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A JOB | 1 
for EVERY MEMBER‘ 


THE A.L.A. HAS 17,800 MEMBERS 


A} 
MAR(¢ 
, IF 2000 of us obtained only one new member, 
we could continue the International Rela- 
tions Office for another year aia 
> IF 400 of us got one new contributing member, | 
we could undertake a vigorous program to 
implement the national plans —_ 
> IF only 100 of us got one new sustaining member, 
we could carry on an intensive program of 
cruitin 
recruiting ie 


WE CAN— } = =Divi: 
If We Are Willing To Make The Effort 


* McDiarmid, E. W., ““A Crusade for an Educated America.” A.L.A. Bulletin 42: 292, July- | 
August 1948 
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Carl Milam —The Administrator 


RALPH MuNN® 


yustom has decreed certain requisites for a 
C presentation of this kind. Chief among 
them is that the growth of the organization 
during the administration of the retiring official 
be measured, 

Let’s do it simply. Let's report that when Mr. 
Milam came to the A.L.A. it was a professional 
society of 4500 members, and that he leaves 
it with over 17,000. Let's say with certainty 
that A.L.A. influence has grown even more 
than its membership. Let’s note that the 1920 
annual conference was a cosy little meeting of 
553 souls, and that these conferences have 
since grown into the sprawling three-ring cir- 
cus in which we are now participating. Let’s 
look back at the 1920 budget of $33,000, and 
contrast it with the $390,000 of its own money, 
and the half-million dollars of grants for 
special purposes which the Association is han- 
dling today. Let’s not overlook the substantial 
endowment fund and_ the ownership of the 
Headquarters building—both signs of stability. 
Let’s note that the publications in 1920 were 
mostly pamphlets and reading lists and that 
including the A.L.A. Booklist, 
amounted to $14,000; last year’s sales reached 
$137,000. Let us recall that many of the most 
active boards and committees arose during the 
Milam era—library extension, adult education, 
education for librarianship, and_ international 
relations, to name a few. 

I think that covers the requirement; now we 
can drop the statistical method, and really dis- 
cuss Milam, the administrator. What is it that 
makes him tick? 

First of all, Milam is a planner. He’s no 
day-to-day operator who follows the changing 
ideas of the moment; his mind is that rare 
type which can define a distant objective, and 
lay straight paths leading to its attainment. His 
plans are comprehensive and long-range ones, 
directed toward important goals. He has pro- 
duced more three, four, and five year plans than 
Uncle Joe Stalin ever dreamed of. Yet with 
all of his methodical planning, Milam can act 


their sales 


Mr. Munn, dire tor, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, spoke 
t the third general session, June 17. 


swiftly to meet new conditions. Remember 
that he had American libraries mobilized for 
war before the Navy had ever counted the 
battleships in the bottom of Pearl Harbor. 

Librarians in general have been accused, 
rightly I am afraid, of being over-cautious, 
downright timid, in making demands for their 
institutions and for themselves. We've become 
accustomed to working from a small pattern 
and a skimpy purse, and we're afraid to plan 
in a large way. 

But not Mr. Milam. He is no piker. If the 
endowment- fund should be $2,000,000, he 
sets out to raise $2,000,000—no less. If one of 
his plans requires the approval of the State 
Department, or of Congress, you'll find him in 
Washington seeking that approval. 

Mere size has never scared him. He can plan 
in terms of 40,000,000 people, or 40,000,000 
books, or $40,000,000—of other people’s money. 
Yes, Milam is a man of vision and a big league 
administrator, ready and able to tackle big 
problems in a big way. 

Milam is a promoter, and a master of public 
relations. He recognized at the outset that 
librarians alone could never gain their objec- 
tives, and throughout his administration he has 
sought, with outstanding success, to gain the 
interest and support of other groups. He is as 
much at home in New York and Washington 
as in Chicago. Foundations, educational and 
civic associations of all types, governmental 
bodies, publishers, councils on this, and com- 
mittees on that—all of them have been utilized 
in one way or another to advance an under- 
standing of the importance of libraries. Milam 
has followed every possible lead to bring the 
A.L.A. and libraries into the picture. 

Milam is an integrator. Can you think of a 
large association which contains a more diverse 
lot of individualists than the A.L.A.? Henry 
Wallace’s Third Party, perhaps, but name an- 
other. And each group sure that its type of 
library and its library interests are the most 
important ones. Who has held this conglomer- 
ate mass together? Mr. Milam, of course. He 
has been the integrating force—holding this 
group in line by directing A.L.A. resources to 
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its aid; that group by some other device; but 
always preaching the doctrine that basically 
our interests are identical and that in union 
there is strength. Yes, Milam has been an inte- 
grator. 

Milam is a catalyzer. Think back to all of 
the board and committee meetings which over- 
flowed with well-meant talk but which seemed 
to be getting exactly nowhere. 

Groping thought, half-formed ideas, hazy 
principles, foggy policies—all of these by the 
bushel, but no solution, no action. Then came 
Milam the catalyzer, giving a bit of background 
here, clarifying this point, amplifying that one, 
introducing a new thought, and so stimulating 
the thinking of the whole group that it moved 
swiftly toward a solution and a plan of action. 
And he was so wise as to let the group think 
that it was wholly their work, that he had had 
no important part in it. 

Milam is also a pacifier. Mr. R. Kipling said 


something about 


“If you can keep your head 


losing theirs. 
I've never seen him lose his tem. 
per, though I’ve often seen him up to his ears jy t 


when all about you are 
Milam can. 


provocation. 
you let ’em talk long enough, they'll forget their 
gripe. So he sits back, lets the dissident one 
air their peeves, and then moves in to conciliate 
and unify. It’s a good system, in the hands of 
a master such as Milam. 

There, in part, is Milam the administrator 
planner on a large scale, promoter and maste 
of public relations, integrator, catalyzer, and 
pacifier. These and his other qualities would 
have taken him far in any field. He could just 
as well have been pe srsonnel director of .General 
Electric or sales manager of General Motor 

But Milam the administrator found in librar. 
ianship something which he might not have 
found in business. He found a product—libran 
service—in which he could believe most fer. 
vently, a product which he knew to be worthy 
of his vigorous, crusading spirit 


He works on the principle that if | 
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Milam. The Internationalis 


Harry M. LypDENBERG® 


srt MitaM, Internationalist brings to mind a 
C chat we two had at one of the A.L.A. con- 
ventions as we strolled—no, strode is the better 
word for a man trying to keep up with Carl 
Milam—from one meeting to another, talking 
about him and his future, whether he did well 
by the Association in staying on as Secretary 
or whether it would be better to let someone 
else take his place there and he accept one of 
the posts calling for constructive reorganization 
and development, one of the calls that came to 
him at no infrequent intervals. Pros and cons 
he urged on both sides, all held up with char- 
acteristic disp: issionateness and objectiveness. 

“T’ve got imagination enough to take it on, 
he said, “if I've got nothing “else. That’s one 
thing I think I could use he Ipfully there, know- 
ing and understanding how the other fellow 
feels, trying to be guided by some such beacon.’ 

Yes, I was quite willing to admit his posses- 
sion of imagination, ability to look forward, 
willingness to listen and then go ahead on his 
own. And it seems to me that in few of his 
many other activities has he shown his strength 
better than in the field of the relations of the 
library world of this country with the work in 
other lands. 

At first sight one might think this interna- 
tional side of our work would be of lesser or 
little interest to him. Here’s a man born in 
Kansas, his whole adolescent and early adult 
life spent in the South and Midwest. See how 
slight were the incidental—and therefore im- 
portant—suggestions about activities in other 
lands. don’t know just when he saw salt 
water first or crossed the border, but I’m sure it 
came well after he cast his first vote. Probably 
his first intimate and extensive experience with 
overseas work came when, with Malcolm Wyer, 
he served as an assistant to Dr. Putnam in con- 
nection with our Army libraries in 1917-18. 
Then he saw plenty of books go overseas, 
plenty of librarians follow them for service, 
but he stayed home, busy with the foundation 
work for “books in the war.” 

That war to end war came to its end. That 
Army work of the Association came to its end. 


*Mr. Lydenberg’s paper was read at the third general ses- 
sion, June 17, by Milton E. Lord, Boston Public Library. 


Then came the call to be Secretary of the na- 
tional association and came the move to Chi- 
cago, came the development of work with the 
new hand on the wheel. Perhaps the pressure 
was not quite so strong in those days, the con- 
tacts with foreign libraries not quite so extensive 
and exacting, the sense of our responsibility 
for meeting the demand from other lands for 
information and advice about so many phases 
of library work, all this a little less insistent 
perhaps then than it became later. I’m sure 
the calls came, however, heavy enough at the 
time, growing day by day, and it is not a bit 
troublesome to picture the scene if they had 
been met by a less sympathetic and less under- 
standing personality. 

From those distant days, more than a quarter- 
century ago, down to the very present, the 
work with foreign friends has grown, at times 
demanding more attention than our domestic 
problems. And goodness knows that the latter 
were ever present, even more than snappingly 
insistent for settlement. Nor can we forget how 
widespread and vocal was the mood that re- 
minded us that we had problems of our own, 
that we had plenty of need for service of books 
to hundreds of thousands of our own people 
quite without library service. “America first” 
was not only a slogan, but an ever present and 
movingly vocal cry, certainly deserving attention 
if not being put in first rank. All in all, the new 
Secretary found he needed balance as well as 
sympathy. 

And it was in just that control over impulses 
and emotions, in just that sense of balance be- 
tween what he saw on our own door step and 
what he glimsped of affairs abroad, that Carl 
Milam showed one of his most important and 
characteristic abilities. He never failed to re- 
member how many in our own land had no 
adequate library service, never failed to plead 
the cause of better education for librarianship, 
never forgot that unless we encourage library 
extension we feel the beginning of senility and 
decay. I could go on and name other sides of 
our work at home more dear to the hearts of 
each of us, but there is no need to spread them 
all before you. With never a suggestion of 
trying to carry water on both shoulders, with 
perfect willingness to take his stand and hold 
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his position when the occasion demanded, he, 
nevertheless, remembered and understood that 
we are just as much our brother’s keeper when 
he calls from abroad as when he stands up as 
a member of our immediate family. 

At the moment I recall no meeting of the 
Association on foreign soil, no international 
library gathering, no time when a welcome was 
needed for visitors from overseas, when Carl 
Milam has not been the spirit moving the par- 
ticipation or developing the best way to give 
the foreigner what he needs. After the Atlan- 
tic City Conference in 1926 he helped conduct 
the foreign visitors through the country. It 
was at a meeting of that group in Washington 
that there was first discussed the movement 
that later developed into the International 
Federation of Library Associations. The A.L.A 
was then formally asked by the group to serve 
as a committee to bring in a plan at the Edin- 
burgh meeting in 1927. 

The International Library Committee was 
formed at the Edinburgh meeting in 1927, later 
to become the federation. After Edinburgh, he 
attended the meetings in Rome and Venice in 
1929, and Spain in 1935. And at the UNESCO 
conference at Paris in 1946 his voice was 
equally potent. 

He was honored by the decoration given 
him by the King of Sweden after the 1926 con- 
by an honorary membership in the 
Academia Nacional de Ciencias Antonio Al- 
zate of Mexico, by the Asociacién de Bibliote- 
carios y Bibliédgrafos de Espana, and served on 
too many working committees on international 


ference, 


affairs during the Second World War to ¢qj 
for mention here. 

It was my good fortune to be with him jy | 
1944 on a trip through Latin America, and py | 
good fortune to see how admirably he met th; 
conditions that faced us, often widely differen, 
from what we had expected or imagined. Just 
one more indication of the man’s imaginatigy 
and his sense of balance, 
cellent!_common sense. 

I wish that you here heard him tell some ¢ 
his impressions of things abroad. Ask him wha 
he thinks of the fun of trying for a driver; 
permit in Switzerland with a car bought jy 
France. Ask him to tell what he thinks of th 
charming and picturesque seaport of Valparais 
and the speed and international understanding ; 
of the tailors down there when faced with th 
problem of Yankee zippers. Ask him—but I'v 
run along too much. Get him in a corner and 
have him tell some of his experiences in his ow 
way, and I'm sure you will all be quite content 
to forget these words and to listen to his own 
None of you listeners now, however, can sur 
pass in sincerity and intensity the feeling of 
admiration for Carl Milam the internationalis 
held by the man who writes these lines. Th 
United Nations may not know now full wel 
how fortunate the organization is in the choice 
of its librarian, but we all with no excep- 
tion are more than willing to join in hearty con- 
gratulation for its good fortune in his acceptance | 
and in heartiest confidence that under his guid- 
ance and leadership its library work looks 
forward to a happy and successful future, 


of his good—nay, e. 
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Carl Milam—A Man's Man 


E. S. 


N THIS era, when grass roots are so much in 
I the public eye, it is interesting to know that 
Mr. Milam came out of the dirt, being born on 
a Kansas farm. Underneath a highly -polished 
exterior, he has really never forgotten his early 
love of the soil. He has remained the planter 
of trees, the lover of flowers and gardens and 
tiller of the land. A dozen times on fishing 
trips I've seen him an a hill or dig in a bog 
for a slip of vine maple or water lily to lug 
back to his wild garden. That they usually 
died an unnatural death was not an unmixed 
blessing but it never deterred him from trying 
again. 

Bi aoe of you who have been privileged to 

e his little farm lot largely planted with trees, 
saw in it as I did, evidence of his organizing 
and planning ability. Although only 23 acres 
in extent, it abounded in winding drives, open 
vistas where one could look across country for 
at least half a mile, and of course a large sec- 
tion devoted to a lake in which eventually 
small-mouth black bass would suppose sdly 
thrive. That all this grandeur left but little 
space for the main crop mattere od not. He was 
to be monarch of all he surveyed, a member 
of the landed gentry, and in his later years once 
more returned to the dirt from which he had 
been only te mporarily divorced. 

Carl, as he is familiarly and almost universally 
known, first came East to attend library school. 
[ am reliably informed that he never could cat- 
alog a book, and now he probably never shall. 
This undoubtedly accounts for his early en- 
trance into administrative fields, and I suspect 
the same reason drove many an administrator 
the same way. “those 
which 
never was one 


There is a saying that 
who can, do; and those who can’t, teach,” 
expresses the same idea. He 
for detail, fact he was always impatient of 
the trivial. He was and is an idea man; big 
things interested him: projects, plans, experi- 
ments, policies, and even dreams. How they 
were carried out he was content to leave to 
others. He was a group leader without equal 


and to watch him in action was a privilege and 


F S. Robinson, librarian Public Library, Vancouver, 


: 
B.C., Canada, and member, A.L.A. Executive Board, spoke 
t the third general session, June 17. 


ROBINSON ® 


a pleasure. His power of synthesis was enor- 
mous and he could boil down a set of ideas into 
a practical working plan more quickly and ef- 
fectively than any man I know. 

Although I said at the beginning he was a 
man’s man, women have had from his earliest 
years, a curious fascination for him. His 
mother was one, so was sister, and of course he 
married one, and is the father of two. Pos- 
sibly this accounts for his choice of a profession 
pre :dominately feminine. This we shall never 
know, but we do know that he has incon- 
gruously certain female characteristics. I can 
personé ally testify to his culinary abilities, 
whether over a ci ampfire or over a kitchen stove. 
He can make wine—and good wine too. He is 
a marvel at organizing a successful picnic, in 
fact he can do well just about anything that 
gives him an excuse to get out of doors. You 
will have guessed by this time that children 
adore him, and no great stretch of imagination 
is required to picture him at his fireside with 
the ever present pipe, dawdling a youngster on 
his knee. Did you ever see him smoke a 
cigarette? No you never did—and_ probably 
never shall. 

The side of Carl Milam which I have been 
trying to depict is not unlike ly to be that by 
which most of us will remember him as A.L.A. 
Executive Secretary. This of course is not 
meant to belittle those phases of his work which 
you have just heard describe d. But it is not 
man’s greatest achievements that live after him. 
We will remember him as one who had always 
the ready hand for the young librarian, the 
word of advice and encouragement, the eye 
quick to detect true value when he saw it, and 
above all a truly objective attitude even toward 
his best friends. 

In leaving us, the best wishes of his thou- 
sands of friends in this Association go with him 
and Mrs. Milam for happiness and success in 
his newly-chosen field, one, I am sure, which 
will give ample scope to his treme ndous energy, 
his passion for organization and building, and 
not the least, his native ability to make and 
keep, what he will be the first to admit as his 
greatest asset, an innumerable host of good 
friends. 
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What Are the Great Issues 


NorMAN CousIins® 


,  feeeed THE WORLD needs today is a natural 

atastrophe that can pull it weg, some- 
thing to enable the human race to develop 
some common perspective on common problems 
and common dangers. 

Only three years ago at San Francisco, we 
thought we had developed that common per- 
spective. We have forgotten a good deal since 
that time. It remains to be seen how much 
ve have learned. And in the past three years 
we have seen a constant deterioration, a con- 
stant unraveling of the fabric of world peace. 

I ask you merely to take the rate of dis- 
integration of the past twelve months, and 
project that same rate of disintegration against 
the next twelve months to see where we come 
out. How much longer can it continue before 
this will get beyond a chess game where neither 
side will be able to control the moves, where 
we will actually be at the mercy of a negative 
momentum of what Mr. Walt “Whitman calls 
the “age of perilous drift?” 

I was unfortunate enough—and I state “un- 
fortunate” advisedly because I think I might 
have slept a lot more soundly since then if I 
had not seen it—to see, two years ago this 
month, what happened when an atomic bomb 
went off. It was in the South Central Pacific 
and I was stationed on the third deck of the 
U.S.S. “Appalachian,” the naval communica- 
tions ship, sixteen miles away from the center 
of the target area. Behind us was a naval 
officer who was counting off the minutes before 
zero—zero being the precise second at which 
the atomic bomb would be released, not ex- 
ploded, over the target, Bikini Lagoon. 

At ten minutes before zero, the naval officer 
announced that the bombing plane, “Dave's 
Dream,” had reached its assigned height. It 
had completed its third test run over the target 
and had reporte -d visibility as excellent and was 
now bearing down for the live run. 

At eight minutes before zero, everything 
suddenly became very still. The ship’s smoker 
stopped, the vents were cut off. When sud- 
denly all sound is cut off, it seems as though 
you have been lowered into a giant vault. 


* An abridged version of the speech delivered at the fourth 
general session, June 18, by Mr. Cousins, editor, Saturday 
Review of Literature. 


At six minutes before zero, you began to 
think of many things. You thought of a con- 
versation that the observers had had with some 
of the scientists in the ward room of the 

“Appalachian” three days earlier. The news 
had come over the ticker that it had been 
predicted that the atomic bomb over Bikini 
would crack the ocean floor, resulting in a tidal 
wave of mountainous dimensions, that would 
engulf all the ships in “Operations Crossroads,” 

Well, at four minutes before zero, I thought 
it might be nice to see a wife and three chil- 
dren again. 

At two minutes before zero, you became 
acutely aware of the fact that the interval be- 
tween ten minutes and eight minutes had not 
been as long as it had been between eight 
minutes and six minutes, just as the interval 
between six minutes and four minutes had 
not been as long as the interval between four 
minutes and two minutes, which seemed in- 
terminable. 

What do you think about? For some strange 
reason I thought of Harold Urey, the Nobel 
prize winner, ‘the physicist, the father of the 
principle of gaseous diffusion, one of the three 
key figures in the atomic development for 
military purposes. I thought of Urey because 
I remembered how sick Harold Urey had 
looked three weeks before I left for Bikini. It 
seemed to me that he had aged thirty years 
since I had seen him before “the war. 

And when you spoke to some of his col- 
leagues about it, they said: Harold Urey has 
aged thirty years, not in the three or four years 
that he worked on this planet-shattering weap- 
on, but in the one year since the end of the 
war. 

Then you ask Harold Urey about it, what 
happened since the end of the war that to him 
was infinitely more wearing, exacting than 
anything th: it had hi appened during the war? 

He was frank, and this is what he said: 
During all those years that he worked on 
atomic energy, the one thought that sustained 
him, the one hope that enabled him to retain 
his sanity, was the absolute conviction that 
this weapon could and would be brought under 
control promptly at the end of the war, because 
he knew that time worked against us. He 
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knew that with each passing day it would be- 
come that much more difficult to effect control 
on a world scale. For other nations, he knew, 
without any help whatsoever from the United 
States could manufacture their own atomic 
weapons and worse, given time. With each 
passing day the stockpiles of uranium, not atomic 
bombs, would mount all over the world be- 
cause it require »d no secret formula to mine and 
stockpile uranium. 

He knew, too, that America had become the 
most vulnerable major nation in the world to 
atomic attack. He knew that because of our 
large concentration of industry and popula- 
tion, the atomic bomb represented the perfect 
weapon against America. 

That is why he had prayed for control 
promptly at the end of the war rather than 
have us take our chances on it later. And he 
had led a group of sixty-five scientists in sug- 
gesting substantially the plan for control that 
the United States put forward more than a 
year later. And that one year had aged 
Harold Urey. 

I thought of all this when suddenly the naval 
officer behind me said simply in a flat, parched, 
dry voice, a voice drained of all emotion, 
“Bomb away.” 


Time for Decision 


For fifty-seven seconds the bomb fell. I 
assure you it easily seemed more like fifty- 
seven years. I think I lived longer during 
those fifty- -seven seconds than in all the years 
leading up to it. When you spoke to the 
young men about it afterw ards, you discovered 
that their experience was exactly the same. 

It is hard to explain. All you knew is that 
you lived while that bomb dropped in a 
vacuum of time and space, and time and space 
were equated at zero. You knew if you could 
tip off the goggles, the waves would be mo- 
tionless. You knew if you could somehow 
look at the men alongside you, they would be as 
statues, as indeed they were. It’s hard to ex- 
plain. I suppose that when the unknown is 
sovereign, every second is an eternity. 

I have often thought of those fifty-seven sec- 
onds since, thought of them especially when 
people say that if we have but one year or two 
years to do what has to be done to save the 
world and the human race from war, from this 
final error—if we have just one year or two 
years, let’s give up; let’s forget about it. We 
haven’t enough time. 

I have thought of those fifty-seven seconds 
and how long fifty-seven. seconds could be. 
When I think of them, I realize that the impor- 
tant thing is not time, but decision; what you 
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decide to do within the time you have. 

The important thing to remember about 
Bikini is that those ships which did remain 
afloat were converted into radioactive ovens 
in which all personnel, had there been such, 
would have perished. The important thing, as 
one scientist has said, is that in the area of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, some 75,000 persons 
will die of cancer from radioactive burns in 
the next ten years. 


Marginal Error Exhausted 


We live at a time and in a world when all 
nations and all peoples are dramatically accessi- 
ble to each other for purposes of unlimited de- 
struction. We live at a time when the humau 
race has exhausted its margin for error; we 
have now reached the point where there is no 
margin. We have now reached the point 
where every decision must be the correct one, 
where one more mistake, of precisely the type 
that time and time and time again in the past 
has led to war, may be the final one. 

Maybe it sounds melodramatic to talk about 
the death of civilizations, and yet I wonder 
whether Plutarch and Herodotus and the other 
historians looking back upon the history of 
Greece felt that that was fantasy. They were 
dealing with reality and they dealt with death. 
They were concerned they had before them the 
actual evidence of the death of Greek civiliza- 
tion. 

You know I suppose there has never been a 
more penetrating analysis made of the reasons 
for the death of early ‘Greece than is contained 
in a series of papers published in this country 
almost 170 years ago, the Federalist Papers. 
Madison and Hamilton and Jay had the un- 
precedented job of building a nation from 
scratch. They were going to devise a govern- 
ment, to devise law, and in so doing they were 
interested to see what history had to offer. 


Limitations of U.N. 


We now come to the third great test: whether 
nations can devise some form of the whole, 
some machinery for producing justice, some 
machinery for carrying out justice, the means 
of creating, enacting, experimenting and en- 
forcing world law. And the United Nations 
today, as presently constituted is not that or- 
ganization. The United Nations today does not 
have the power of world law. 

At San Francisco three years ago when it 
came time for setting up the United Nations, 
something very curious happened. The small 
nations of the world—and by small, I mean all 
nations except the two largest nations—discov- 
ered that the two largest nations were too big 
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for the United Nations, too big to be part of a 
system of compulsory jurisdiction backed by 
preponderant force. The United States pro- 
posed the veto; Russia accepted with alacrity. 

The Assembly was set up in such a way that 
its power would be limited to that of a public 
forum. As such, it could do a magnificent job, 
but it could not have the power of world law. 
It could focus public attention on trouble zones 
But it could not and did not have the power 
of world law. It had a one-nation, a one-vote 
method of representation. 

Now this sounds democratic. Actually it 
is not democratic because it means in practice 
that two small nations like Nicaragua and 
Honduras with, say 3,000,000 people, could 
outvote a nation of 140,000,000-or 200,000,000. 
And so it is unreasonable to assume that the 
large nations of the world would ever agree to 
transferring any essential powers—and by essen- 
tial powers, I mean the ability to stop war—to 
the Assembly. 

How about the Security Council? There 
exactly the opposite obtains: large statism where 
any one nation, any one member of the Se- 
curity Council could block action merely by 
saying “No.” 

And yet even if we were to abolish the 
veto, nothing could be solved, because in that 
case a nation could still inflict its will upon 
the majority by withdrawing or seceding. 


World Lau 


So the first big step that has to be taken is 
to convert the U.N. into an organization which 
enjoys, possesses compulsory jurisdiction. You 


Propose 


can only have compulsory jurisdiction when 
you back it with preponderant force larger 
than that possessed by any single nation, in- 
cluding the United States. 

I don’t know whether we are ready for it 
psychologically. If not, I can only say it is 
too bad for all of us and our children if it is a 
long way off, because your chances for averting 
another war are directly related to your chances 
tor creating out of the U.N. an effective power 
within the required time. We, the people 
of the United States, must take that lead. It 
can only come from the United States. 

Let us propose world law in complete sin- 
cerity to Russia. It is as much to Russia’s in- 
terest as it is to our own to have basic security 
in the world. No one will gain from com- 


petitive atomic annihilation. Let us propose 


giving U.N. this essential authority and see 
stand. If, after we propose it in 
good faith, one nation decides that she does not 
want to come along, then I do not see that we 
are under 
anarchy. 


where we 


obligation to retain the present 
do not see that we are under the 
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obligation not to go ahead with as many other 
nations in the os as will accept our out- 
stretched hand in good faith. And let us 50 
ahead such a way as to dramatize to that 
nation or nations that may be outside that there 
are very specific indispensable advantages to 
membership. 

Until we are ourselves ready to propose and 
embrace world law, we cannot in good faith 
question the motives of others. But once hay- 
ing proposed that in good faith, it is our obliga- 
tion to go ahead with as many nations in the 
world as are willing to form a preponderance 
with us on the world law. 


The Librarians’ Responsibility 


And that is where the librarian comes in, 
I am concerned with the role of the librarian 
in America as educator. I cannot think of a 
more important role for any group in the coun- 
try today, because it is no longer accurate, nor 
has it been for some time, to apply the term 
“higher education” to our colleges and univer- 
sities. 

What only a short time ago seemed adequate 
for the purpose of top-level education today 
fulfills an intermediate function at best. As a 
result, there exists in the United States today 
a vast educational vacuum beyond the class- 
room, beyond the college and university. And 
replacing that vacuum with what can in truth 
be called higher education is a job not less im- 
portant than any problem. 

Anyone who regards himself as being cut 
off from the main stem of responsibility as 
merely a single individual who has no control 
or re sponsibility for the events of which he is a 
part, not only misunderstands the operation of 
democracy or the possibilities of democracy, 
but reduces himself to the citize nship status of 
a toad. 

Everywhere you go today, you find intel- 
lectual cripples, men and women who have 
gone through the prescribed courses of study, 
the prescribed number of years, in some cases 
up and through their Ph. D., but who are piti- 
fully ine apable of understanding the real world 
they live in. 

And that is where librarians come in. Higher 
education, if it is to be achieved in the United 
States today, can only be achieved through 
through a constructive program 
generated in and through the American li- 
braries. The American libraries must be con- 
verted into a continuing American university. 

Unless you have a continuing supply of nour- 
ishment to keep the mind informed in those 
vital years between twenty-one and ninety-five, 
a giant gate will slam shut in the mind and it 
will seal over tight. The job of the librarian 
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is to keep that vital gate open, through which 
essential knowledge can pass, through which 
we can close the time lag of 1000 years. 

The National Broadcasting Company has re- 
cently announced a program of continuing uni- 
versity work, and of course that is aimed only 
at the college level. I should like to see the 
libraries of this country utilize their very 
precious facilities. We may think we have not 
enough books, enough stacks, that the building 
is running down; but the facilities compared to 
the other nations of the world, with the excep- 
tion of a few Scandinavian nations, are really 
magnificent. We have everything we need for 
a continuing American univ ersity, something 
that can truly create higher education. 

I have attempted here to stress the form and 
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substance of world peace. One cannot exist 
without the other. You cannot have world 
peace unless you have somewhere in the world 
the type of leadership which will bring about 
enforceable world law and which can convert 
the United Nations into that agency. But you 
cannot have world peace even after you do have 
that agency, unless you have the spirit of 
world citizenship and the spirit of progress and 
the spirit of knowledge, which at this time we 
do not yet have. 

It is a tremendous job and we have to do 
it within a very short time. We are equal to 
it and it can be done within a short time. The 
human race is ready for anything it really 
needs if it is convinced that it needs it. Again 
what is important is not time but decision! 











General Sessions 


First General Session 


T# FIRST general session of the sixty-seventh 

conference of the American Library Associa- 
tion convened in the ballroom of Convention 
Hall, Atlantic City, Monday evening, June 14, 
Paul North Rice, President, presiding. 


Foreign Guests 

President Rice called the meeting to order 
and introduced the foreign guests: 

Raquel Robes, president, Cuba Library As- 
sociation, Lyceum and Town Tennis ‘Club, 
Havana, Cuba 

Acacia Alvarez, archivist, Diario de la Marina 
newspaper, Havana, Cuba 

Dr. Manuel Garcia Calderon, University of 
San Marcos Library, Lima Peru 

Mrs. Joan McDonald, Sydney, Australia, re- 
cent graduate, School of Library Service, 
Columbia University. 


Presidential Address 


Following the introductions, President Rice 
read his address which appeared on pages 286- 
89 of the July-August A.L.A. Bulletin. 


Other Introductions 
President Rice then introduced the new 


A.L.A. Executive Secretary, John Mackenzie 
Cory, who assumed office September 1. Harold 
F, Brigham, Interim Executive Secretary and 
Treasurer of A.L.A., was next introduced. The 
chairman of the Local Committee for the con- 
ference, Roger H. Mc Donough, Division of State 
Library Archives and History, State Department 
of Education, Trenton, N.J., was next intro- 
duced. He welcomed the members and made a 
number of announcements in regard to the re- 
ception that evening, the exhibit area which 
would be held open during the reception, the 
leisure lounge in the Convention Hall and the 
one for trustees at Haddon Hall, and the loca- 
tion of the lost and found department and the 
message center. 

Pearl Buck, noted author and president, East 
and West Association, was next introduced. 


Miss Buck’s Address 

Miss Buck’s address in abridged form p 
peared in the September 1 issue of the A.L.A 
Bulletin, pages 341-48. 

° o o 

Following a reminder of the reception at the 
close of the meeting, President Rice then de- 
clared the first general session adjourned. 


Second General Session 


The second general session convened in the 
ballroom of the Convention Hall, Tuesday 
morning, June 15, Elizabeth D. Briggs, A.L.A. 
Second Vice President, presiding. 

Miss Briggs called the meeting to order and 
announced the theme of this session to be intel- 
lectual freedom. She then introduced Dr. 
Robert D. Leigh, director, Public Library In- 
quiry. 


Dr. Leigh’s Address 


Dr. Leigh’s speech appeared in the Septem- 
ber 1 A.L.A. Bulletin, pages 363-69. 


Mr. Farmer’s Address 


Miss Briggs then introduced Arthur E. 
Farmer, member of the firm, Stern and 
Reubens, New York City, who are representing 
the American Book Publishers’ Council in the 
Philadelphia Book Trials. Mr. Farmer's talk 
appeared in the A.L.A. Bulletin September 1, 
pages 356-63. 

° e ° 

After an announcement conce — an un- 
scheduled open meeting of the Committee on 
Intellectual Freedom, Miss Briggs declared the 
second general session adjourned. 


Third General Session 


The third general session convened in the 
ballroom, Convention Hall on Thursday morn- 
ing, June 17, President-Elect E. W. McDiarmid 
presiding. Mr. McDiarmid called the meeting 
to order and announced that the subject for this 
session would be the improvement of library serv- 
ice. He then introduced William H. Carlson, 


president, Association of College and Reference 
Libraries. 


Mr. Carlson’s Address 
Mr. Carlson discussed the objectives of the As- 
sociation of College and Reference Libraries as 
related to the four year goals of the ALLA. 
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This paper will appear in C ollege and Research 
Libraries, October 1948. 


Mr. Spaulding’s Address 


Forrest B. Spaulding, president, Public Li- 
braries Division, spoke on the “Improvement of 
Library Services through Public Libraries. 
This address will appear in the Public Libraries 
Division quarterly, Public Libraries, October 


1948. 


Finance Committee 


Walter T. Brahm, chairman, Finance Com- 
mittee, read the report of that committee in 
which he certified that the Finance Committee 
had approved the estimate of income for the 
last fiscal year 1947-48; and that the books of 
the Association for the preceding fiscal year 
have been audited and found to be in proper 
order. 

Constitution and By-Laws 

Susan Grey Akers, member, Constitution and 
By-Laws Committee presented the report for 
the committee in the absence of the chairman 
Hobart R. Coffey. This re port which was ap- 
proved by C ‘ouncil appeared in the July-August 
A.L.A. Bulletin, page 318. 


Letter Award 


Robert Dumont Franklin, chairman, Letter 
Award, in presenting the $100 Letter Award 
to Mrs. Alison P. Alessios recently retired from 
her duties in charge of work with the blind, 
New York Public Library, said: 

A few faithful friends of yours like Mrs. Ada 
McCormick hold steadfast to their belief that a 
librarian is not the missing link between a book- 
worm and man, but a sure enough human be- 
ing, anxious to be accepted as a member of the 
family. To prove her point, and to bring to 
public notice some of the shining ex: umples of 
human librarianship, and to encourage other 
librarians by this recognition, Mrs. McCormick, 
who, as you know, is editor and publisher of 
that uniquely human m: igazine, Letter, pub- 
lished in Tucson, Ariz., is again this year giving 
$100 to a librarian demonstrating outsté indingly 
these human qualities of our profession. 

The Letter Award committee, consisting of 
Nancy Jane Day, Marie Loizeaux, Nell A. 
Unger, Karl Brown. and myself, has considere ad 
the nominations received as well as those made 
last year, and has decided that the Letter Award 
this year should go to Mrs. Alison P. Alessios, 
who has recently retired from her duties in 
charge of work with the blind, in the New 
York Public Library. 

Mrs. Alessios was for 30 years the head 
librarian of the Chatham Square Branch Library 
in New York City, a branch situated in the 
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heart of a slum and sweatshop area, and by her 
efforts and her warm, resourceful sympathy, 
Mrs. Alessios and her staff made that branch a 
sort of oasis in a desert of human misery. Mrs. 
Alessios devoted herself particularly to the 
needs of the children of the area, many of 
whom grew to manhood and womanhood 
users of her library, and as friends of Mrs. 
Alessios. Mr Spaulding tells me she was also 
the unofficial mayor of Chinatown. 

For the past five and a half years, until her 
retirement May 1, Mrs. Alessios has been in 
charge of the Library for the Blind, 137 W. 

25th St., New York City, and again her capacity 
for helpfulness and understanding in human 
problems, was amply demonstrated. She has 
been especially helpful with providing the 
technical books needed by blind G.IL.’s, trying 
to rehabilitate themselves as producing work- 
men, 

Following the presentation, Mr. 
made the following announcement: 

The Letter Award committee has decided 
that the award for a library which has con- 
tributed outstandingly to public oe 
of an important current issue, will be announcec 
at the next Midwinter Conference of the Asso- 
ciation in January. You are urged to send in 
nominations of libraries to be considered for this 
annual $100 award and, as published announce- 
ments will state, these nominations, with the 
reasons therefor, may be sent to members of the 
Letter Award Committee or to us in care of 
A.L.A. Headquarters between now and Oc- 
tober 1. 


Franklin 


Citation of Trustees 


Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, chairman, Jury on 
Citation of Trustees, announced the recipients 
of citations. In presentating the award to 
Emma V. Baldwin, trustee, Free Public Li- 
brary, Denville, N.J., Mrs. Smith said: 

I have the pleasure to announce the name of 
Miss Emma Baldwin, who is to be cited this 
year. She is a trustee of the Free Public Li- 
brary in Denville. This citation of merit is 
awarded to her in recognition of her unremit- 
ting zeal for over thirty years in studying li- 
brary problems and analyzing for publication 
their needs: salaries, pensions, costs, to the 
end that better libraries be available and public 
understanding of their availability be increased 
and _ broadened. 

Miss Baldwin in responding stated: 

I am the victim of conflicting emotions. I 
remember very vividy the meeting at which the 
first of these awards was made. It seemed to 
me then that the recipient must feel very much 
like a knight of old who received the accolade. 
That, in large part, is my feeling this morning. 

But at the same time there is a very insistent 
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question in my own mind as to what I have 
done to deserve so great an honor. It is true I 
have spent a good many years in service in and 
for libraries. Mrs. Smith was very kind when 
she placed the figure at a round number of 
thirty. I am not going to confess to the exact 
number, because I know that you are all good 
at mental arithmetic, and you wouldn't have to 
refer to any other reference book to find the 
actual date of my birth and, consequently the 
number of years to my credit or discredit. 

I have had very happy years. I have had a 
wonderful time being a librarian. The oppor- 
tunity to live with books and to work with 
those who love books and to be a part of an 
institution of social and educational work 
during the period of its growth and develop- 
ment, has been its own reward. 

I realize that I have fortunate. 
I began my career in with those 
who were then the leaders of the profession, 
many of them who know only by name many 
of you. But I know them as interesting, vivid 
personalities, and I think of them with deep 
affection as well as with veneration. 

I am in a very special sense indebted to my 
I am very grateful for the oppor- 
tunity that I have had to take part, even in a 
small way, in this very eventful and fruitful 
past, but I think I am most thankful that I 
don’t have to think of my career in librarianship, 
or to speak of it, as something of the past. 

I appreciate very genuinely the generosity of 


been very 


association 


profession. 


my younger colleagues in allowing me to have 
an active share in the work which is being done 
at the present. I feel so convinced that the best 
is yet to come that I should be very reluctant to 
relinquish any part in it. 

In fact, I have wondered whether there is 
not something more in my selection to receive 
this honor this morning than just a personal 
tribute. I am wondering whether the jury 
might not have taken this opportunity and this 
means of indicating that there is a very fruitful 
service which retired librarians can still render 
the profession. 

I had a warning the other day at a meeting 
of the trustees that such a transference of, shall 
I say, authority from the administrative to the 
directive trusteeship was not desirable, that 
trustees who had been librarians would be very 
apt to interfere in the management of the 
libraries. So I have accepted that warning and 
I am keeping it very definitely in mind. 

We in New Jersey are very grateful for the 
challenging program which has been presented 
in the four year goa's. They seem to us to 


represent a maturity of purpose and a breadth 
i vision which place them far above the 
mottoes which have been accepted by the pro- 
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fession as their guiding purpose in the past, 

We are also grateful for the blueprint which 
the national plan has given us, and we hay 
studied it and tried to find what we in oy 
state can do to implement it. As a means ty 
that end, a joint committee of the trustees and 
librarians has been appointed to outline the firy 
steps which we can take toward its realization 

So, Mrs. Smith and Mr. McDiarmid, in gg. 
cepting this award, I do so appreciating the 
full significance of it as a recognition and 
culmination of the personal contribution I have 
made. But I also accept with it the obligations 
which it imposes upon me both as an individual 
and as a librarian and trustee to do my utmost 
to bring about the fulfillment of these goals. 

In presenting the award to Thomas J. Porro, 
trustee, Public Library, Tacoma, Wash., Mrs 
Smith read the citation as follows: 

In recognition of his conspicuous success in 
revitalizing the Tacoma Public Library, through 
administrative changes, budget and salary jn- 
crease, and a long-range bond-supported build- 
ing program, and in stimulating library interests 
in the whole State of Washington and the en- 
tire Pacific Northwest. 

Mr. McDiarmid introduced Aubrey F. An- 
drews, librarian, Public Library, Tacoma, 
Wash., who accepted the citation in Mr. Porro’s 
absence saying: 

Mr. Porro has asked me to express his ver 
real and sincere regret at his inability to be 
here and accept this citation in person. Th 
two reasons for his inability to be here, I think 
are typical of the seriousness with which he 
regards his responsibilities and duties as a 
trustee. The first of these is that at the present 
time he is very busily engaged in completing 
the arrangements for the organization of a state- 
wide association of library trustees, the or- 
ganizational meeting of which will be held 
within the next few weeks. And the second 
reason is that we in Tacoma are currently in 
the midst of a rather bitter fight for a site for 
our new central building, and Mr. Porro felt 
that it was essential that he be present at thi 
city council meeting yesterday at which the 
final decision on the site was to be made. 

Mr. Porro would be the first, I am sure, t 
belittle the leadership which he has provided 


for his board during the past three years. | | 


am just as sure that the other members of our 
board, capable and conscientious as they are 
are unanimously agreed that it is primarily Mr 
Porro’s unflagging enthusiasm and practical 
ability that have made possible a large number 
of local achievements during these years, of 
which I will mention only a few: the establish- 
ment of a reserve fund of $125,000 for the 
construction of a new central building; a suc 
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cessful $1,000,000 bond campaign for the con- 
struction of a new central building, making a 
total of $1,125,000 now available for that pur- 
pose; establishment of a reserve fund for the 
construction of additional branch buildings, the 
initial appropriation for which is $75,000; a 
1948 budget of $222,000 as compared with a 
1942 budget of $88,000; and the elevation of 
the minimum professional salary from a 1942 
figure of $1500 to a 1948 figure of $2580. 

Nor have his activities been limited to the 
local library scene. As a member of both the 
Washington Library Association and the Pacific 
Northwest Library Association, his aggressive 
and dynamic participation in their affairs, and 
the example he has set in Tacoma, have com- 
bined to make him an extremely strong influence 
for the improvement of library service through- 
out the State of Washington and the entire 
Pacific Northwest. We consider ourselves for- 
tunate indeed to have as a trustee a man of 
Mr. Porro’s caliber; and I know that the City 
of Tacoma, the State of Washington, and the 
Pacific Northwest wish to join me in thanking 
you for the honor which has come to Mr. Porro. 


Lippincott Award 

Mr. McDiarmid then introduced Joseph W. 
Lippincott, donor of the award bearing his 
name, who in presenting the award to Carl H. 
Milam said, in part: 

It seems to me the Committee on Awards 
worked very hard. I hope you are not con- 
fused. I am—I don’t know whether I am giving 
anything = Me from anyone else, but I am 
gli id to do it. 

You know, whether there are floods or 
whether there is burning by fire, nothing can 
really set back the library as long as the library 
is ably managed by conscientious people. It 
is that about which I want to talk. 

You know the library is always pointed to 
with pride in the city. A man will say, “Here 
is a great public libr: ry,” and whoever listens 
says, “Ah!” 

Do they talk about the people who are re- 
sponsible for that library, for the culture of the 
community, for the service they render? Do 
they ever say that the library chief has more 
degrees, a higher 1.Q. than the mayor? No. 
Do they even say that behind the counter are 
efficient girls, prettier perhaps than those who 
could compete in the Atlantic City pageant? 
No. 


There is something lacking. 


They talk about 


who designs the building. They talk about 
the lines in front—how I hate lines! They talk 
about a statue to Tom Thumb or to Pinocchio. 
Did you ever see a statue to a librarian? Some 
day you will. 
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I had this in mind for a long while, calling 
attention to the personal element in librarian- 
ship in libraries. Eleven or twelve years ago, 
I went to see Carl Milam—when we were very 
young, twelve years ago. Carl Milam is young 
today and always will ‘ very young. But 
this was eleven or twelve years ago, and I said, 

‘Carl, can we give an award that will call at- 
tention in a big way, dramatize the value of 
librarianship?” 

And he thought about it seriously and then 
in his constructive, kindly, always efficient man- 
ner, said, “It can be done and you go ahead 
and I'll back you.” That's how this award 
started. 

Carl Milam was behind it. Isn’t it interest- 
ing; isn’t it like a Jules Verne story; isn’t it 
better than a climax in anything written by O. 
Henry that today after eleven or twelve years 
this award is given to Carl H. Milam? 

Carl H. Milam, who has listened to our 
ints who has loved us, who has given of 
himself in everything that had to do with li- 
brari: inship, who now after ne arly thirty years 
of service with you, your Association, has been 
given this important post with the U.N.! He 
stands for something that we all should stand 
for. 

I have had very pleasant times at conventions. 
I have the most delightful memories. But 
nothing approaches the pride and exultation I 
feel when I am able to present this award to 
Carl, your friend, my friend! 

Carl, you know this award was first given to 
Mary U. Rothrock and second to Herbert 
Putnam, and now to Carl Milam. If it is to 
continue, may it always go to fine men and 
fine women, able and constructive, loyal and 
conscientious, leaders in their fields of librarian- 
ship! 

Carl H. Milam, executive and ambassador 
extraordinaire in the library world, with full 
consciousness of the honor that has been ac- 
corded to you by your fellow workers, I pre- 
sent with great happiness this award and cer- 
tificate in evidence thereof signed by President 


Rice and, humbly, by yours truly! 
o * ° 


Mr. McDiarmid then introduced John Mac- 
kenzie Cory, the new A.L.A. Executive Secre- 
tary and chairman, Committee on Awards. 


Mr. Munn’s 


Mr. McDiarmid next introduced Ralph Munn, 
Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, who spoke on 
Carl Milam—The Administrator.” (See pages 
P-3-4 of this issue.) 


Address 


Mr. Lydenberg’s Address 


Milton E, Lord, Public Library, Boston, in 








the absence of Harry M. Lydenberg read a 
paper prepi ared by him, “Milam, The Interna- 
tionalist.” (See pages P-5-6 of this Bulletin.) 


Mr. Robinson’s Address 
E. S. Robinson, Public Library, Vancouver, 
B.C., Canada, spoke on “Carl Milam—A Man’s 


Man,” on page P-7 in this issue. 


Mr. Milam’s Address 


Mr. McDiarmid then presented Carl H. 
Milam who said: 

I want to say, first, that Mrs. Milam and I 
were sitting behind the wings, knowing that 
something was going to happen toward the end 
of the session, but not having been properly 
informed, we ‘did not know that it had any- 
thing to do with Joe, or anything quite so dra- 
matic. This is quite unexpected. I thank you 
all, and I think maybe I had better say something 
besides “thank you.” 

Perhaps I am in a favorable position here to 
leave you a very brief message. Some of you 
heard me say the same thing before and I 
make no apology: for repetition—it’s worth it. 

You have, after ten years of work, produced 
remarkable plans for the development and 
improvement of libraries of all types. You 
have made practically no provision for the 
implementation of those plans. The job ahead 
is worthy of the best we have. 

You have recently adopted in the four year 
goals a new policy for libraries, a wonderful 
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statement of what libraries can do and must 
do to help people deal with the problems 
with which they must deal, and do it intellj- 
gently. 

I think it is the most advanced statement the 
Association has ever issued and, as I said 
yesterday, it is probably the greatest contribu- 
tion to library philosophy since the pioneer 
days of Melvil Dewey. 

You have made—we have made practically no 
provision for implementing that marvelous 
policy and making it effective. 

One item more: There have been some nice 
things said about international relations. There 
have been a large number of people who have 
worked extremely hard in the field of interna- 
tional relations most effectiv ely. We are grate- 
ful to the foundations that have made much 
of that work possible. The foundation funds 
will be exhausted on December 31, and our 
International Relations Office will close. The 
international board will, of course, carry on 
without funds if necessary, but will be only 
fractionally effective. ; 

There, then, are these big challenges await- 
ing the American Library Association for the 
next few months and the next several years. 

I am profoundly grateful, ladies and gentle- 
men, friends, for all of the nice things that 
have been said—however untrue some of them 
are. 

Mr. McDiarmid then declared the third gen- 
eral session adjourned. 


Fourth General Session 


The fourth general session convened in the 
ballroom, Convention Hall, Atlantic City, Fri- 
day evening, June 18, President Rice presiding. 
President Rice called the meeting to order and 
introduced Charles F. Gosnell, chairman, 
Resolutions Committee. 


Resolutions Committee 

Mr. Gosnell read the following resolution 
which was approved by Council: 

Resolved, That the American Library Associa- 
tion express its appreciation to all who have 
helped to make the 67th Annual Conference 
in Atlantic City a real success: To all the li- 
brarians of New Jersey, who have served as 
most gracious hosts, and especially the Local 
Committee, the staff of the New Jersey State 
Library, and the librarians of Atlantic City and 
Atlantic County; to the Garden Clubs of At- 
lantic City and vicinity for the flowers; to the 
Atlantic City Convention Bureau for its hospi- 
tality at the reception, square dance, and for 
effecting local arrangements. 


Announcement of Awards 
President Rice announced in addition to the 
awards presented at the third general session, 
the following others had been made: 
Newbery Medal: William Péne du Bois for 
the Twenty-one Balloons. 

Caldecott Medal: Roger Duvoisin, for illus- 
trations in Alvin Tresselt’s White Snow, Bright 
Snow. 

Dana Publicity Awards: A list of those re- 
ceiving the awards appeared on page 317 of 


the July-August A.L.A. Bulletin. 


Election Committee 
Andre S. Nielsen, chairman, Election Com- 
mittee, presented the report of the committee 
which appeared on page 321 of the July- 
August A.L.A. Bulletin. President Rice then 
introduced those elected who were in attend- 
ance at the conference. 


Presidential Address 
President Rice then presented President-Elect 


E. 
app 
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E. W. McDiarmid who gave the address which dent Rice presented Norman Cousins, editor, 
appeared on pages 289-93 of the July-August Saturday Review of Literature, whose address 
4 |..A. Bulletin. in abridged form appears on pages P-8-11. 
President Rice then declared the sixty-seventh 
Mr. Cousins’ Address conference of the American Library Association 
Following Mr. McDiarmid’s address, Presi- adjourned. 





Council 


DN RING the sixty-seventh annual conference of the American L ibrary Association in Atlantic City, 
Council held two sessions: Mond: uy afternoon, June 14, and Frid: ty morning, June 18. 
both i the Convention Hall Ballroom, with President Paul North Rice presiding. 


First Session 


Introduction 
After opening the first session, President Rice 
introduced the new Executive Secretary, John 
Mackenzie Cory, and the Interim Executive 
Secretary, Harold F. Brigham. 


Boards and Committees 
President-Elect E. W. McDiarmid, chairman, 
Committee on Boards and Committees, pre- 
sented his report. The Council approved this 
report as follows: 

That the following committees be discon- 
tinued: (a) Committee on Postwar Planning, 
(b) Committee on Library Administration, (c) 
Committee on Relations of Divisions to A.L.A., 
(d) Committee on Library Revenues, (e) Union 
List of Serials Supplement, Special Advisory 
Committee. 

That the following committees be discon- 
tinued and their functions transferred to the 
Committee on Constitution and By-Laws and 
the Fourth Activities Committee: (a) Divisional 
Relations, (b) Chapters, (c) State Relationships 
Joint Committee. 

That the Audio-Visual Committee be 
made a board, with the same statement of 
functions as at present. 

That there be established: Library Work 
as a Career Joint Committee, with member- 
ship, composed of representatives of national 
library organizations and other groups, whose 
purpose will be planning, sponsoring, and co- 
ordinating recruiting activities for librarian- 
ship. 

That the definitions of functions be ap- 
proved for the following committees: Imple- 
mentation of National Plans; Projected Books; 
American Junior Red Cross, Advisory Commit- 
tee on Children’s Book Translations; A.L.A. 
Archival and Library Materials; International 
Library Congress, American Committee on Ar- 
rangements; Letter Award; Great Issues; Guide 
to Comparative Literature and Intercultural 
Relations, Joint Committee; Library Service to 
Labor Groups, Joint Committee; Canadian Li- 
brary Association and A.L.A., Joint Committee; 
Documentation Service, Joint Committee; Edu- 
cational Film Library Association and A.L.A., 
Joint Committee; Library of Congress Catalog- 
ing, Joint Committee. 


That the names of the following com- 
wane be changed: 

a. Committee on Work with the Foreign 
Born be changed to Committee on Intercultural 
Action, with the following changes in definition 
of functions: Through books and reading serv- 
ices, to: (1) Further mutual understandin 
among cultural groups, of their life, literature, 
and esthetic experience as reflected in creative 
work, (2) Emphasize the unity, as persons, of 
diverse races, (3) Strengthen public under- 
standing of the aims and work of the United 
Nations, especially UNESCO, (4) Encourage 
the spread of information on race, group 
dynamics, and techniques for joint action, as a 
contribution to the right (aie of potential 
violence in areas of racial friction. 

b. Committee on Photographic Reproduction 
of Library Materials be changed to Committee 
on Photo Duplication and Multiple Copying 
Methods, with the following functions: (1) To 
maintain a continuing survey of technical im- 
provements and new techniques in +. 
duplication and multiple copying methods. (2 
To make recommendations to the library world 
for the application of these improvements and 
new techniques, (3) To make a survey report 
at least annually for publication. 


Objectives and Standards of Hospital 
Libraries Division 

Helen V. Pruitt, president, Hospital Libraries 
Divisions asked Council to approve adoption of 
the hospital library objectives and standards 
prepared by a joint committee of that division 
and the same division in the Special Libraries 
Association. Francis R. St. John, I Library Serv- 
ices U.S. Veterans Administration, W ashington, 
D.C., a member of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship, pointed out that there were 
certain inconsistencies in the terminology in 
regard to training, and asked if the report had 
been adopted by the Special Libraries Associa- 
tion Board of Directors. Elma T. Evans, $.L.A 
representative to the Council stated that the 
whole report had not been accepted by the 
S.L.A. Board of Directors. Council approved 
Mr. St. John’s motion that the adoption of 
these standards be tabled until the A.L.A. 
Midwinter Conference. 
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COUNCIL 


Resolution Honoring H. W. Wilson 


Charles H. Compton, St. Louis Public Li- 
brary, presented the following resolution which 
was unanimously approved by members and 
nonmembers of Council in a rising vote: 

Halsey William Wilson, we, the members of 
2 American Library Association assembled 

Atlantic City, greet you. We congratulate 
you upon the completion of 50 years of in- 
valuable libraries in the United 
States and throughout the world. We need 
only to imagine how far short of their present 
usefulness libraries would be, if you had not 
by what seems mere chance become a book man 
on a modest scale in the beginning, and then 
developed your organization throughout the 
years to the most important bibliographical en- 
te rprise ever conceived and brought to fruition 
man. We admire you for your 
success, we honor you for your character, “and 

nore a warm affection for you as a per- 
sonal friend to each and every one of us. Our 
good wishes go out to you for many years of 
continued happine ss and well- being. 


service to 


by any one 


’.S. Senate 
Committee 


Resolution to [ Appropriations 
Paul Howard, National Relations Office, pre- 
sented the following resolution which was ap- 
proved by Council: 
Resolved, That the Council of the American 
Library Association deplores the unwarranted 
action of the House of Representatives in de- 
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leting $5,000,000 from the funds of the State 
Department for intercultural cooperation with 
the Eastern Hemisphere and urges its restora- 
tion in the Senate in order that the services 
envisioned in the Smith-Mundt Act shall not 
be totally eliminated in the Eastern Hemisphere; 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
sent to the Senate Appropriations Committee. 


Fourth Activities Committee 

Ralph R. Shaw, chairman, Fourth Activities 
Committee, discussed the report of the com- 
mittee which appeared in the A.L.A. Bulletin: 
July-August, pages 295-306. Mr. Shaw em- 
phasized that this report was for discussion 
only, and that the committee would welcome 
suggestions from members. 


Constitution and By-Laws 


Susan Grey Akers, member, Committee on 
Constitution and By-Laws, presented the com- 
mittee’s report which recommended that Ar- 
ticle XII of the Constitution be amended 
published on page 328 of the July-August 
Bulletin. She asked Council for a second vote 
on this amendment. Council voted approval. 
Forrest B. Spaulding at this time voiced an 
objection from the Council member from Iowa, 
whom he was representing, that this representa- 
tive was opposed to the committee’s recom- 
mendation for an amendment to Article I, 
Section 2 of the By-Laws, which would be 
presented at the Third General Session. 


Second Session 


in mentation of National Plans 


Edward A. Chapman, chairman, Committee 
on easheattine of the National Plans read 
the following report which Council approved: 

The Committee on Implementation of the 
National Plans, organized in the course of last 
Midwinter Conference, Jan. 29-Feb. 1, 1948, 
has been operating approximately five months. 

Briefly described, the function of the com- 
mittee is “To encourage the study and use 
of the National Plans for Library Service” 
which have been developed - every type of 
libracy and library service. Basic to this 
function is the critical problem of how all 
librarians, trustees, and friends of libraries can 
proceed immediately and vigorously to for- 
ward the national plans for the increase and 
improvement of all types of libraries and library 
services to a uniformly competent level, na- 
tionally. 

A campaign of this kind is the toughest to put 
over: The selling of an idea. The committee 
recognized at the outset and has had its point 


underscored by experience, that this move- 
ment must involve a constant job of promotion: 
Selling the idea to the very people most inter- 
ested in the outcome of the movement, the 
librarians themselves, selling to the public 
whose support is needed, and in the final 
analysis, to those who can make possible the 
government backing required for long range suc- 
cess of the movement. 

To reach its goal through so many divergent 
channels, the committee set up the following 
as a working program: 

1. To cause and assist the organization or 
reorganization of state planning committees 
for libraries in every state so that they uni- 
formly represent the interests of all types of 
libraries and include all other representation 
that can conceivably contribute to or affect li- 
brary planning and plan execution; the sug- 
gested name of such comprehensive committees, 
state planning and implementation committees 
for libraries. 

To arrange for and assist in the establish- 
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ment of a centralized, unified, and controlled 
program of publicity for continuously interpret- 
ing and publicizing the objectives, acts, and 
accomplishments of the state planning and im- 
plementation committees. This is the keystone 
of the whole structure. 

3. To cause and assist the organization of 
citizen support on a statewide basis in every 
state with key representation in each state and 
federal voting district and in each county or 
similar unit of local government. 

4. To cause and assist the formal or informal 
organization of representatives of state plan- 
ning and implementation committees on a 
regional basis for the purpose of exchanging 
experiences and procedures and information of 
successes and failures in planning and plan 
execution efforts; such organization to follow 
the pattern of arbitrarily determined geographi- 
cal regions or the pattern of existing regional 
library associations. 

5. To act and operate as a clearing house of 
information and services nationally, for all state 
planning and implementation committees; to 
include such activities as the preparation and 
distribution of nationally applicable releases to 
all state planning committees, speakers’ bureau 
service and such other activities designed to 
promote and assist in the full development 
and operation of state planning and implemen- 
tation committees. 

6. To cooperate insofar as possible in the 
work of other national A.L.A. committees and 
groups engaged in specific phases of library 
planning and plan execution. 

As part of setting the campaign into motion 
nationally, direct mail was used as a contact- 
means. The first of two releases planned to 
transmit specific suggestions for local action 
were sent to the editors of national, state, and 
local library publications. A memorandum, with 
appropriate attachments emphasizing the or- 
ganization of the comprehensive state planning 
and implementation committee, and suggesting 
a national plans session in conjunction with 
state library association conferences, was ad- 
dressed to presidents of state, provincial, and 
reg.onal library associations and to chairmen 
of citizen library and trustee organizations. 
This was sent also to state representatives who 
were designated to participate in the organiza- 
tion meeting of the C.I.N.P. Only to this 
extent has committee activity been national in 
scope. 

Individual members of the committee have 
concerned themselves with ways and means 
of reaching the local special groups which they 
represent nationally, in order that the force of 
these groups can be applied to the organiza- 
tion and operation of the all-inclusive, common- 
cause state planning and implementation com- 


mittee in all states. As it has been possible, 
and within their means, certain committee 
members have accepted local assignments to 
explain the objectives of the committee and to 
urge organization for the implementation of 
the national plans for library service. 

Five months’ experience has drawn this pic- 
ture clearly: a movement with as vital a goal 
as this, and as wide an audience to reach (the 
length and breadth of the United States, 
through several levels of population) cannot 
intelligently be set in motion, carried on eff- 
ciently, or pushed to a successful conclusion 
without the concentrated drive which only 
constant attention and adequate staff can give. 
A committee, composed of voluntary members 
whose primary attention must be directed to 
their iobs at home, cannot press the program 
systematically. In short, the business of im- 
plementing the national plans on a national 
basis appears to be more of a staff than volun- 
teer function. 

As may be realized, the program of the Com- 
mittee on Implementation of National Plans, 
cutting across as it does all library planning 
and plan execution in all fields of service, neces- 
sarily involves the establishment of some sort 
of formal relationship with all other A.L.A. 
commissions and committees concerned with 
national aspects of planning in their respective 
fields. Since the Committee on Implementation 
of the National Plans believes that the fixing 
of this relationship does not fall within its 
purview, and since the functioning of the 
committee is directly dependent upon defini. 
tion of its channels of operation, it is recom- 
mended that the purpose and program of the 
committee be reviewed by the Executive Board, 
with the objective of specifying the administra- 
tive brainwork or committee operations. 

In view of the confusion on this point, the 
committee submits no other recommendation 
at this time. 


Intellectual Freedom 
David K. Berninghausen, chairman, Com- 
mittee on Intellectual Freedom, presented the 
report of the committee and asked Council to 
adopt the revised Library Bill of Rights. After 
some discussion, Council approved the state- 
ment as it appeared on page 285 of the July- 
August Bulletin. Mr. Berninghausen mentioned 
that the A.L.A. committee had been instru- 
mental in organizing intellectual freedom com- 
mittees in nineteen states so far. He next 
presented the “Resolution Protesting Loyalty 
Investigations in Libraries” which was prepared 
by the A.L.A. Committee on Intellectual Free- 
dom and the A.L.A. Board on Personnel Ad- 

ministration which appears below. 
Wuereas, It is the firm conviction of the 
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COUNCIL 


Council of the American Library Association, 
as expressed in its formally adopted “Library 
Bill of Rights,” that libraries must provide 
impartially information on all points of view 
concerning the problems and issues of our times, 
and 

Wuereas, Librarians must have the freedom 
“to devote themselves to the practice of their 
profession without fear of interference or of 
dismissal for political, religious, or racial rea- 
sons,” according to the A.L.A.’s_ formally 
adopted “Principles of Tenure in Libraries,” 
and 

Wuereas, Some libraries already have been 
subjected to loyalty investigations, requiring 
signed statements from the staff as to affiliation 
with specifically named organizations, and such 
investigations tend to intimidate employees, 
limit intellectual freedom by thought control, 
and impair the effectiveness of the service, and 

Wuereas, Loyalty investigations, seemingly 
harmless in themselves, are symptomatic of a 
dangerous tendency requiring conformity in the 
thinking of public employees, therefore 

Be it Resolved, That the Council of the 
American Library Association, in conference 
assembled at Atlantic City, N.J., June 18, 1948, 
record its unqualified condemnation of the use 
of loyalty investigations in libraries, in the firm 
belief that the security of the state can best be 
maintained by defending, against all attacks, 
the basic freedoms which are our nation’s most 
treasured heritage, and 

Be it Further Resolved, That copies of this 
action be transmitted to the President of the 
United States, to each member of the U.S. 
Congress, to the Attorney General, and to the 
principal press and radio services. 

Council, in a show of hands, approved the 
resolution after considerable discussion and over 
the protests of several members. It was pointed 
out by Paul Howard that it was the improperly 
framed loyalty order with which we are con- 
cerned. As he stated: “Our resolution should 
be against the abuse of loyalty orders rather 
than against the loyalty orders in themselves.” 


Descriptive Cataloging 

Susan M. Haskins, chairman, Committee on 
Descriptive Cataloging, Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, read the report of the com- 
mittee which had been approved by the mem- 
bers of the division. (See pages P-32-33 of 
this issue.) The report was accepted by Coun- 
cil and Miss Haskins was given a vote of 
thanks. 


Library Unions Round Table 


Adele C. Martin, chairman, Library Unions 
Round Table presented two resolutions, one on 
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intellectual freedom and human rights, and the 
other on presentation of labor’s point-of-view 
in libraries. (See page P-75.) No action was 
taken by Council. 


Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People 


Mrs. Dilla Whittemore MacBean, chairman 
of the division’s Committee on Radio Broad- 
casts and Recordings read for Jean C. Roos, 
division president, the following resolution 
which Council approved: 

The Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People at its business meeting on June 
16 considered the recent very considerable 
progress in television, and the growing number 
of programs available through the establishment 
of new facilities and the increased audience 
resulting from expanding home purchase of 
television sets. Because of the potential influ- 
ence of television and because patterns of 
program production and content are now de- 
veloping, the division believes that librarians 
should be urged to get acquainted with tele- 
vision by working with local stations in all 
possible ways and that A.L.A. as an association 
should express its interest and concern in the 
development of television programs of quality 
and significance. 

To that end the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People recommends en- 
dorsement by the A.L.A. Council of the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Wuereas, Television is a powerful medium 
of communication and has vast educational 
potentialities, 

Be It Resolved by the American Library As- 
sociation assembled at its conference at At- 
lantic City: (1) That libraries study its possi- 
bilities; (2) That libraries take a constructive 
part in helping develop program standards that 
will contribute to the educational development 
and recreation of all people; (3) That libraries 
be alert to opportunities to use television as a 
means of promoting library services. 


Federal Relations 


Paul Howard, National Relations Office, pre- 
sented the following resolution, which was ap- 
proved by Council: 

Be it resolved that it shall be the policy of 
the American Library Association to maintain 
an office in Washington to represent the various 
interests of libraries and librarians. Basic 
operations of the office shall be supported (and 
instead of ‘shall,’ the International Relations 
Board would like to have the word ‘may’) if 
necessary, from regular A.L.A. income, but the 
Association may also secure grants of outside 
funds for specific projects. 
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International Relations Board 


Milton E. Lord, member, International Rela- 
tions Board asked the Council to approve a 
recommendation from the board authorizing 
it to appoint a committee of interested citizens 
to advise the A.L.A. and the American library 
profession on ways of meeting opportunities 
for useful international oe relations 
through libraries. Council approved authoriza- 
tion for formation of such a committee. 


Finance Committee Members 
President-Elect McDiarmid proposed that 
Walter T. Brahm, Nancy E. Hoyle, and G. 
Flint Purdy be elected to the Finance Com- 
mittee. Council approved the election of these 
three as members of the Finance Committee. 


Endowment Funds 

Interim Executive Secretary Brigham read a 
statement prepared by Mr. McDiarmid in 
which he asked Council to authorize the Execu- 
tive Board, if it deems necessary, to expend 
from endowment funds a sum not to exceed 
$40,000 for any programs it considers worthy 
of implementation. This sum is in addition to 
the $40,000 per year authorized by Council for 
a three-year experimental period. It was 
pointed out that through a sale of A.L.A. 
property, a sum of approximately $100,000 will 
probably be turned over to endowment funds. 
In effect, therefore, the endowment funds have 
not decreased as much as Council authorized. 


Without the use of this sum, it would mean 
there would be no funds for running the In- 
ternational Relations Office, implementation of 
the national plans, or putting on an extensive 
recruiting program. Charles H. Compton, St. 
Louis Public Library, objected to the proposal 
because of its importance and the fact that 
some of the Council members had left and the 
rest were “waiting to go and eat.” He pro- 
posed that the motion be withdrawn, to which 
Mr. McDiarmid agreed. Council approved the 
withdrawal. 


Divisional Relations 


Mr. Brigham read the following report of 
the Committee on Divisional Relations, of which 
Benjamin Edward Powell is chairman: 

The Divisional Relations Committee recom- 
mends that the Round Table for Work with 
Teachers and School Administrators be dis- 
continued. 

This recommendation follows the suggestion 
of Margaret R. Greer, chairman of the round 
table. This group was created at the Mil- 
waukee Conference in 1942. Last year its 
membership was eighteen. In response to in- 
quiries sent out by Miss Greer concerning the 
future of the round table, eleven either 
failed to reply or voted for its discontinuance. 
The members of the Divisional Relations Com- 
mittee recommend, therefore, that the round 
table be discontinued effective immediately. 

Council approved the report. 


aft 
La 


tuc 


tul 
Ca 


lar 








Divisions 


Association of College and Reference Libraries 


HE A.C.R.L. held two general sessions at the 

Atlantic City Conference. 

At the first session which was held Tuesday 
afternoon, June 15, in Convention Hall, Dr. 
Lawrence S. Thompson, University of Ken- 
tucky, Lexington, read the paper “Current 
Recruiting Activities and Suggestions for Fu- 
ture Programs,” prepared by Beverley S. S. 
Caverhill, University of Redl: inds Library, Red- 
ae Calif. Eugene P. Watson, Northwestern 
State College Library, Natchitoches, La., gave 
a paper, “The Literature of Recruiting.” The 
reports of the special committees authorized 
at the San Francisco Conference a year ago 
were given by their re spective chairmen as 
follows: Committee on Recruiting, Dr. Law- 
rence S. Thompson; Membership Committee, 
Wayne S. Yenawine, U.S. University of the Air 
Libraries, Maxwell Air Force Base, Montgom- 
ery, Ala; and Committee on Educational 
Preparation and Qualifications for Librarian- 
ship, Jerrold Orne, Washington University Li- 
braries, St. Louis, Mo. Ralph R. Shaw, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Library, Washing- 
ton, D.C., summarized the tentative proposals 
of the Fourth Activities Committee, emphasiz- 
ing that these proposals are intended not as a 
blueprint for action, but as a point of departure 
for discussion and suggestion by the entire 
A.L.A. membership. 

The second general session of A.C.R.L. was 
held Friday afternoon, June 18, in Convention 
Hall. Joseph A. Brandt, Henry Holt and Co., 
New York City, gave a paper “The Challenge 
of Public Affairs;” Dr. Benjamin E. Powell, 
Duke University Library, Durham, N.C., who 
is the incoming president of the A.C.R.L., read 
a paper, “The Second Decade,” in which he 
sketched briefly the history of A.C.R.L. and 
discussed the possibilities for the development 
of A.C.R.L. in the second decade of its exist- 


ence. The executive secretary of the A.C.R.L. 
gave a report on the work of his office during 
its first year. 

The board of directors of A.C.R.L. met twice 
in Atlantic City. The board agreed that it will 
be the policy of A.C.R.L. to cooperate with 
the A.L.A. in its plan for regional meetings in 
1949, and that the midwinter meeting will 
be designated as the annual meeting of 
A.C.R.L. for the transaction of business; au- 
thorized the continuation of the four special 
committees: Membership, Recruiting, Financial 
Needs, and Educational Preparation and Quali- 
fications for Librarianship, originally set up at 
the San Francisco Conference; and approved 
the distribution of not more than 100 subscrip- 
tions to College and Research Libraries (the 
official journal of A.C.R.L.) as gifts of A.C.R.L. 
to our foreign colleagues who, because of cur- 
rency restrictions and for other reasons, are 
unable t@ subscribe themselves at this time. 

The texts of the papers and reports given at 
the two general sessions of A.C.R.L. and the 
full proceedings of the meetings of the board 
of directors will appear in an early issue of 
College and Research Libraries. 

The officers for the year 1948-49 are: presi- 
dent, Dr. Benjamin E. Powell, Duke Univer- 
sity Library, Durham, N.C.; vice president and 
president-elect, Wyllis E. Wright, Williams Col- 
lege Library, Williamstown, Mass.; past presi- 
dent, William Hugh Carlson, director of College 
Libraries, Oregon System of Higher Educa- 
tion, Corvallis; treasurer, Robert W. Orr, Iowa 
State College Library, Ames; directors-at-large: 
W. P. Kellam, University of North Carolina 
Library, Chapel Hill; Elizabeth Neal, Compton 
Junior College Library, Compton, Calif.; Anne 
M. Smith, University of British Columbia Li- 
brary, Vancouver. 

N. Orwin Rusu, Executive Secretary 


Agricultural Libraries Section 


The Agricultural Libraries Section met on 
Tuesday evening, June 15, in Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City with Dr. James G. Hodgson, 
Colorado A, & M. College, Fort Collins, pre- 
siding, and ag Louise B. Wheeler, College 
of Agriculture Library, University of Cali- 
fornia, Davis, acting as secretary in the absence 
- Nelle U. Branch, College of Agriculture 
Library, University of California, Davis. 

Following a paper by Louise O. Bercaw, U. S$ 


Department of Agriculture Library, Washing- 
ton, D.C., on “Library Service to Technical 
Agriculturists,” the section voted the appoint- 
ment of a committee with Miss Bercaw as 
chairman, to study the possibilities of obtain- 
ing translation services for agricultural workers. 

The second paper, “A Study of the Experi- 
ment Station Record, 1933-46,” by Laura I. 
Makepeace and Lorene M. Ashton, both of 
Colorado A. & M. College Library, Fort Col- 
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lins, resulted in a motion that the attention of 
the UNESCO authorities be called to those sub- 
jects not now adequately covered by abstract 
services. 

The third paper was “Needed Reference 
Services for American Agriculture” by John H. 
Moriarty, Purdue University Libraries, Lafay- 
ette, Ind. 

It was moved, seconded, and carried unani- 


CONFERENCE 


mously that the executive secretary of the 
A.C.R.L. be requested not to schedule the 
Agricultural Libraries Section at the same time 
as the Engineering School Libraries Section. 
The report of the Nominating Committee was 
accepted and on motion John H. Moriarty was 
elected chairman, and Nelle U. Branch secre- 
tary for the coming year. 
Louise B. WHEELER, Acting Secretary 


College Libraries Section 


The meeting of the College Libraries Section 
of A.C.R.L. was held Wednesday, June 16, at 
10:00 a.m., in Room 20, Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City. Ermine Stone, Sarah Lawrence 
College Library, Bronxville, N.Y., acted as 
chairman in the absence of Mrs. Evelyn Steel 
Little. 

Mrs. Ada J. English, New Jersey College for 
Women Library, New Brunswick, chairman, 
Program Committee, introduced the main 
speaker, Robert W. Christ, Duke University 
f ibre ry, Durham, N.C., who presented a paper 
on “Acquisition Work in College Libraries. 
Mr. Christ reported on a study he made last 
winter of acquisition work in ‘the libraries of 
ten Eastern colleges. He concluded this paper 
with a presentation of tentative standards for 
the organization, functions, and performance of 
the acquisition department in a college library, 
which he had developed on the basis of current 
practices in the libraries studied. 

The audio-visual aids panel consisted of Ed- 
ward T. Schofield, Board of Education, New- 
ark, who acted as ee Ermine Stone, 
Sarah Lawrence College Library, Bronxville, 
N.Y.; Humphrey G. Bousfield, Brooklyn Col- 
lege Library, Brooklyn, N.Y., who se nt in his 
report; Mrs. Eva Epstein, Teachers College 
Library, Columbia University, New York City, 
and Herbert B. Anstaett, Franklin and Mar- 


shall College Library, Lancaster, Pa.  Partici- 
pants in the faculty status panel were: Morris 

Gelfand, Queens College Library, Flushing, 
N.Y., who acted as chairman; David R. Wat- 
kins, College of St. Thomas Library, St. Paul, 
Minn.; Eileen Thornton, Vassar College Li- 
brary, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; and Alexander 
Laing, Dartmouth College Library, Hanover, 
N.H. Brief comments from the floor followed 
both panel discussions. 

The Nominating Committee, consisting of 
Helen I. Borneman, John Stewart Memorial 
Library, Wilson College, Chambersburg, Pa., 
chairman, Kenneth J. Boyer, Bowdoin College 
Library, Brunswick, Me., Mrs. Alice E. Han- 
sen, James Laughlin Me morial Library, Penn- 
sylvania College for Women, Pittsburgh, and 
Frances Kemp, Reed College Library, Port- 
land, Ore., recommended the following names, 
which were accepted as officers of the section: 
chairman, Ermine Stone, Sarah Lawrence Col- 
lege, Bronxville, N.Y., vice chairman and chair- 
— -elect, Wyman W. Parker, Kenyon College 

Library, Gambier, Ohio; secretary, Janet Agnew, 
Bryn Mawr College Library, Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
Humphrey G. Bousfield, Brooklyn College Li- 
brary, Brooklyn, N.Y., serves for two more 
years as the College Libraries Section repre- 
sentative on the A.C.R.L. Board of Directors. 

Herspert B. ANSTAETT, Secretary 


Engineering School Libraries Section 


About thirty-five people attended the 1948 
convention meeting of the Engineering School 
Libraries Section of A.C.R.L. at Atlantic City 
on Tuesday evening, June 15. Madeleine Gib- 
son, Michigan College of Mining and Tech- 
nology Library, Houghton, chairman, presented 
two speakers who offered divergent views on 
the theme of “Training for Engineering Li- 
brarianship.” The first speaker, Dr. Herbert 
Goldhor, University of Illinois Library School, 
Urbana, gave a paper on “The Case Against 
Specialized Training for Engineering Librarian- 
ship.” The second speaker, Dr. Vernon D. 
Tate, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Cambridge, entitled his talk “New Fields to 
Conquer, or, Is the Grass Greener on the Other 


Side of the Fence?” 

Both papers brought out stimulating ideas 
on a topic of vital interest, evoking a lively 
question and discussion period from the engi- 
neering librarians and library educators present. 

Reports were given from the several com- 
mittees appointed during the year. Miss C Gibson 
read a letter from Johanna E. Allerding, Engi- 
neering Library, University of California at 
Los Angeles, who re ported that work is still 
progressing on the cataloging survey, and that 
questionnaires will be sent out when the direc- 
tory is available. Upon their return a critical 
and statistical analysis will be made. 

The directory, which has been compiled by 


John B. O'Farrell, College of the City of New 
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York Library, is virtually completed and will 
be sent to members when final arrangements 
are made on the form of printing. It will list 
between four and five hundred people, and con- 
tain three parts—one of librarians at institutions 
where engineering is taught, one of librarians 
serving directly in engineering departmental 
libraries, and one of faculty advisers. 

William H. Hyde, Illinois Institute of Tech- 
nology Library, Chicago, who is hard at work 
on the survey of salary schedules, collections, 
staff, budget, etc., reported that of ‘the seventy- 
one replies already received from a possible 
one hundred thirty- four accredited engineering 
schools, much interesting data has appeared. 

A brief report on financial expenditures for 
the year was given by the secretary: $24.49 of 


$50 allotted to us was spent on promotional 
activities and postage. 

In the absence of the chairman of the 
Nominations Committee, Marguerite M. Cham- 
berlain, Eastman Library, Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, Cambridge, her report 
was presented by Mrs. Ruth Lane, Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, Cambridge. 

The officers for next year are: director, Har- 
old Lancour, University of Illinois Library 
School, Urbana; chairman, Madeleine Gibson, 
Michigan College of Mining and Technology 
Library, Houghton; secretary, Natalie Nichol- 
son, Harvard Graduate School of Engineering, 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 


NATALIE N. NICHOLSON, Secretary 


Junior College Libraries Section 


The meeting of the Junior College Libraries 
Section was held in Convention Hall, Thursday 
aftenoon, June 17. The chairman, Louise 
Roewekamp, East Los Angeles Junior College 
Library, Los Angeles, Calif., presided. In the 
absence of the secret: ary, Irene Mensing, City 
College of San Francisco, San Francisco, Calif., 
Daisy L. Anderson, Montague Library, Mars 
Hill ‘College, Mars Hill, N.C., served as acting 
secretary. 

The program consisted of a challenging ad- 
dress by Dr. Jean Phyllis Black, Van Port 
Extension Center of the Oregon State System 
of Higher Education, Portland, on the subject 
“Junior Colleges and Public Opinion.” A dis- 
cussion period followed. 

The business session followed. Dr. B. Lamar 
Johnson, Stephens College Library, Columbia, 
Mo., who is director of the section, reviewed 
briefly the progress of the special library com- 
mittee established jointly by two research com- 
mittees of the American Association of Junior 
Colleges at its 1947 winter meeting. The com- 
mittee composed of Dr. Johnson, chairman, Dr. 
Rodney Cline, and Miss Roewekamp (successor 
to Mary Harrison Clay, Northeast Junior Col- 
lege, Louisiana State University, Monroe) was 
given a two-fold task: (1) to identify problems 
on the junior college level needing investiga- 
tion; (2) to explore the possibilities of preparing 
and publishing a list of books recommended 
for junior college libraries. Dr. Johnson stated 
that a preliminary report had been made to 
the American Association of Junior Colleges 
and to the San Francisco Conference, and that 
the published report, “Junior College Library 
Problems,” had appeared in the Junior College 
Journal, December 1947. The committee hee as 
concluded that there is a definite need for a 





basic and continuing list of “learning resources” 
at the junior college level, particularly in view 
of the amount of expansion in the junior college 
field. H.W. Wilson, New York City, was pres- 
ent, and stated that if 1000 subscribers could 
be obtained, a standard catalog for junior col- 
leges similar in scope and arrangement to the 
Standard Catalog for High School Libraries 
would be begun, the subscription to be on a 
six-year basis and to include a basic list of ap- 
proximately 5000 titles with five annual cumu- 
lated supplements at the rate of $8 per annum. 
A completely new edition every six years is 
contemplated. A poll of those present indi- 
cated that junior college librarians would sup- 
port the project enthusiastically. Mr. Wilson 
pointed out that Wilson catalog cards would 
be available for all titles listed in the catalogs. 
A large number of those present signified their 
interest in the cards. 

The following motions were carried: (1) that 
the 1947 minutes be approved as read; (2) 
that the chairman be empowered to pay all 
bills incurred by oa chairmen and _ to 
spend the balance on the Junior College Direc- 
tory; (3) that the regions set up by accredit- 
ing agencies, with their chairmen, be retained 
for purposes of standards, and that the seven 
regions designated by A.L.A. for purposes of 
the regional conferences in 1949 be accepted 
and new chairmen be appointed whenever 
necessary; (4) that the report of the Resolu- 
tions Committee, of which Ardis G. Anderson 
was chairman, be adopted. 

Frances L. Meals, regional chairman for New 
England, read a report of her activities for the 
year, Mary Vick Burney, University of Ten- 
nessee Junior College Library, Martin, repre- 
sentative on the A.C.R.L. Committee on 
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Budget, Compensation, and Schemes of Service, 
briefly reviewed the work of the committee and 
stated that the score card would be available 
Miss Roewekamp distributed cop- 
ies of a checklist of materials desired by the 
A.C.R.L. Publications Committee, and urged 
the cooperation of members in sending these 


in October. 


materials prepaid to the office of the A.C.R.L. 
Executive Secretary. 

The following officers were elected: direc- 
tor, C. Lawrence Lynn, Wright Junior College 
Library, Chicago; chairman, Ardis G. Ander- 
son, Waldorf College, Forest City, Iowa; vice 
chairman, Frances L. Meals, Colby Junior Col- 


lege, New London, N.H.; secretary, Daisy L, 
Anderson, Mars Hill College, Mars Hill, N.C, 

Miss Roewekamp stated that the section was 
sponsoring a booth at the conference this year 
for the first time, and asked for expressions 
from members as to the desirability and value 
of this project for the future. The members 
were unanimous in their approval. 

Miss Roewekamp turned the meeting over 
to the new chairman, Miss Anderson, who 
greeted the section, appointed the Nominating 
Committee and a By-Laws Committee for next 
year, and declared the meeting adjourned. 

Daisy L. ANDERSON, Acting Secretary 


Libraries of Teacher-Training Institutions Section 


The meeting was called to order on Friday, 
June 18, at 10:15 a.m. by the chairman, 
Lyndal Swofford, Western Illinois State C ollege 
Library, Macomb. The attendance was about 
sixty. The program was as follows: “Nonbook 
Materials in a Teachers College Library,” by 
Marion B. Grady, Ball State Teachers College 
Library, Muncie, Ind.; “We Read With Ease, 
by Eleanor Weir Welch, Illinois State Normal 
University Library, Normal; “The Virtues of 
Want,” by Charles R. Flack, State Teachers 
College, Clarion, Pa. 

The stimulating nature of the papers was 
evident in the discussion which followed. 

In the business session, re ports were given 
by the Nominating Committee consisting of 
Lucile Z. Crosby, Illinois State Normal Uni- 
versity, Normal, chairman; Helen A. Ganser, 
State College for Teachers Library, Millers- 
ville, Pa., and Ruth Fleming, San Francisco 


State College Library, San Francisco, Calif.; 
by the Committee on Four Year Goals, consist- 
ing of Dr. J. H. Lancaster, George Peabody 
College for Teachers, Nashville, Tenn., chair- 
man, Mary-Louise Neumann, National College 
of Education Library, Evanston, IIl., and Elea- 
nor Weir Welch, Illinois State Normal Univer- 
sity Library, Normal; and by Ethel M. Feagley, 
Teachers € College Library, Columbia University, 
New York City, on the work done by herself 
and Mary Virginia Gaver, State Teachers Col- 
lege, Trenton, N.J., as representatives of the 
section on integration of library materials with 
teaching. 

The officers elected for 1948-49 are: chair- 
man, John Herrold Lancaster, George Peabody 
College for Teachers, Nashville 4, Tenn.; sec- 
retary and chairman-elect, Frances G. Hepin- 
stall, State Teachers College Library, Buffalo. 

Joun Herroip LancasTER, Secretary 


Reference Librarians Section 


The Reference Librarians Section held a 
combined program and business meeting at 
the Convention Hall in Atlantic City on Fri- 
day morning, June 18. Robert W. Christ, Duke 
University Library, Durham, N.C., chairman of 
the section, presided. 

In keeping with the general conference 
theme, the subject of the meeting was “Refer- 
ence Problems Presented by Public Interest in 
Current Issues.” 

Bradley W. Leonard, Public Library, New- 
ark, N.J., discussed sources found useful in 
answering questions on race relations, United 
Nations, control of atomic energy, labor-man- 
agement problems, and similar issues. 

Alexander Laing, Dartmouth College Li- 


brary, Hanover, N.H., presented a stimulating 
paper on the need for humanism in reference 
work, with emphasis on the librarian’s re- 
sponsibility for educating readers to all angles 
of today’s problems. 

Constance M. Winchell, Columbia Univer- 


sity Library, New York City, gave a oe 
report on the new edition’ of Miss Mu ges 
Guide to Reference Books. The new edition 
will be ready for publication in 1950. 

The business meeting which followed cen- 
tered in a discussion of the work of the section, 
introduced by Mary N. Barton, Enoch Pratt 
Free Library, Baltimore, in a paper entitled 
“What Should Be the Purposes and Activities 
of the Reference Librarians Section?” Harold 
G. Russell, University of Minnesota Library, 
Minneapolis, reported for the Committee on 
New Reference Tools. 

Officers for 1948-49 are: chairman, Robert 
W. Christ, Duke University Library, Durham, 
N.C. (re-elected); vice chairman and chairman- 
elect, Dorothy M. Black, University of Illinois 
Library, Urbana; secretary, Katharine G. Har- 
ris, Public Library, Detroit; director, Margaret 
Hutchins, School of Library Service, Columbia 
University, New York City. 

RutuH M. ErRtanpson, Secretary 
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University Libraries Section 


The University Libraries Section met on 
Thursday afternoon, June 17, in Convention 
Hall, Atlantic City, with Dr. Robert A. Miller, 
Indiana University, Bloomington, presiding. 
The theme of the program was “Rare Books in 
the University Library.” John Cook Wyllie, 
Alderman Library, University of Virginia, 
ienedh. spoke on “The Need for Rare 
Books in the University Library;” Dr. Lawrence 
Clark Powell, University of California at Los 
Angeles Library, discussed the “Administration 
and Policy Relating to Rare Books in the Uni- 
versity Library;” and John Alden, University of 


Pennsylvania Library, Philadelphia, gave a pa- 
per on the “Organization and Service of Rare 
Books in the University Library.” It is ex- 
pected that these three papers will appear in 
print either as a booklet or in College and 
Research Libraries. At the business meeting 
following the program, the University Libraries 
Section elected Dr. Stephen A. ‘McCarthy, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., as chairman 
for 1948-49, and Dr. Raynard C. Swank, Stan- 
ford University, Stanford University, Calif., as 
secretary. 

WILLIAM H. Jesse, Secretary 


Division of Cataloging and Classification 


NHREE general meetings of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification were held in 
Atlantic City: two program sessions and a busi- 
ness session. There were, in addition, three 
meetings of the executive board and a luncheon 
meeting of the Council of Regional Groups. 


First General Session 

The topic of this meeting, held in the Ball- 
room of Convention Hall on Tuesday evening, 
June 15, was: “The Public Relations of the 
Division and its Members.” M. Ruth Mac- 
Donald, Army Medical Library, Washington, 
D.C.,, president of the division, presided. 

Five short papers on various aspects of 
catalogers’ public relations were presented: 
(1) ‘ ‘Our Place in the Library World; Report of 
the Special Committe ; on Relations with the 
A.L.A.,” by Maurice F. Tauber, School of Li- 
brary Service, eet University; (2) “Our 
Public Relations, Report of the Committee on 
Public Relations,” by Mary Elizabeth Miller, 
Enoch Pratt Free Libr: ary, Baltimore; (3) “Satis- 
factions in Cataloging,” by Mary Darrah Her- 
rick, Pratt Institute I library School, Brooklyn; 
(4) “Reapers of Thistles -_ the Wind,” by 
Marjorie R. Shaw, Public Library, Brockton, 
Mass.; and (5) “Technical Services in Library 
Service, or “The New Look’,” by Ralph A. 
Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit. Since the 
last three papers oil be published in the pro- 
fessional press, no attempt is made to report 
them here, except to note that they were very 
well received, both by the specially invited 
library administrators and by the catalog li- 
brarians present at the me eting. 


Special Committee on Relations with the A.L.A. 

At Chicago I reported, as chairman of the 
Special Committee on Relations with the 
A.L.A., which consists of the officers of the 


division and Charles F. Gosnell, State Library, 
Albany, N. Y., and Wyllis E. Wright, Wil- 
liams College Library, W illiamstown, Mass., 
on the work we had done in our efforts to im- 
prove relations with the Headquarters staff. 
The essence of the report was that the Execu- 
tive Board of the A.L.A. expressed regret both 
that the request for a Headquarters representa- 
tive was not received prior to the meeting of 
the Budget Committee, and also that the A.L.A. 
did not have the funds to employ an executive 
secretary. It was suggested that we study our 
problem and present another report for the 
Budget Committee for its April meeting. This 
has been done, and the statement forms the 
basis of this report. 

The Division of Cataloging and Classification 
of the American Library Association has had an 
existence of almost fifty years. Its purposes and 
strength rest upon the assumption that catalog- 
ing and related methods of organizing materials 
for easy use are among the basic professional 
manifestations of librari: anship. Despite the 
tendency on the part of certain members of 
the profession to minimize the techniques and 
methods in cataloging, there has been a grow- 
ing concern about the difficulty of properly 
controlling the floods of materials which are 
descending upon libraries. 

The division has made distinct contributions 
to the solution of many of the problems in the 
general area of cataloging. Through its de- 
liberations, publications of various kinds, assist- 
ance in the codification of practices, and 
contributions to the general development of 
librarianship as a profession, the division rep- 
resents one of the strong pillars of the Asso- 
ciation. Through its large membership, it 
contributes substantially to the Association's an- 
nual income. Although it may be argued that 
catalogers as a group represent a personnel cate- 
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gory which cuts across various types of libraries, 
it is pertinent to point out that it has been this 
division, along with the Library of Congress, 
which has been concerned with problems of 
organizing materials in libraries of all types and 
sizes. 

It does not seem necessary to go into a de- 
tailed study of the funds which are allotted 
by the American Library Association to the 
several activities which are performed. It is 
quite obvious that the division has not been 
given financial assistance in proportion to its 
contributions. It has been forced to work in 
a narrow circle of endeavor, it has not been kept 
properly informed of queries and problems re- 
lating to cataloging which have come to the 
Headquarters office, and it has not been given 
adequate support in its publication and plan- 
ning programs. 

In order to permit the division to function at 
its highest point of efficiency, especially during 
this period when cataloging and bibliographical 
control are major problems which need con- 
centrated attention, it is essential that an execu- 
tive secretary for the division be appointed at 
A.L.A. Headquarters. The present procedure of 
volunteer assistance from the membership is 
useful in certain ways. It does not permit of 
over-all planning, organization of projects, col- 
lecting of pertinent data, economical and effi- 
cient approaches to problems, and extension 
and control of membership. What is needed is 
continued and directed effort which demands 
more time and energy than individual cata- 
logers can spare from their own duties. 

A program for the office of the executive 
secretary can be easily outlined. The rep- 
resentative could serve in the following capaci- 
ties: (1) as interpreter between administrators 
and catalogers in certain local situations; (2) 
as a central officer for answering questions 
which are now going to individuals, A.L.A. 
Headquarters, and library school teachers; (3) 
as executive secretary of the division, he would 
make proper provision of membership work 
and records, and division files; (4) as managing 
editor of the planned Cataloging Quarterly; 
(5) as a coordinator of the developing inter- 
national aspects of cataloging and related areas 
of work; (6) as a responsible supervisor of codes 
of practice, keeping them up-to-date and prop- 
erly revised; (7) as a developer of significant 
state, regional, and national conferences; (8) 
as an integrator of cataloging and classification 
with the efforts of bibliographers and others 
(especially technologists) interested in the 


prompt and economical control of printed and 
nonprint materials; (9) as a directive force in 
the improvement of professional education for 
catalogers; (10) as an initiator of studies in 


cataloging problems, with a view toward pub- 
lication of pertinent investigations and reports 
of experiments; (11) as a marshal of the present 
uncoordinated efforts in major projects of cen- 
tralized and cooperative cataloging. 

The leadership of the representative does not 
mean that present voluntary services of in- 
dividuals, committees, and regional groups will 
be diminished. Rather, he will serve to stimu- 
late, guide, and integrate such services so that 
they will become more significant in the de. 
velopment and progress of cataloging and cata- 
logers, as well as in the profession as a whole, 

In order to support the program as outlined, 
provision for a salary sufficient to employ an 
executive secretary, and for travel funds and 
adequate clerical assistance to support his work, 
is urgently needed. The division has presented 
the following proposals to the Budget Commit 
tee of A.L.A.: (1) provision of $10,000 to 
establish the program outlined in this memoran- 
dum; (2) funds collected from the sale of the 
Second Edition of the Second American Edition 
of the A.L.A. Catalog Rules, to be used by the 
office of the representative for the continuing 
revision of the Catalog Rules and for the 
preparation of special tools; (3) an allotment 
of $2500 a year to be made available to the 
executive board to pay for clerical assistance 
in routine matters, and in furthering the effec- 
tiveness of technical services in libraries, until 
such time as the office of the executive secre- 
tary can be established. 

On May 17, a letter from R. E. Dooley, 
comptroller, American Library Association, con- 
tained the following statement: “The tentative 
report of the Budget Committee will be con- 
sidered by the Executive Board at Atlantic 
City at which time, I assume, all the requests, 
including yours, will be considered more fully. 
Nothing at all definite one way or the other 
can be said now.” 

Maurice F. Tauser, Chairman 


Committee on Public Relations” 


The 1947 Constitution of the division pro- 
vides for a Committee on Public Relations to 
“serve as a medium of information, inquiry, and 
comment on the work of the Association and 
on matters pertaining thereto, to recruit quali- 
fied persons for cataloging and classifying; to 
take appropriate action to encourage member- 
ship in the Association.” To implement this 
provision, a Public Relations Committee with 
subcommittees on membership and _ recruiting 
was appointed late in 1947. 

As the committee and its subcommittees soon 
discovered, its assignment added up to a large 
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order. Only the Membership Committee knew 
exactly what its job was and it promptly began 
a letter-writing campaign under the chairman- 
ship of Mrs. Jacqueline Colby, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture Library, Ww ashington, DC. 
Letters were sent to prospectiv e members in- 
viting them to join the division, and follow-up 
letters were sent to welcome new members. 
In these letters, particular stress was laid on 
one feature of the Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion Division: its regional group organizations 
which spread the division’s activities and inter- 
ests all over the country, and give a great share 
of the members a chance for early experience 
and participation in division programs. 

In November 1947, the division demonstrated 
its concern for the future of the library pro- 
fession as a whole by sending two delegates to 
the special recruiting conference at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. It was the unqualified decision 
of the division that we should recruit librari- 
ans, thereby benefiting the profession as a 
whole, and not direct the division’s efforts 
toward recruiting catalogers alone. This con- 
ference was followed up by the organization 
during the Midwinter Conference of the Joint 
Committee on Library Work as a Career. 
Marion Phillips, Minneapolis Public Library, 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Recruiting, is 
our representative on the joint committee. 

The plans of the joint committee are far- 
teaching. New libraries are springing up in 
the government, schools, industry, hospitals, 
counties, and even overseas. To staff these 
new libraries and to carry on existing library 
services, each of us must accept the responsi- 
bility to search out and to attract good prospec- 
tive librarians. The joint committee can plan, 
furnish ideas, publish folders and guidance 
pamphlets, provide speakers and exhibits, and 
get stories of successful recruiting programs 
into print, but, in the last analysis it is each 
of us who is responsible for making librarian- 
ship appeal to alert, intelligent, and socially 
conscious young pe ople. 

Let me urge you to give jobs in your de- 
partments to college graduates who might like 
some preprofessional experie nce. When you 
hire these young people, it is to your own ‘ad- 
vantage to show that a catalog department is 
the backbone of the library, catalogers are 
human beings, and _ that codeine is fun. 
Make the work seem so challenging that they 
will consider it the highest test of their ability 
to qualify as a cataloger. It was Margaret 
Mann’s ability to make cataloging seem a test 
of one’s full c: apabilities which made it possible 
for her to persuade so many of her students to 
choose cataloging careers. 

Two phases of Public Relations Committee 


effort will be presented at this meeting by two 
members of the committee. Miss Herrick’s 
study on cataloging satisfactions is on the level 
of the individual worker. The information she 
presents will help in framing future programs. 
It will also be useful to any library administra- 
tor who is interested in understanding a basic 
library problem. Miss Shaw’s paper deals with 
public relations on a departmental level. It 
contains practical information which will help 
any catalog department interested in being 
helped out of a fairly common situation. 

Besides striving for improvements on these 
two levels this year, we have tried to increase 
publicity about our technical services and our 
technical service librarians. Talking is a com- 
mon practice. Technical service librarians talk- 
ing before general library meetings is not a 
common practice, but it should be. When your 
state or regional meetings are being planned, 
get yourselves and your work on the programs. 
Talking before groups grows on you, and you 
will be surprised at the acceptability of a new 
point of view in the presentation of an old 
problem. So do all of these things. You will 
like doing them so that others can be informed 
and stimulated. 

And remember! Public relations are with us 
every day and they are our own responsibility 
whether on a personal, a departmental, or an 
even broader professional level. In the words 
of Herbert M. Baus, in Public Relations at 
Work, public relations is a system of “getting 
attention, expressing ideas, establishing com- 
munication, and obtaining action. 

Mary E.urzasBeTH MiILierR, Chairman 


Social Hour 


The evening’s program was followed by a 
social hour. Over 1000 people enjoyed ‘the 
opportunity to greet old friends and meet pro- 
fessional colleagues. A few special exhibits of 
library equipment and supplies of special inter- 
est to technical service librarians, some novelty 
headgear, and refreshments helped to make the 
evening a success. 


Business Session 

The business session was held on Wednesday 
morning, June 16, in the Ballroom of Conven- 
tion Hall. Miss MacDonald presided. 

A brief report by the president requested ap- 
proval by the membership of the actions of the 
executive board in reconstituting the Joint 
Committee on Music Cataloging, discharging 
the Special Committee on Dewey Classifica- 
tion, the establishment in its place of an 
Advisory Subcommittee on the Dewey Classifi- 
cation attached to the Committee on Classifica- 
tion, and the setting-up of two subcommittees 
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of the Committee on Public Relations, one on 
recruiting and the other on membership. Ap- 
proval was given. 

The report of the executive secretary fol- 
lowed. 


Report of the Executive Secretary 

This is a report for your information on the 
business the executive board has conducted in 
a of the division since the San Francisco 

Conference last June. It is radically limited, 
however, because items previously reported 

News Notes are omitted. 

During the year, 15 board letters were sent 
out. They comprised 107 single-spaced type- 
written pages, or a total of 856 pages for the 
eight members of the executive board. The 
division has every right to be proud of the 
fact that there has been an immediate 100 
per cent response to each board letter. You are 
to be congratulated on your choice of members 
to serve on the board. 

It has been possible this year to make pro- 
vision for special membership file needs, 
through the use of a little money and a lot 
of fine volunteer help. The geographical file of 
members was reproduced and distributed to 
officers and to regional groups both present and 
proposed. A photographic copy of the current 
membership file was supplied to A.L.A. Head- 
quarters in Chicago, and provisions made for 
keeping it up-to-date. 

One of the board’s regrets is that it was 
financially unable to print the 1947 Constitu- 
tion for distribution to the members. The sec- 
tions dealing with regional group activities 
were mimeographed and distributed. These 
are the sections in which the most drastic 
changes were made after the document was 
printed in News Notes early in 1947. The 
1947-48 board has recommended to the 1948- 
49 board that it reconsider the feasibility of 
publishing the complete Constitution. 

As the division has become increasingly 
active in professional affairs, the work of the 
volunteer-elected officers has multiplied. Your 
officers this year have made special efforts to 
lighten the executive secret: irys load. At the 
same time they kept thinking up new projects. 
For the former efforts the executive secretary 
is most grateful. She was sometimes hard put 
to it to show pleasure in some of the latter 
instances. Public acknowledgment is also made 
of the continuous and excellent help received 
this past year from Esther D. Koch, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Library, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Altogether this has been a busy and stimu- 
lating year filled with the a of cooperative 
effort that not many organizations are able to 


achieve. In spite of the work load, it has all 
been most worth-while. 

Now for a few basic facts: Membership; 
June 1947, 1366; June 1948, 1523. Finances; 
The official financial year is the same as the 
calendar year. This report covers the period 
from the d: ate funds were received to June 10, 
1948. The reason being that you need to un- 
derstand our current financial condition in order 
to vote on at least one of the recommendations 
which will be presented later this morning. 


Receipts, August 1947-June 10, 1948 $1907.99 


Balance on hand, August 1947 2901.16 
Total Receipts 4809.15 
Expenditures, August 1947-June 10, 
1948 1300.75 
Balance on hand, June 10, 1948 $3508.40 


The final balance includes saaaienie spe- 
cial contributions for expenses of this confer- 
ence, 

Marcaret W. Ayrau ct, Executive Secretary 


The report of the Auditing Committee was 
read and accepted. 

Laura C. Colvin, Simmons College, School 
of Library Science, Boston, Mass., read the fol- 
lowing report as chairman of the Council of 
Regional Groups. 


Council of Regional Groups® 

This has been a record year, for sixteen of 
the seventeen regional groups have reported 
twenty-six meetings; the Southeastern Regional 
Group of Catalogers meet only biennially. The 
Northern Ohio Catalogers have organized a 
regional group, and have petitioned for affilia- 
tion with the division. 

Further expansion is anticipated during the 
coming year, as the catalogers of Kansas have 
organized, and the Connecticut catalogers are 
considering such a step, both looking toward 
affiliation with the’ division as regional groups. 
Interest in the formation of a group is being 
fostered in the Mountain-Plains states. Fa- 
vorable replies have been received from Towa 
and Louisiana which may result in future 
groups. An effort has also been made to enlist 
the interest of the catalogers of Arizona, Hawaii, 
Central Illinois, Missouri, Texas, Wisconsin, 
and of the catalog sections of the Canadian and 
Southwestern Library Associations. 

Minutes and reports of group meetings as 
reported in News Notes, indicate their varied 
programs and activities. With an eye to the 
future, the following themes were emphé asized: 
the Library of Congress’ new Rules for Descrip- 
tive Cataloging; implications for catalogers in 
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the use of educational films and microcards in 
libraries; some aspects of the technical and 
reference services in the United Nations Li- 
brary; new trends in the teaching of cataloging 
and classification; public relations of catalog 
departments; and the personnel problem: Te- 
cruiting, training and holding catalogers. The 
work and objectives of the div ision as well as 
the proposed “Journal” of the division were 
also brought before the groups. 

The Council of Regional Groups held its an- 
nual meeting at luncheon in the Ozone Room 
of the Hotel Dennis on June 15, with forty-two 
present, including the officers, directors-at- 
large, and councilors of the division, chairmen 
of the committees, chairmen or delegates from 
the regional groups, and guests. 

After an introductory sketch giving the be- 
ginnings of the regional group idea in the divi- 
sion, retrospective reports of the three oldest 
regional groups were given by Joyce Daven- 
port, vice president, Twin City Catalogers 
Round Table, organized Nov. 21, 1921; by 
Nordis Felland, chairman, New York Regional 
Catalog Group, organized Feb. 16, 1923; and 
by Marjorie R. Shaw, secretary-treasurer, Bos- 
ton Regional Group of Catalogers and Classi- 
fiers, organized Nov. 13, 1923. Messages from 
the two newest groups were given by Clyde E. 
Pettus, chairman, Georgia Catalogers, and by 
Lois Cowgill of the Northern Ohio Catalogers. 

The significant contribution of the Council 
of Regional Groups for the year has been the 
sponsorship of a book of letters for Esther 
Anne Smith, to express appreciation of her in- 
spiring leadership 1930-42. Moreover, the 
Council of Regional Groups has decided unani- 
mously to propose Esther Anne Smith for hon- 
orary membership in the A.L.A. Division of 
Cataloging and Classification at its annual busi- 
ness meeting at the Atlantic City Conference in 
June 1948. 

The chairman has attended group meetings in 
Boston, New York, and Cleveland, planned the 
programs and presided at the Boston meetings, 
and spoken to the Northern Ohio Catalogers 
and at the Catalogers’ Round Table Discussion, 
Connecticut Library Association. The chair- 
man has been represented at meetings of the 
Maryland, Virginia, and District of Columbia 
Group by Dr. Maurice F. Tauber, vice presi- 
dent of the division, and of the Philadelphia 
Group by Margaret W. Ayrault, executive secre- 
tary. 

In reviewing the work of the Council of Re- 
gional Groups for the past three years, we find 
that the two new groups have brought the total 
number to eighteen; that the revised Constitu- 
tion of the division has authorized the chair- 
manship of the council to be an elective rather 


than an appointive office, and has broadened 
and strengthened the functions of the council; 
and that all groups have been actively inter- 
ested and engaged in the larger work of the 
division. 

Phoebe Lumaree, Western Michigan College 
of Education Library, Kalamazoo, presented the 
motion to make Esther Anne Smith an honorary 
member of the division. The motion was 
adopted unanimously. 

The executive secretary presented the petition 
of the Northern Ohio Catalogers for affiliation 
as a regional group. The petition was ac- 
cepted by a unanimaus vote. 

Marie Louise Prévost, Public Library, New- 
ark, chairman, Special Committee on a Catalog- 
ing Quarterly, read the committee’s report. 


Special Committee on a Cataloging Quarterly® 


The committee, since the report at the Chi- 
cago meeting, Jan. 30, 1948, when the ap- 
pointment of Arthur B. Berthold, formerly at 
the University of Chicago Library, as prospec- 
tive editor was announced, has assembled a 
panel of twelve contributing editors as follows: 
David J. Haykin, Library of Congress (Subject 
Headings); Rudolf Hirsch, University of Penn- 
sylvania Library (Cooperation and Centraliza- 
tion); Helen Jane Jones, U.C.L.A. Library 
(Simplified Cataloging); Grace O. Kelley, 
Queens Borough Public Library (Classification); 
Norman L. Kilpatrick, University of Iowa Li- 
braries (Techniques of Card Reproduction); M. 
Ruth MacDonald, Army Medical Library (Ad- 
ministration of Technical Processes); Lucile M. 
Morsch, Library of Congress (Library of Con- 
gress News); Gertrude L. Oellrich, Public Li- 
brary, Newark (Bibliographic Cataloging); Alice 
E. Phelps, Cleveland Public Library (Person- 
nel and Training); Jesse Hauk Shera, University 
of Chicago Library School (Research in Prog- 
ress); Marie Louise Prévost, Newark Public Li- 
brary (Interpreting the Catalog); Nouvart 
Tashjian, New York University, Washington 
Square Library (Catalog Maintenance and 
Filing). 

A three page circular, A Journal for the Divi- 
sion of Cataloging and Classification, giving 
the story to Apr. 7, 1948, together with A.L.A. 
figures of estimated cost for the coming year 
was prepared, mimeographed in a run of 1500, 
sent in bulk to all regional groups for distribu- 
tion, in triplicate to all accredited library 
schools for posting, and in individual copies to 
board members and other interested persons. 

The committee is of the opinion that the 
division now has in its hands a sufficient pres- 
entation of the idea to make its own decision 
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and express it in the vote to be taken. If 
the membership of the division wants this jour- 
nal and wants it badly enough to pay for it 
and to write for it, then the committee and 
the editors assure you that you will have it. 
If that is not the case, the project should im- 
mediately be withdrawn. 

Following the report there was considerable 
discussion which led to a motion by Clyde E. 
Pettus, Emory University Library Sc hool, “That 
the division publish the quarterly by enlarging 
the scope of News Notes, by putting News 
Notes into the hands of the editorial staff out- 
lined by the Quarterly Committee, and by 
making avail: ble money from the treasury of 
the division in an amount to be set by the 
executive board.” The motion carried and for 
its good work the division gave the committee 
a resounding vote of thanks. 

The next item of business was the report of 
the Committee on Descriptive Cataloging rela- 
tive to recommending to the A.L.A. the substi- 
tution of the Rules for Descriptive Cataloging 
at the Library of Congress for Part II of 
the A.L.A. Catalog Rules. Susan M. Haskins, 
Harvard College Library, Cambridge, Mass., 
chairman, read the seven-page mimeographed 
report which is summarized below. The report 
represented contributions from a high percent- 
age of the members of the division. 


Committee on Descriptive Cataloging® 


The committee has devoted the entire year 
to a study of the Library of Congress Rules 
for Descriptive Cataloging, and herewith pre- 
sents its recommendations and suggestions con- 
cerning these rules. The rules for monographs 
and serials were studied in detail, but the sec- 
tions on maps and music were considered from 
a more general point of view since they rep- 
resent such specialized types of material. 

In drawing up this report the committee has 
made a sincere attempt not to reflect any per- 
sonal feeling in regard to the rules, but rather 
to express the general opinion of American li- 
braries. In matters involving so much detail, 
it would not be possible to satisfy everyone. 
But we hope that, after careful consideration 
of the problems involved and with a willing- 
ness to cooperate in trying out principles that 
may be new, there will be a general agreement 
concerning the basic functions and principles 
of descriptive cataloging. 

The committee’s recommendations concern- 
ing the rules have been made with two goals 
in mind: (1) to simplify the rules still further, 
and (2) to make the L.C. rules as flexible as 
possible, in order that they may be more read- 
ily adaptable for use by libraries in general. 
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In regard to the first goal, that is, further 
simplification, the committee feels that, while a 
very good beginning has been made, the Li- 
brary of Congress should go still further in 
simplifying its rules if they are to satisfy the 
needs and desires of libraries in general, 

There is a double purpose underlying the 
general principle of simplification: (1) a more 
intelligible card for the reader, and (2) more 
efficient and economical cataloging processes, 
In regard to the first purpose (a more intelligi- 
ble card for the reader) we have had detailed 
and complex rules for so long that catalogers 
are often reluctant to admit that much that has 
gone on the catalog card is nonessential. In 
regard to the second goal (more efficient and 
economical cataloging processes) we have got to 
face right-about and learn how to simplify our 
rules, and how to apply these rules in such a 
way that the high cost of cataloging will be 
reduced, for much of the secret of simplification 
lies in its application. Simplified rules for 
descriptive cataloging alone will not reduce the 
high cost of cataloging. These rules are just 
one element in a picture composed of many 
elements. But if the information on the cata- 
log card is reduced to the essentials necessary 

) “Fulfill the prescribed functions of descrip- 
tive cataloging,” and if this information is ex- 
pressed in the simplest and most concise way, 
some reduction in cost should result. 

In regard to the second goal underlying the 
committee’s recommendations, that is, the 
adaptability of the rules for use by libraries in 
general, the committee has made several sug- 
gestions which they feel would help to achieve 
this end. Most of these are covered by the 
following recommendations: 

Many of the rules should be expressed in 
a more permissive style in order to make them 
more adaptable to the individual needs of 
libraries of all kinds. 

2. Footnotes, or some similar device, should 
be used to indicate rules which are peculiar to 

Library of Congress practice, or to provide an 
a ‘mative ruling for other libraries. 

3. Throughout the rules there are details in- 
volving typography which can be justified only 
on a printed card. Since the typewriter is the 
medium employed by most libraries in re- 
producing cards, the committee feels that the 
style of the catalog card should conform to 
this medium and has made recommendations 
to that effect. 

Most libraries acquire an appreciable amount 
of material of secondary importance for which 
full cataloging is not considered necessary. To 
this class of material the Library of Congress 
is now applying its “limited cataloging” rules. 
Since it is a real gain to be able to record such 
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items in a simplified manner, this policy, 
adopted by the Library of Congress in October 
1947, represents a very significant step toward 
the further simplification of our cataloging 
methods and the desired reduction cataloging 
costs. The importance of this development 
should be recognized by libraries in general. 

The committee has recommended that a 
statement concerning the practice of “limited 
cataloging” at the Library of Congress be in- 
corporated in the code, together with a list of 
the various classes of material to which the 
rules are being applied. 

Finally, if the recommendations of the com- 
mittee as set forth in its report are generally 
acceptable to the Library of Congress, the com- 
mittee recommends to the Division of Catalog- 
ing and Classification that the American Li- 
brary Association accept the Library of Con- 
gress Rules for Descriptive Cataloging as a 
substitute for Part II of the A.L.A. Catalog 
Rules. The Division of Cataloging and Classi- 
fication offers its services in resolving problems 
which may arise as the American Library As- 
sociation and the Library of Congress consider 
the committee’s report. 

The committee also recommends that the 
Library of Congress issue the rules in unbound 
form in a volume of the same size as Part I 
of the A.L.A. Catalog Rules. This will allow 
libraries to bind the two parts together if they 
so desire. In other details of format, the com- 
mittee suggests that the Library of Congress 
conform to the format of Part I insofar as 
is possible. 

After some lively discussion the membership 
voted to accept the report of the committee 
and applauded the committee for its excellent 
work. 

During the discussion the executive secretary 
read the following memorandum received from 
the Cataloging and Classification Division of 
the Catholic Library Association: “The Catalog- 
ing and Classification Division of the Catholic 
Library Association wishes to go on record as 
approving for publication the proposed edition 
of the Library of Congress Rules for Descrip- 
tive Cataloging. Will you kindly convey our 
desires in this matter to the Council.” 

The report for the Special Committee on 
Archives was read by the chairman, Winifred 
A. Johnson, Army Medical Library, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 


Special Committee on Archives® 
The Archives Committee has completed the 
weeding of the material originally turned over 
to the committee in the fall of 1945. 
In November 1947, letters were sent to for 
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mer officers and committee chairmen, request- 
ing that all noncurrent files be sent in to the 
committee. The large number of responses to 
these letters resulted in a considerable amount 
of new material to be handled; in addition, the 
former secretary-treasurer of the division turned 
over a portion of her files at the conclusion of 
her term of office. All of this material, too, has 
been sorted in accordance with the instructions 
received from the board of directors in Janu- 
ary 1947. 

Arrangement and any necessary indexing will 
be done, it is anticipated, by the close of the 
year (August 31). This part of the task, how- 
ever, may be affected by decisions made by the 
\.L.A. Executive Board in relation to the rec- 
ommendations of its Committee on A.L.A. 
Archival and Library Materials. 

There is also a considerable amount of ma- 
terial now in the president’s files which will be 
turned over to the committee when her term of 
office expires, and material in the executive 
secretary's files which will be retired at the 
end of this fiscal year. There will, therefore, 
be a need for an Archives Committee for an- 
other year. 

The report was adopted and approval given 
for the continuance of the Archives Committee 
until such time as it brings in a report that its 
work has been completed. 


Evelyn M. Hensel, Pennsylvania State Col- 
lege Library, chairman, Special Committee on 
a Division History and Directory, made a brief 
report for the information of the members. 
Further information regarding this committee’s 
work will be published in News Notes. 

Two resolutions were presented to and 
adopted by the division. 

The first resolution relative to the increased 
cost of Library of Congress cards was pre- 
sented by Anne Ethelyn Markley, School of 
Librarianship, University of California, Berke- 
ley: 

Wuereas, Library of Congress cataloging 
costs should not be affected by the sale of 
printed cards to other libraries; and 

Wuereas, A considerable portion of cards 
now printed by the Library of Congress are 
printed from copy prepared by outside libraries 
at less cost to the Library of Congress than the 
cost would be for the original cataloging; and 

Wuereas, Other government agencies sell 
copies of their publications at a printing cost 
and without any charge for the original re- 
search; be it 

Resolved, That the A.L.A. Division of Cata- 
loging and Classification protests the instruc- 
tion given to the Librarian of Congress to 
include in the price of cards sold to other insti 
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tutions a part of the initial Library of Con- 
gress cataloging cost; and be it further 


Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 


sent to the A.L.A. Council with a request that 
it take action on the resolution; and that a 
copy also be forwarded to the Librarian of 
Congress for information. 

The second resolution, relating to the cost 
of a professional tool published by the A.L.A., 
was presented by Benjamin A. Custer, Public 
Library, Detroit, as follows: 

Wuereas, The price of the Alabama State 
Author Heading List has been established at 
$4.75; and 

Wuereas, This list and the other lists which 
are to follow are tools of the greatest utility to 
librarians everywhere; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification of the American Library As- 
sociation protests the price of $4.75 for the 
Alabama List and urges that the prices of fu- 
ture lists be established at a figure more nearly 
within reach of the small libraries’ ability to 
pay. 

Committee on Elections 

The chairman of the Committee on Elec- 
tions, Esther Dorothy Koch, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture Library, reported the results of 
the recent election of officers: president, Mau- 
rice F. Tauber, Columbia University School of 
Library Service, New York City; vice presi- 
dent (president-elect) Laura C. Colvin, Simmons 
College, School of Library Science, Bos- 
ton; chairman, Council of Regional Groups, 
Janet S. Dickson, University of Iowa Libraries, 
Iowa City; executive board members: Dorothy 
Charles, H. W. Wilson Co., New York City; 
Helen Hefling, University of New Mexico Li- 
brary, Albuquerque. A.L.A. Councilors: Ar- 
nold H. Trotier, University of Illinois Library, 
Urbana; Esther J. Piercy, Public Library, 
Worcester, Mass. 


CONFERENCE 


Miss MacDonald thanked the Nominating 
Committee (Miss Clyde E. Pettus, chairman) 
for its good work; presented the new officers 
to the members; and turned the meeting over 
to Dr. Maurice F. Tauber, president-elect. 

After a few words from Dr. Tauber about the 
Friday meeting, a-* motion was made and 
adopted thanking the outgoing officers and 
members of the executive board for a year of 
considerable achiev ement. : 


Second General Session 

The third meeting, held on Friday after. 
noon June 18, had for its topic: “The Technical 
Services Division in Libraries.” Miss MacDon- 
ald called the meeting to order and then turned 
it over to Dr. Tauber who presided. 

The papers presented were: (1) “A General 
Consideration of the Technical Services Divi- 
sion in Libraries” by Joseph L. Cohen, Rut- 
gers University Library, New Brunswick, N.]J,; 
(2) “The Large Public Library” by Benjamin 
A. Custer, Public Library, Detroit; (3) “The 
Small Public Library” by Margaret C. Brown, 
Public Library, Brookline, Mass.; (4) “The Uni- 
versity Library” by Norman L. Kilpatrick, 
University of Iowa Libraries; (5) “The College 
Library” by Margaret I. Kenney, Brooklyn Col- 
lege Library; and (6) “The Government Li- 
brary” by Anna Belle Winter, U.S. Bureau of 
the Budget Library, Washington, D.C. 

Following the papers Richard H. Logsdon, 
Columbia University Libraries, gave an excel- 
lent summary. 

The papers presented on this program will 
be published in College and Research Li- 
braries, so no attempt is made to report them 
here. 

The meeting was adjourned by Miss Mac- 
Donald at 5:00 p.m. 

MARGARET W. AyRAULT 
Executive Secretary 


Division of Hospital Libraries 


= first session of the Hospital Libraries Di- 
vision at the Atlantic City Conference was 
called to order Monday at 2:30 p.m., by Eliza- 
beth Pieters, editor, Hospital Book Guide. 
This meeting was devoted to discussion of the 
problems and policies of the Book Guide. Some 
of the recommendations were as follows: 

The Book Guide should list books not rec- 
ommended for hospital use; reviews should be 
short and more titles included; light reading 
should mention only type of book—present day 
or historical and locale of plot. 

It was voted to print the Book Guide in two 


columns and spaced so that reviews could be 
cut and pasted to catalog cards for filing, as 
many libraries maintain such files. 

It was suggested that a committee be ap- 
pointed to contact publishers to suggest that 
they send out advertising cards suitable for 
filing as Macmillan Co. does; also a committee 
be appointed to investigate the possibility of 
A.L.A. Booklist placing a star opposite titles 
suitable for hospital use. 

Miss Macmillan, U.S. Naval Hospital, San 
Diego, Calif., is compiling a bibliography of 
books helpful to the handicapped and asked 








to 
he 


de 
sh 


n¢ 
of 
cij 
an 
lik 
tie 
nu 


co 
je 
sis 
lik 

m 


ci 


M 


br 
mi 
we 


th 
br 
lik 
vo 
clz 
te 
lib 


in 


br: 
sta 
bu 
ho 


Wa 
me 
ice 





ng 
n) 
TS 


he 
nd 
nd 
of 


DIVISION OF HOSPITAL LIBRARIES P-35 


for suggestions. Any titles should be sent to 
her at the hospital. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

The second meeting was called to order 
Tuesday, 2:30 p.m. by Helen V. Pruitt, presi- 
dent of the division. Miss Pruitt reported that 
she had presented the objectives and_stand- 
ards at the Council meeting on Monday after- 
noon and that the Council had not approved 
of the standards. This action was taken prin- 
cipally because S.L.A. felt that the objectives 
and standards needed to clarify what “hospital 
librarian” means. Does it apply only to pa- 
tient’s librarians or does it include medical and 
nursing school librarians? 

After much discussion it was voted that a 
committee be appointed to rewrite the ob- 
jectives and standards; that this committee con- 
sist of representatives of all types of hospital 
librarians; that revised copies be sent to all 
members of the division for suggestions, Spe- 
cial Libraries Association, Medical Library Asso- 
ciation, and the National League of Nursing 
Education. This committee should have final 
revision ready for presentation to the Council 
at the Midwinter Conference. 

The Wednesday meeting was called to or- 
der at 10:00 a.m. for a workshop project. 
Those present were divided into three groups, 
each group to appoint a leader and recorder, 
the leader to give a report of the discussion to 
the whole group. The subjects chosen for con- 
sideration were: 


1. Interdepartmental Relations 
2. Medical and Nursing School Libraries 
3. Training and Use of Volunteer Workers 
Miss MacMillan reported for the first group. 
The librarian must sell herself and her li- 
brary service to chief of staff and director or 
manager. Suggestions offered to achieve this 
were: Invite staff to a meeting in the library. 
Ask how the library can best serve them. Have 
the chief nurse bring new classes to the li- 
brary as part of their orientation program, the 
librarian to tell them “What we can do for 
you—what you can do for us.” Address new 
classes on subject of bibliotherapy. Secure in- 
terlibrary loans for books not in library. The 
library should be represented at all staff meet- 
ings. Miss Calhoun, reporting for the medical 
and nurse’s library group, said that many li- 
brarians found it difficult to get doctors and 
staff to use microfilms, that in many cases 
budgets were inadequate. The vertical file, 
how it was kept up and material cataloged, 
was discussed. It was decided that workshop 
meetings would help to broaden library serv- 
ice, 


It was requested that a revised subject head- 





ing list be published and a clearing house set 
up for the exchange of back files, etc. 

The group discussing the use and training 
of volunteers reported that volunteers are do- 
ing a splendid job and should be encouraged. 
Some indoctrination course should be given— 
they should understand what they are expected 
to do and how. Their enthusiasm should not 
be discouraged—they need a welcome and a 
thanks. 

Volunteers should be screened as to: (1) age 
(maturity), (2) personality, (3) background (in- 
terest and understanding of books). 

Volunteers may also be used as good will 
messengers in the community in publicity work 
such as radio programs, etc. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon. 


Business Meeting 

The annual business meeting of the Hospital 
Libraries Division was held on Wednesday at 
the Hotel Ambassador, following a luncheon. 
Miss Pruitt called the meeting to order and 
gave a report of the division during the past 
year. This was followed by reports of the 
treasurer, secretary, and chairman of various 
committees. 

The Election Committee reported the elec- 
tion of Henry J. Gartland, Special Services, U. 
S. Veterans Administration, Boston, to the of- 
fice of vice president and president-elect. 

Miss Pruitt turned the meeting over to 
Francis R. St. John, Library Service, U.S. 
Veterans Administration, Washington, D.C., the 
incoming president. After his greeting, Mr. 
St. John asked for an expression of opinion on 
the advisability of continuing to send out the 
News Letter. The vote to continue was 
unanimous. It was suggested that a copy be 
sent to Mrs. Margaret R. Post of the A.L.A. 
Bulletin. 

The president was asked to appoint a chair- 
man for the regional meetings in 1949. 

During a discussion on training and courses 
for hospital librarians in schools of library 
science, a motion was made that “An expression 
of opinion of this group be sent to library 
schools asking that they include more courses 
in psychology, and that arrangements be made 
for practice work in a hospital library. The 
school to contact the Hospital Libraries Divi- 
sion for names of hospitals where such work 
may be done.” 

An amendment to this motion was made that 
when these letters are sent, the name of the 
person in the region whom the school may con- 
tact should be included. 

A motion was made and passed that the 
president appoint a committee to make a fur- 
ther study of hospital librarianship before mak 
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ing suggestions to schools of library science for 
hospital training. A motion was made and 
passed that a committee be appointed to act 
as a clearing house. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 


Officers 
The following officers will serve the Hos- 
pital Libraries Division: president, Francis R. 
John, Library Service, U.S. Veterans Ad- 
ministration, Washington, D.C.; vice president 
and president-elect, Henry J. Gartland, Special 


Services, U.S. Veterans Administration, Branch 
Office No. 1, Boston; sec —. Isobel M. Col- 
lins, McLean Hospital Library, Waverley, 
Mass.; treasurer, Agnes G. Cowern, Division of 
Special Services, US. Veterans Administra- 
tion, Branch Office No. 8, Fort Snelling, §¢. 
Paul, Minn.; councilors, Mrs. Sadie P. De. 
laney, U.S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Library, Tuskegee, Ala.; Mary F. Slinger, US. 
Veterans Administration, Branch No. 4. Rich- 
mond, Va. 
IsoBEL M. COLLINs, Secretary 


Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 


yHE Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People sponsored a preconference on 
youth and libraries, June 12-13, which in- 
cluded five sessions; an institute on children’s 
books and reading, which met each morning 
June 14-18; one general program meeting; and 
business meeting. Three board meetings of 
the division were scheduled. Each section also 
held separate program and business meetings. 


Preconference and _ Institute 


[he program of the preconference was 
planned by the chairman, Young People’s Read- 
ing Round Table; chairman, Children’s Library 
Association; chairman, American Association of 
School Librarians; and the president of the di- 
vision who served as chairman of the Program 
Committee. The committee itself exemplified 
the idea of the conference, “working together.” 
The program was divided into four parts: 
“Books and Youth;” “Youth Helps Plan;” 
“Youth Agencies Get Together;” and “On the 
Job.” These were developed through talks, 
panels, discussions, an actual radio beat idcast, 
demonstrations, slides, films, and records. On 
each program young people demonstrated their 
abilities in presenting books, in taking active 
part in planning activities in public libraries 
and in school libraries, and their interest in 
current affairs. These young people came from 
public and parochial schools, from large cities 
and from very small towns. Teachers, pub- 
lishers, a radio broadcaster, a moderator of 
youth forums of a newspaper, school librarians, 
children’s librarians, 
brari uns all talked and thought things through 
together. 

Che informal evening program was devoted 
to the showing of films of special interest to 
school librarians and to the playing of the new 
storytelling records, a project completed by 
the division’s Committee on Radio Broadcasts 


and young people's li- 


ind Recordings. 
Each morning at 8:00, from Monday to Fri- 


day, some challenging approach to children’s 
books and reading was presented at the insti- 
tute. These covered: “Today’s Books for To- 
morrow’s Child—Are They Meeting the Need?,” 

“Human Relations and the World View in 
Children’s Books;” “Current Needs in Chil- 
dren’s Books—The Publisher Faces the Prob- 
lem;” “Science Books and Today's Youth;” 
“Beyond the ‘Call of Duty’—A Children’s Li- 
brarian’s Reading.” 

A detailed re port of the preconference and in- 
stitute will be made in a special issue of Top of 
the News. 

We were honored to have three guests from 
overseas attend the preconference: Mrs. Jella 
Lepman who is organizing an_ International 
Youth Library in Munich; Socrates Elefther- 
iades, librarian, Anatolia College, Thessaloniki, 
Greece; and Kathleen McCaul, graduate of Na- 
tional Library Service Library School, Wel- 
lington, New Zealand, who is studying at 
Western Reserve University, Library School, on 
a Carnegie Fellowship 


Toward Understanding 

The division’s general meeting was held 
Westminster Hall, Chelsea Hotel, June 17. The 
president of the division, Jean C. Roos, pre- 
sided. The theme of the meeting was “Toward 
Understanding.” 

Emerson Greenaway, Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary, Baltimore, described the plans for an 
international youth library in Munich. The 
initial stages of the project grew out of ex- 
hibits of children’s books of twenty countries 
prepared for display throughout Germany by 
Mrs. Jella Lepman, working under American 
Military Government. In a visit, just con- 
cluded, of several months in this country, Mrs. 
Lepman met many librarians and others in- 
terested in youth and as a result, an American 
committee to work with the international youth 
library is in process of formation. 

An outstanding author of children’s books, 
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Arna Bontemps, now librarian, Fisk University, 
Nashville, Tenn., was introduced. Mr. Bon- 
temps’ book, The Story of the Negro, had re- 
cently been publishe d. 

Dr. Brooks Emeny, pre ssident, Foreign Policy 
Association, talked on “Youth in World Af- 
fairs.” He stated the problem of re-education 
which faces librarians and all other educators 
who were themselves trained for a world that 
has gone by. He recognized that re-education 
is a first essential if libraries are to be an im- 
portant medium of youth education in world 
affairs. Dr. Emeny outlined some of the events 
which must be understood, and gave a forceful 
and serious interpretation of the “new facts, 
forces, and dilemmas with which we are faced 
in this modern world.” 

There is an acute need for a re-education of 
our citizens in world affairs, and to accomplish 
this, facilities must be prov ided. The library 
is a natural meeting place in a community for 
study and discussion groups. When more 
adults and young people become familiar with 
the basic facts they will then reach the goal of 
understanding. Community understanding is 
important. The old pattern of thought must 
disappear; new thought must evolve. Today’s 


cognizant of the following 
(2) 


citizen must be 
facts: (1) the atomic age has come to stay; 
the global character of the modern world has 
changed, each spot on the globe being strate- 
gically significant; (3) the importance of the 
power position held by the United States after 
World War II: and (4) only three great powers 
survived after World War II, four other pow- 
ers were destroyed, and the vacuum areas of 
the globe were extended. Two forces which 
will have effect on the future are: (1) the 
advance of science, and (2) the universal rise 
of the masses of mankind. These in turn pro- 
ject two questions: (1) how can these forces be 
brought under control, and (2) is it necessary 
now to have a transition from a national sov- 
ereignty to a larger sovereignty? 

“Community education in world relations, 
whether for the youth or adult, is the most 
challenging and important task of the political 
life of this nation tod: iv. We are working ter- 
ribly against time, for not only must our pat- 
terns of thought on world relations become 
drastically changed, but new and modern con- 
cepts rapidly developed to meet the realities of 
the atomic age. Such is the price of power 
which must be paid if America is to avoid the 
complete and utter disaster of another war. 

“It is the essence of democracy that the 
people decide on fore ign policy It is the peril 
of democracy that they decide in ignorance.” 

Virginia Kirkus, founder, Virginia Kirkus’ 


Bookshop Service, discussed “Reading at the 





Crossroads.” She advocated that in working 
with young adults it is important that the li- 
brarian know her books well. She should not 
be the arbiter of reading, but should give ad- 
vice in a tactful way, not with missionary in- 
tent. Two types of readers prevail among the 
young adults: (1) those who want adult books 
but who are not quite ready for them, and (2) 
those who can read the adult books, in which 
case choice should be made with consideration 
of the content presentation and appeal for their 
level. Consider books in pairs, one for the 
older reader and one for the younger reader, 
both on the same subject matter since the in- 
terest is the same on both levels. When con- 
sidering books on world understanding, it is 
important to remember that all the problems are 
not international, but that there are many prob- 
lems to be met at home. Above all, the young 
adults today need to have both sides of ques- 
tions presented to them in their reading. 

Miss Kirkus illustrated her points and an- 
swered questions in the discussion following her 
talk with many brief descriptions and percep- 
tive comments on specific books, 


Business Meeting 

The division business meeting; presided over 
by the president, Jean C. Roos, was held on the 
morning of June 16 in the Brighton Hotel. 
The treasurer, Louise F. Rees, reported income 
and cash on hand from Sept. 1947, the be- 
ginning of the current fiscal year, $6810.92, 
and at least an additional $950 estimated in- 
come by September 1948. Expenditures dur- 
ing the current fiscal year through June 15 
amounted to $5788.34. 

Membership in the division on June | was 
2801 (division only, 160; American Association 
of School Librarians, 1341; Children’s Library 
Association, 979; Young People’s Reading 
Round Table, 445. These include some who 
hold membership in more than one section.) 

The Elections Committee reported that Irene 
Branham, Kern County Free Library, Bakers- 
field, Calif., was elected to be vice president 
and _ president-elect. The two Councilors 
elected were Wilma Bennett, Library School, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison (A.A.S.L. 
1952), and Josephine Lynch, Public Library, 
San Diego, Calif. (C.L.A. 1952). Other officers 
of the division whose terms continue for 1948- 
49 are: treasurer, Louise F. Rees, A.A.S.L., and 
executive secretary, Mildred L. Batchelder. Di- 
rectors: Agnes Krarup (A.A.S.L. 1949); Laura 
K. Martin (A.A.S.L. 1950); Mabel Wil- 
liams (Y.P.R.R.T. 1949); Jane A. Darrah 
(C.L.A. 1950); Kathrine H. McAlarney (C.L.A 
1949): Alice Louise LeFevre (Y.P.R.R.T 
1950) and ex-officio, Frances Henne, Mrs. Mar- 
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garet K. Walraven, Virginia Chase, Margaret 
M. Clark, Lillian J. Lawyer, and Jean C. Roos. 

Division Councilors are: Barbara Easton 
Bent (C.L.A. 1949); Margaret R. Greer 
(A.A.S.L. 1949); Nancy Elizabeth Hoyle 
(A.A.S.L. 1949); Virginia Chase (C.L.A. 1950); 
Helen M. Iredell (A.A.S.L. 1950); Mrs. Beatrice 

Schein (Y.P.R.R.T. 1950); Esther V. Bur- 
rin (A.A.S.L. 1951); villas J. Lawyer 
(Y.P.R.R.T. 1951); and the two 1952 Coun- 
cilors noted above. 

Goals 


The statement of goals toward which the 
division and its sections would work in the 
next three years was presented by Anna Chirk 
Kennedy, chairman of the Goals Committee. 
The statement as follows was approved by vote 
of the meeting. 


Four Year Goals 

The Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People recognizes its responsibility for 
the functioning of books and library service for 
children and young people through public and 
school libraries. It rezlizes keenly its role as 
one of several groups assisting boys and girls 
to develop into well-rounded individuals and 
responsible citizens of a democratic society in 
an atomic age. 

The American Library Association has 
pointed out that the critical problems of ou 
times demand a new analysis of purposes, a 
rethinking of functions, an evaluation of ac- 
tivities and methods, and possibly a redirection 
of library service. Supporting that statement 
the division proposes specific goa!s, which are 
to be related to the four year goals of the 
A.L.A. and to the official statements of objec- 
tives and standards prepared and approved by 
the sections of the division. It recommends 
that action be taken for attaining these goals 
in whole, or in large measure, by 1951—the 
date of the Association’s 75th Anniversary. 

These goals are: 

1. To develop programs of library service 
for school and public libraries everywhere 
which will contribute constructively and ap- 
propriately to an awareness of the world in 
which children and young people live, to the 
de velopment of self understanding, and to the 
practice of democracy as a part of everyday 
experience. 

a. A vigorous plan whereby libraries for 
children and young people will stimulate read- 
ing as a means of maintaining and improving 
the democratic way of life. 

b. Continued activity for promoting inter- 
national cooperation and understanding through 

oks and libraries for children and young 


pe *( yple 
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c. Cooperative relationships with organiza. 
tions for children and young people which have 
ps arallel aims. 

To provide library service for children 
 : young people and school libraries in areas 
where they are now lacking. 

a. Consultants in school library service and 
in library work with children and young peopl 
in all state de partments of education and for 
state library agencies—to work for the extep- 
sion and improvement of libraries for children 
boys and girls, and young adults. 

3. To obtain an adequate supply of well- 
qualified librarians by strengthening and broad- 
ening the training—the professional education 
and the in-service training—of librarians work- 
ing with children or young people in public 
and school libraries. 

a. Improvement in the programs ot profes- 
sional education offered library schools for 
personnel specializing in work with children 
and young people in school and_ public i- 
braries. 

b. Inclusion of a course on libraries and li- 
brary service in the programs provided for the 
preparation of teachers at the elementary and 
secondary school levels. 

c. A vigorous program of recruitment of well- 
qualified personnel at the high school and col- 
lege level. 

d. One hundred per cent increase in mem- 
bership in the Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People of the American 
Library Association. 

4. To emphasize quality and variety in 
books and related materials organized to serv 
the purposes stated above. 

a. Cooperative local, regional, and state pro- 
grams to strengthen library 
schools and communities where they are below 


resources in 


reasonable standards. 

b. Study and experimentation which will lead 
to improvement in the methods and sté indards 
of criticism of children’s and young people’s 
books. 

c. A public relations program to inform 
school and library administrators, parents, and 
other community leaders of the values, pro- 
grams, and needs of school libraries and public 
libraries 


Planning Committee 


The manuscript, The Public Library Plans for 
the Teen Age, prepared by the subcommittee 
under Mabel Williams, has been completed 
and will be published by A.L.A. in the fall of 
1948. Elizabeth D. Briggs, committee chairman, 
reported that the first draft of a manuscript o 
planning children’s library service is now ™ 
hand 
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Amelia Munson displayed the brochure, A 
Youth Library in Every Community, publica- 
tion of which had been made oon by a 
division subsidy. Printing and distribution 
are being done by Sturgis Printing Co., Stur- 
gis, Mich., at 50¢ per copy and with special 
quantity prices. 


Top of the News 

The editor, Mrs. Margaret K. Walraven, 
summarized the changes in format and content, 
including a single column page, an editorial 
page, ase de ‘partments such as the “Ma- 
terials Corner,” a central theme for each issue 
(magazines, audio-visual materials) and a dif- 
ferent color for each cover. The costs for man- 
ufacturing and distributing the four issues in 
1947-48 were $1875.88. Advertising revenue 
for the same riod was $430. For the com- 
ing year a 32-page bulletin is recomme nded. 
Increased effort to secure advertising was urged. 
The editor requested responsibility for decision 
on inclusion of material. Suggestions by mem- 
bers and officers of subjects and authors for fu- 
ture issues were requeste -d. Marian C. Young, 
Public Library, Detroit, Mich., associate editor, 
will become editor in the spring of 1949. 


Recruitment Committee 


This committee has worked in close relation 
with the Joint Committee on Library Work 
as a Career, the over-all committee re present- 
ing many national library groups on which Es- 
ther V. Burrin, division Rec ruiting Committee 
chairman, represents the division. A subsidy 
of $50 was paid to the joint committee by 
the division toward production of the le aflet, 
10,000 Careers with a Challenge. 

Recruiting materials assembled by the com- 
mittee have proved to be rather local, but the 
will be listed in Top of the News. This ma- 
terial indicated need for a new pamphlet to 
recruit children and young people's librarians. 
Such a pamphlet will be planned by the com- 
mittee for use of vocational counselors. A 
filmstrip for use at secondary school level is 
still being explored. A wider use of existing 
library films as a method of indirect recruit- 
ment was recommended and suggestions for 
such use will be made by the committee. The 
Top of the News late fall issue will be de- 
voted to recruitment, and ; 1 poster campaign 
will be sponsored by the committee. 


International Relations 


Lists of United States and Canadian chil- 
dren’s books recommended for translation into 
other languages have been prepared annually 
by the committee. A more selected list of 
books from a ten-vear period which would be 


recommended for translation is in progress. 

The committee has worked with various 
groups within and outside A.L.A. on the task 
of finding satisfactory ways of sending chil- 
dren’s books to Europe and other war- 
devastated areas. Results have been discour- 
aging, but the committee will continue its 
efforts. Sarah Allen Beard reported for the 
chairman, Jean Thomson. 


List-of-the-Month 


Sara I, Fenwick, chairman, reported that the 
committee had completed a summer reading 
list as the first of the three children’s lists au- 
thorized at midwinter. It was announced that 
three young people’s lists will be added to the 
year’s series arid that these lists will also be 
used as three of the lists in the monthly series 
of lists sponsored by the Division of Public 
Libraries. The lists will be printed by Sturgis 
Printing Co., Sturgis, Mich., and will be sold 
on a subscription basis. Lists will be imprinted 
with the name of the library purchasing them. 

The returns from the questionnaire about the 
lists sent out with the May Top of the News 
indicate an interest in subject lists and lists for 
young adults, and at least six lists a year are 
requested, 

Family Life Conference 

The significance of the National Conference 
on Family Life held in Washington, May 5-8 
was described by Sue Hefley, who with Jean c. 
Roos, and Mildred L. Batchelder, were the 
representatives of A.L.A. from the division, at 
that meeting. The final recommendations of 
the conference stress the cooperation of all lo- 
cal as well as state and national community 
agencies and organizations in providing the 
information and assistance which can make bet- 
ter families and more rewarding living pos- 
sible. Every library of every size and type has 
an opportunity to participate and often to 
initiate activities and programs toward im- 
proved homes and families. 


Education for Librarianship 


The long term projects of this committee were 
reported as well on their way by the chairman, 
Frances Henne. A progress report of part of 
the committee’s work was included in one 
of the papers at the University of Chicago, 
Graduate Library School, Institute on Educa- 
tion for Librarianship, during the summer of 


1948, 


Radio and Broadcasting Committee 


The completion of the master pressings of the 
five storytelling records in the second group of 
experimental records sponsored by the division 
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was announced by Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean 
The following are included: (1 & 2) Ruth 
Sawyer telling “The Frog” from her — 
Tales from Spain, published by J. B. Lippin- 


cott; and “Schnitzle, Schnotzle, and Schnootzle” 


from her Long Christmas, published by Viking 
Press; (3) Frances Clarke Sayers telling “Bre’r 
Mud Turtle’s Trickery,” from Joel Chandler 
Harris’ Uncle Remus Stories, published by 
Houghton Mifflin & Co.; (4 & 5) Jack Lester's 
telling of a “Paul Bunyan Yarn” from Glen 
Rounds’ OT Paul, published by Holiday House 
and “A Pecos Bill Story” from Bowman’s Pecos 
Bill, published by Albert Whitman & Co. The 
rovalties of approximately $1600 paid to the 
division from the sale of the first series of 
records has made possible the production of 
the second series to the point of manufacture, 
advertising, and distribution. Means for mak- 
ing the records available are being worked 
out. It is hoped that the records will be avail- 
able this fall. Following the action of the 
division board of directors, this series will con- 
clude the division experimentation in storytell- 
ing records. Commercial record producers have 
become interested in this type of record and 
may be expected to produce and distribute 
more storyte lling recordings. The income to 
the division from royalties from the two series 
will make possible other significant projects. 


Television 
Current rapid increase of television receivers 
and telecasting has necessarily brought with it 
an increase in the number of television shows 
for children. Because of the potential impor- 
tance and influence of television for children, 


the following resolution was adopted by the 
division: 

WueEpreas, Television is a a powerful medium 
of communication and has vast educational po- 
tentialities, 

We, the A.L.A. Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People, resolve: (1) that 
libraries should study the possibilities of tele- 
vision; (2) that libraries take a constructive 
part in helping develop program standards that 
will contribute to the educational development 
and recreation of all people; (3) that libraries 
be alert to opportunities to use television as a 
means of promoting library services. It was 
recommended that a similar resolution be pre- 
sented to the A.L.A. Council for its considera- 
tion. (It was adopted by Council on June 18) 

The two-day preconfe rence on youth and 
libraries and the morning sessions of the insti- 
tute on children’s reading were both recog- 
nized as very successful division activities. The 
appreciation of the president was extended to 
the many librarians, to radio station WMCA, to 
the large group of young people, and to other 
program participants who made the two con- 
The bal- 
ance from the conferences will be used to 
publish the proceedings of the two series of pro- 
grams and make them available to division 
members. 

The president of the division, Jean C. Roos, 
expressed her warm appreciation to the many 
New Jersey librarians who made the week's 
meetings and the division exhibit highlights in 
the division’s history. 


ferences such an outstanding success. 


Mivprep L. BATCHELDER 
Executit e Sec retary 


American Association of School Librarians 


The American Association of School Li- 
brarians held several meetings of various kinds 
during the conference. There were two meet- 
ings of the board of directors, a business meet- 
ing, a tea for pioneer school librarians, and a 
day of program meetings which began with 
speaker in the morning, followed by a ak 
eon, and a series of group discussions in the 
afternoon. Activities of school librarians were 
displayed in an exhibit booth, sponsored by 
the division, in the Convention Hall. 

The tea given to honor pioneer school li- 
brarians, held at the Friends’ School on June 
14, was 7 acai jointly by the New Jersey 
School ibrary Association and A.A.S.L. 
Anna “a. Kennedy gave a brief sketch of 
the people who had been invited to be hon- 
rary members of the American Association of 
School Librarians in recognition of their con- 
tributions to school library progress: Anne T 


Eaton, May Ingles, Hannah Logasa, Elizabeth 
Scripture, Adah Whitcomb, Laura Faus, and 
Alice M. Bible. Mention was also made of 
Oscar McPherson, Edith Cook, Clara Howard, 
Marion Lovis, and Harriet Wood, since the 
committee had recommended that they be re- 
membered with appreciation at this meeting. 

The theme of the “ meetings held on 
Friday, June 18, was the “Four Year Goals of 
the American Library Association.” The chair- 
man presided at the morning meeting at which 
Prudence Bostwick, curriculum specialist, Den- 
ver Public Schools, spoke on the topic, “Recent 
Developments in the Social Studies of Interest 
to School Librarians.” 

In spite of this ponderous sounding title, 
Miss Bostwick’s wide knowledge of theory and 
its application, and her combination of good 
sense and good humor, made her talk an out- 
standing one. She first called attention to the 
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changing concepts of the purpose and method 
of education, which stem from a democratic 
philosophy characterized by a respect for per- 
sons, the participation of all people concerned 
in the solution of the common problems, the 
free play of intelligence in the solution of 
problems, and ethical direction in terms of 
consequences for human living. In develop- 
ing individuals to their greatest potentialities, 
the trend is away from memorization to prob- 
lem solving; away from a course preplanned 
in all details by the teacher or the textbook 
writer, to a course made up of learning ex- 
periences centere -d in personal, social, and 
economic problems of concern to children and 
youth: away from an administration-dominated, 
teacher-dominated curriculum to one that is 
cooperatively planned by teachers, principals, 
supervisors, librarians, consultants, parents, and 
community leaders; away from the use of a 
single textbook to many resources in a variety 
of forms; away from giving marks as an evalua- 
tion of information gained toward a continuous, 
cooperative process of evi iluating growth. 

The implications for the library in these 
changes are many, provided we make an ef- 
fort to understand them and provided we are 
not afraid of change. The need for working 
much more closely with the administrator in 
his professional organizations was also pointed 
out. 

Following Miss Bostwick’s talk, C. Irene 
Hayner, Division of Library Instruction, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, ae apolis, led a lively 
discussion. 

The luncheon was held at the Marlborough- 
Blenheim Hotel at 1:00 p.m., at which time 
the plans for the aftermoon meeting were an- 
nounced. Among the guests were John M. 
Cory, who assumed the post of A.L.A. Execu- 
tive Secretary, September 1, and _ several 
A.A.S.L. Council members. 

The afternoon discussion groups had been 
planned to give school librarians an opportu- 
nity to talk about both the procedures and the 
materials suitable for helping young people to 
have a better understanding of some of today’s 
most strategic social and economic problems. 

Five subjects had been selected and for each 
of them, one activity or one type of material 
was explored. The discussion leaders, and the 
topics with a brief statement of their develop- 
ment, were as follows: 

1. “Use and Control of Atomic Energy:” 
discussion leaders, Marguerite Kirk and Ed- 
ward Schofield. 

How the librarian uses audio-visual materials 
to provide boys and girls with experience and 
background necessary for a realistic under- 
standing of critical problems. 





“Intergroup Relations:” discussion leaders, 
Mrs. Helen Benhoff and Sarah Lewis Jones. 

How the librarian helps to change false so- 
cial attitudes through individual reading guid- 
ance in the library. 

“Democracy:” discussion leaders, Mrs. 
Flore nce Cleary and Emily Case. 

How the librarian develops in boys and girls 
an awareness of democratic group action and 
attitudes by means of using the library as a 
— atory for effective social guidance. 

“Hunger, Health and Housing:” discus- 
al leaders, Laura K. Martin and Mrs. Ruth 
Budd Galbraith. 

How the librarian provides material on the 
most current issues through the provision and 
use of the magazines in the school library. 

“Youth Problems and Needs:” discussion 
leaders, Mrs. Ruth Evans Babcock and Doris 
Cole. 

How the librarian ps articipates in curriculum 
planning as exemplified in an analysis of the 
way schools meet youth problems and needs. 


Business Meeting 

The business meeting of the A.A.S.L. was 
held on Saturday morning, June 16, at the 
Claridge Hotel, with Ruth M. Ersted, chair- 
man, presiding. The treasurer’s report was read 
and approved. It was voted to tax A.A.S.L. 
members 20¢ per capita for Top of the News, 
the money to be deducted before payment of 
the section’s allotment from A.L.A 

The chairman commented on the establish- 
ment of the A.A.S.L. Council, consisting of 
one member from each state, and expressed 
desire for its growth as an integral part of 
A.A.S.L. Reports of standing and special com- 
mittees were read and approved. Extracts and 
digests of these reports are as follows: 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
Audio-Visual Education 


A completely revised and enlarged manu- 
script, Projecting the School Library on the 
Audio-Visual Scene, has been prepared by the 
chairman and is now ready for publication. 
Plans are being made to have it available at an 
early date. 

~  Marcaret IRENE Rursvoip, Chairman 


Budget 


The following was submitted as a tentative 
budget of the year 1948-49: 


Top of the News $ 300 
Conference Expenses $200 
Joint Committee, A.L.A.-N.E.A. 60 


260 260 
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Committees 


Audio-Visual 


25 
Membership 200 
Magazine 25 
School Library Quarters 25 
Public Relations 30 
Others: International School Li- 
brary News, School Library 
Budgets, Nominating, etc. 30 
335 335 
Expenses For Officers 
Chairman, stationery, etc. 100 
Chairman, conference travel 75 
Treasurer 50 
Secretary 10 
2385 235 


$1130 
EpNA ELIzABETH GusTAFSON, Chairman 


Magazine Evaluation 


Groups of magazines have been assigned to 
individual members for close study, as part of 
the preparation for the magazine supplement to 
the new edition of the Basic Book Collection. 
Notes collected by members of the committee 
have appeared in Top of the News and the 
Library Journal. 

LauRA KATHERINE MArtTIN, Chairman 


Membership 


The membership leaflet was reprinted and 
distributed to regional chairmen for use in their 
Committee members also gave gen- 
erously of their time toward keeping the master 
file of members up-to-date. 

Frances HENNE, Chairman 


areas. 


Planning School Library Quarters 


The work of this committee has been carried 
on through the efforts of two subcommittees. 
The first group formulated a questionnaire 
on the pamphlet, Dear Mr. Architect, to 
send to 100 individuals concerned with school 
libraries in 36. states. The second group 
arranged with the publishing department of 
A.L.A. to have Dear Mr. Architect reprinted 
and distributed by Headquarters. A.A.S.L. 
will receive a royalty of 10 per cent of receipts 
trom sale Ss. 

LuciLe Faun Vickers, Chairman 


Public Relations 


his committee includes four subcommittees: 
Magazine Publicity, Review of Professional Lit- 
erature, Clearing House of Publicity Devices, 
and Bibliographical Services. The first two 
groups developed from earlier committees, and 
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have as their aim the promotion of the objec- 
tives and functions of the school library through 
articles in educational journals and the re. 
sponsibility for an annotated list of professional 
articles, particularly in the field of education, 
for publication in the Top of the News. The 
two remaining subcommittees are entirely new 
projects, and their objectives as well as the or- 
ganization of the members, is still incomplete. 

Marcaret I. Lee, Chairman 


Statistics 


The committee continued work on a national 
statistics form by corresponding with key 
people in many states to find out what uses were 
being made of statistical material. In March 
1948, the chairman represented A.A.S.L. and 
this committee at a conference in Washington 
to discuss the revision of the school library sta- 
tistics form. 

Louise F. Rees, Chairman 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 


Honorary Members 


In addition to making a selection of school 
librarians to be honored by A.A.S.L., already 
referred to in connection with the tea, the com- 
mittee recommends that one such celebration 
be devoted to librarians of teachers colleges 
and normal schools. 

ANNA CLARK KENNEDY, Chairman 


International News 


News of developments in school libraries in 
foreign countries which had been received by 
committee members through correspondence, 
has been sent to Top of the News, Wilson Bul- 
letin, and Library Journal for publication. 

Marion Horton, Chairman 


Quill and Scroll 


The Quill and Scroll—A.A.S.L. “Meet Your 
Library” contest was a two part project: the 
first scheduled for Book Week only, the second 
scheduled as an activity for a semester. Both 
were designed to acquaint publication staffs, 
press clubs, and schools with libraries and their 
services. The committee felt satisfied with the 
results. 


HELEN L. Butrier, Chairman 


School Library Budgets 


A questionnaire on school library budgets 
was sent to 210 school libraries in 36 states. 
The committee information on such 
items as the amounts spent for books and maga- 
zines, all other printed materials, audio-visual 
number of librarians per school, 


sought 


materials, 
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number of books per pupil, etc. The commit- 
tee calls attention to the need of expenditures 
and the desirability of publishing these findings 
in educational periodic als. 

Jasmine Brirron, Chairman 


Election Results 


For 1948-49, the officers and directors are: 
chairman, Frances Henne, Graduate Library 
School, University of Chicago; vice chairman, 
Mrs. Margaret K. Walraven, Crozier Technical 
High School Library, Dallas, Tex.; secretary, 


Louise Anthony, Community High School Li- 
brary, Dupo, IIl.; treasurer, June Labb, Lew 
Wallace High School Library, Gary, Ind.; past 
chairman, agg M. Ersted, State Department 
of Education, St. Paul, Minn.; directors: Mabel 
A. Turner, and of Libr: rianship, University 
of Washington, Seattle; Edna Elizabeth Gustaf- 
son, West High School Library, Denver, Colo.; 
and Esther Millett, Mary R. Hillard Memorial 
Library, Westover School, Middlebury, Conn. 


RutHu M. Erstep, Chairman 


Children’s Library Association 


his year, in line with the conscious attempt 
on the part of all groups to keep the number 
of meetings to a minimum, the Children’s Li- 
brary Association held only three meetings. 
The general program meeting was held Tues- 
day, June 15; the Newbery-Caldecott Awards 
dinner meeting, Tuesday evening, June 15; and 
the annual business meeting, Wednesday, June 
16. In addition, the Children’s Library Asso- 
ciation partic ipated in an institute sponsore d by 
the Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People, and held a series of daily one- 
hour morning sessions, on children’s books and 
reading, beginning Monday, June 14, and going 
through Friday, June 18. These were well 
attended and produced a spirited exchange of 
views on children’s books in today’s world. 
The papers presented at these meetings, to- 
gether with a digest of much of the group dis- 
cussion, will be published special fall is- 
sue of the Top of the News 

The theme of the general meeting might be 
termed “a variant” of the theme for the A.L.A. 
onference this year: “The Challenge of Public 
Affairs.” Eva J. Anttonen, Biblioteca Benja- 
min Franklin, Mexico City, gave a paper on 
“Children and Books—A Happy Fusion” in 
which she graphically painted a picture of 
public library service and its rewarding ex- 
periences with children in Mexico. Through 
her enthusiasm and appreciation of a country 
Ider in culture than ours, she paid tribute to 
the value of exchanging ideas, and _philoso- 
phies, and a sharing of cultural heritages be- 
tween the peoples of two neighboring coun- 
tries. She expressed a belief that through the 
friendships that come from this sharing, and 
from a recognition of the universality of 
childhood, the place of books and pictures as 
a means of common exchange of ideas and 
ideals, that a foundation might be laid for the 
building and devel loping of a better world un- 
derstanding, Children and books might well 
be the cornerstones. Miss Anttonen’s stimu- 
lating talk was followed by an amusing, yet 





thought-provoking chalk talk on the United 
Nations by Lois Fisher, based on her book 
You and the United Nations. Miss Fisher 
spoke in a spritely manner, illustrating her 
points with gay, pointed chalk drawings. 
These later were on display at the Joint Ex- 
hibit Booth and available as souvenirs. 

The Newbery-Caldecott Awards dinner, held 
in the Carolina Room at the Hotel Chalfonte, 
was a gala affair, attended by over 700. The 
decorations were gaily colored helium-filled 
balloons and sparkling snow crystals floating 
above the tables, while at each place was a 
souvenir place card, reflecting the art and 
origing lity of the two recipie nts. Appreciation 
for these goes to the publishers of the winning 
books. The Newbery Award was presented to 
William Péne DuBois for The Twenty-One 
Balloons (Viking). In his acceptance speech, 
Mr. DuBois reminisced on his schooldays, 
largely spent in France, and how he came to 
write for children, and of his fondness for 
islands, real and imaginary. The Caldecott 
Medal was won by Roger Duvoisin for his illus- 
trations in White Snow, Bright Snow, by Alvin 
Tresselt. Beatrice Creighton, children’s editor 
of Lothrop, Lee and Shepard, accepted the 
medal for Mr. Duvoisin as he was touring Eu- 
rope in the company of his wife and teen-age 
son. The surprise of the evening was at 10:00 
p.M., when a trans-Atlantic telephone call came 
to those gathered in the banquet room of the 
Hotel Chalfonte and Roger Duvoisin gave his 
acceptance speech by direct wire from Paris. 
Frederick G. Melcher was again able to be 
present and added greatly to the enjoyment of 
all with his inimitable humor and his recollec- 
tion of past awards meetings. After the trans- 
Atlantic call, Mr. Melcher, on behalf of the 
Children’s Library Association and all the 
friends of children’s books, honored Anne 
Carroll Moore with a “citation” of appreciation, 
and presented her with a bouquet of flowers 
The runners-up for the Newbery Award were: 
Pancakes—Paris, by C. H. Bishop (Viking); Li- 
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Lun, Lad of Courage, by Carolyn Treffinger 
(Abingdon-Cokesbury); The Quaint and Curi- 
ous Quest of Johnny Longfoot, the Shoe King’s 
Son, by Catherine Besterman (Bobbs-Merrill); 
Cowtail Switch, by Harold Courlander (Holt); 
and Misty of Chincoteague, by Marguerite 
Henry (Rand McNally). The runners-up for 
the Caldecott Award were: Stone Soup, by 
Marcia Brown (Scribner's); McElligot’s Pool, by 
Dr. Seuss (Random); Bambino the Clown, by 
Georges Schreiber (Viking); Roger and the Fox, 
illustrated by Hildegard Woodward, text by La- 
vinia Davis (Doubleday); and Song of Robin 
Hood, illustrated by V. L. Burton, text edited 
by Anne Malcolmson (Houghton). 

The business meeting was held Wednesday 
morning, June 16, with Elizabeth A. Groves, 
chairman, presiding. The minutes of the 1947 
meeting in San Francisco were dispensed with. 
In the absence of the treasurer, the secretary, 
Natalie Mayo, read the report to date and it 
was ac cepted as read. The reports of the stand- 
ing committees were accepted as read, and 
appear below in summarized form. 

Book Evaluation Committee—Margaret Mary 
Clark, chairman. The recommendations of 
this committee were discussed; it was agreed 
to continue the annual distinguished book list, 
and that a list of distinguished children’s books 
be compiled every five years, re-evaluating the 
books of that period. The suggestion to call 
the list one of “notable books” instead of “dis- 
tinguished” was also discussed and it was de- 
cided to retain the heading, “distinguished” 
books. This year the committee selected and 
annotated twelve titles from the year’s output, 
and the list was published in the Booklist 
April 15), the A.L.A. Bulletin (April), and the 
Top of the News (March), while Sturgis Printing 
Co, made available attractive inexpensive cop- 
1es. 

Membership Committee—Helen C. Bough, 
chairman. In the absence of the chairman, the 
secretary read the report. Ten regional chair- 
men and a total of fifty-two persons worked 
valiantly to promote increased membership in 
C.L.A. Twenty-five hundred membership 
dodgers, blanks, and publicity materials were 
sent out; monthly publicity releases went to the 
regional chairmen from August through Janu- 
iry; 1461 letters were mailed to prospects; 72 
meetings were addressed; 10 articles appeared 
in periodicals; and 79 phone cal's were made. 
As a result of these efforts, by May 1948 the 
paid-up membership reached 855, as against 
665 by May 1947 A recommendation was 
made that the C.L.A. committee coordinate its 
work with that of the division Membership 
Committee and the A.L.A. Membership Com- 
mittee This recommendation is being sent 


to the division for examination and further ac. 
tion. 

International Committee—Elizabeth H. Gross. 
chairman. This year the committee has co. 
operated with the International Relations Com. 
mittee of the division and the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table in compiling lists of 
books for children from first grade through high 
school suitable for translation in South Ameri- 
can countries, for the Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature of the For- 
eign Missions Conference of North America, 

Book Production Committee—Margaret Knox 
McElderry, chairman. The traveling exhibits 
of books contributed by publishers and sent to 
state library supervisors, were continued and 
received enthusiastic support, 16 states partici- 
pating and 31 publishers contributing approxi- 
mately 3483 books for the 331 exhibits. The 
special project of the committee was a survey 
of the publishing gaps in the field of children’s 
books. A questionnaire was prepared and sent 
to 1012 individuals. Replies were received 
from 30 states, as well as from British Columbia 
and Hawaii. These were analysed and pre- 
sented at a morning session of the institute on 
Children’s Books and Reading. The greatest 
lack was generally felt in good materials for 
the 8-12 age group. The need for standards 
and quality in children’s books was emphasized. 

Newbery-Caldecott Awards Procedure—Vir- 
ginia Chase, chairman of the Awards Com- 
mittee, 1947-48, made the recommendation that 
the former practice of trying to maintain secrecy 
as to the identity of the winners until the mo- 
ment of the presentation be discontinued, that 
instead a simultaneous announcement be sent 
to the recipients, publishers of the winning 
books, Mr. Me'cher, A.L.A., and the press at the 
time the decision is reached, and that the prac- 
tice of awarding the medals at the annual 
A.L.A. conference be continued. This should 
do away with unnecessary hard feelings and 
permit more constructive public ity on the part 
of librarians, booksellers and publishers. This 
new plan was adopted and the secretary was 
instructed to write the decision to Mr. Melcher. 

Treasure Chests in the U.S.A.—Some concem 
was expressed at the caliber of the selection of 
books being included in these chests. Also, 
word had been received that some libraries 
were sending discards in addition to duplicate 
copies. It was recommended that the secretary 
write to the Save the Children Federation and 
to the Children’s Book Council, expressing 4 
hope that books sent be selected from standard 
approved lists and that they be in good con- 
dition. 

Top of the News—It was voted that the 
C.L.A. set aside 20¢ per paid-up member for 
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the support of the Top of the News, that this 
amount be deducted by the treasurer of the 
division before she sends the allotment to the 
association, and that she see that the amount 
goes directly to the Top of the News. 

. Nominating Committee—It was recommended 
that the secretary of the C.L.A. be the chair- 
man of the Nominating Committee and be in 
charge of its activities. 

Publicity Committee—The functions of this 
committee were discussed and it was recom- 
mended that this committee turn its attention 
to the problem of recruiting through publicity 
and a study of existing practices. 

Magazine Evaluation Committee—It was 
recommended that a permanent committee be 
appointed for the purpose of reviewing new 
children’s periodicals and re-evaluating existing 
ones. It is hoped that this committee may 
work in cooperation with a similar committee 


of the A.A.S.L 


Officers Elected 


The report of the Nominating Committee 
was read and accepted and an unanimous bal- 
lot was cast. The officers for 1948-49 are: 
chairman, Virginia Chase, Carnegie Library, 
Pittsburgh; vice chairman, Margaret Mary 
Clark, Public Library, Cleveland; secretary, 
Siddie Joe Johnson, Public Library, Dallas, Tex.; 
treasurer, Dorothy L. Dickey, Olivia Raney 
Library, Raleigh, N.C.; division director, 1948- 
50, Jane A. Darrah, Public Library, Youngs- 
town, Ohio. Members-at-large to serve on the 
Newbery-Caldecott Committee are: Mrs. Kath- 
erine Watson, Public Library, Denver, Colo.; 
Margaret E. Martignoni, Public Library, Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.; Marian A. Webb, Public Library, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m. 


ELIZABETH A. GROVES 
Chairman 


Young People’s Reading Round Table 


Business Meeting 
The annual meeting of the Young People’s 
Reading Round Table was held Wednesday, 
June 16, in the Brighton Hotel, Atlantic City. 
Mrs. Beatrice W. Schein of Newark, chairman 
of the Y.P.R.R.T., presided. 


Standing Committee 


During the year the Standing Committee 
acted in an advisory capacity to the chairman 
of the Young People’s Reading Round Table. 

1. It approved purchase of 500 copies of 
Seventeen magazine’s reprint, “No Quiet 
Please,” to use for publicity and recruiting 
purposes. 

2. It made recommendations regarding the 
program meeting and approved the actual 
plans. 

3. The Procedures Manual for Officers and 
Committee Chairman was completed under the 
leadership of Frances M. Grim. 


After testing for a year the practicality of the 
proposal that the chairman of the Young 
People’s Reading Round Table assume _ the 
chairmanship of the Standing Committee as 
recommended at the 1947 San Francisco Con- 
ference, the Standing Committee recommended 
that no change be made in the regulation 
regarding the chairmanship of this committee 
for the following reasons: 

1. A new chairman needs the help and ex- 
perience of someone familiar with section 
affairs, logically the ex-chairman. 

2. Many projects are not completed within 
one year, and it would simplify matters if the 


new chairman could turn to her predecessor 
for information regarding their status, etc. 

3. A policy-making committee should be 
headed by someone who has been actively 
engaged in matters of policy. 

4. It makes for too much concentration of 
responsibility in the hands of the new chair- 
man. 

After considering these reasons, the mem- 
bership voted to make no change in the reg- 
ulation regarding the chairmanship. 


Survey Committee 


The findings of the Survey Committee on 
Work with Young People were published in 
brief in the October 1947 issue of Top of the 
News, and in greater detail in the April 1948 
issue of the A.L.A. Bulletin. 


75th Anniversary Goals 


Suggestion was made by one of the members 
of the Goals Committee that since the goals 
formulated by the Y.P.R.R.T. had been incor- 
porated in the general A.L.A. Goals, the com- 
mittee might be dissolved. In answer to this, 
the membership expressed the wish that the 
committee continue to function as an imple- 
menting force in the achievement of the goals. 
Therefore the committee consisting of Mrs. 
Margaret Alexander Edwards, chairman, Jean 
C. Roos, and Eileen P. Riols continues. 


Constitution Committee 


The Constitution changes proposed in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin for May 1948 regarding mem- 
bership and dues were voted upon and ac- 
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cepted. It was also voted that the Constitu- 
tion Committee prepare the following revisions 
of the Constitution to be publicized and voted 
upon in 1949: 

1. Clarification of the By-Laws, Article 
covering the membership of the Standing Com- 
mittee. 

. By-Laws for election of 
division 


Provision in the 
two directors (one each year) to the 


board of directors 


Standards Committee 


Mabel Williams, chairman, reported that 
according to the latest word from the A.L.A. 
Publishing Department, The Public Library 
Plans for the Teen Age will be released in 
August or early September 


\ Youth Library in Every Community 


Amelia Munson, compiler of this valuable 
brochure, pointed out that it is essentially a 
promotion publication and therefore not to be 
limited to use among librarians, but to be put 
in the hands of trustees, civic groups, ete. 
Orders for the brochure should be sent to Stur- 


gis Printing Co., Sturgis, Mich. 


Change of Name of Y.P.R.R.T 


Since there is a general tendency to misun- 
derstand the purpose of the group because of 
the misleading quality of the term “Round 
Table,” the following names were suggested: 
(1) Association of Young People’s Librarians; 
(2) Youth Library Association; (3) Youth Library 
Section. 

The membership in attendance expressed 
their preference for Association of Young 
People’s Librarians, but the final decision will 
rest with the entire membership after due 
publicity has been given the matter 


Top of the News 


It was moved, seconded, and carried that the 
division treasurer be empowered to withhold 
member from the allotment to the 
section as a needed subsidy for Top of the 
News. This will enable the Y.P.R.R.T. to carry 
a fair share of financial responsibility for the 
division quarterly 


20¢ per 


Canadian Library Association 


Scoggin, who attended the Ca- 
Association Conference, re- 
kindred aspirations that this 


Margaret C. 
nadian Library 


ported on the 
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sister organization showed, particularly in the 
matter of a survey on Canadian youth. She 
suggested that the Y.P.R.R.T. write the Cana- 
dian section, extending interest and support 
and including a gift copy of A Youth Library 
in Every Community and a —— of The Pub- 
lic Library Plans for the Teen Age \ motion 
to this effect was made, seconded, and 


ried. 
Offic ers Elected 
Sarah A. Beard, chairman, Nominating Com- 
mittee, presented her report and the following 


officers were duly elected for 1948-49: chair- 


man, Lillian J. Lawyer, Public Library of the 
District of Columbia, Washington; secretary. 
Mrs. Katherine P. Jeffery, Public Library, 
Brockton, Mass.; treasurer, Stephen Matyi, 
Youth Department, Public Library, Cleveland, 
Ohio; director, Alice Louise LeFevre, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Western Michigan 
College of Education, Kalamazoo, Mich, 


Program Meeting 


About 1500 people attended the program 
meeting, “Youth and Their Interests,” on June 
14, at 2:30 p.m. in the Chelsea Hotel. Mrs 
Beatrice W. Schein, chairman, presided. The 
first speaker, Sheila John Daly, substituted for 
Maureen Daly, who was ill. The 


f 


her sister, 
younger Miss Daly, a columnist and author of 
teen-age etiquette books, pointed out that 
though jive talk did not originate with young 
people nor is it their sole manner of speech, 
she uses it in her writing because it allows 
one to present situations or advice appealingh 
instead of in a manner which might otherwise 
be considered “preachy” or embarrassing. The 
age span of the thousands of young people who 
correspond with her ranges from 12-25. 

This talented and attractive young writer 
summed up her work by saying that she always 
gives the type of advice ‘that parents would 
give if their sons and daughters would only 
listen to them. 

The second speaker, Eugene Gilbert, was one 
of the nationally famous young people Miss 
Daly had written up in her ‘ “Tops in Teens” 
column. His talk, entitled “The Teen-Ager and 
How His Mind Works,” dealt with the various 
psychological pressures of childhood and youth 
and how they make for particular susceptibil- 
ities at various age levels. Mr. Gilbert is con- 
sultant on youth interests, Look magazine, 
National Broadcasting Co., and other well- 
known concerns, and gathers his information by 
taking nation-wide polls 


Mrs. Beatrice W. ScHern, Chairman 
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Division of Library Education 


rpwo MEETINGS of the Division of Library 

Education were held during the 67th annual 
conference at Atlantic City: one business meet- 
ing and one program meeting. The board 
directors held one breakfast session on June 
14. 

Business Meeting 

The business meeting was called to order at 
10 a.m. on June 16. Dr. Richard H. Logsdon 
presided. Fifty persons were in Sey 
The report of the treasurer, John M. Cory was 
read and accepted. The report of the Auditing 
Committee was read and accepted. 

The chairman of the Membership Committee, 
Hazel A. Pulling, submitted a detailed analysis 
of the division’s membership and reported on 
the committee’s plan for increasing member- 
ship. 

Mae Graham, chairman, Recruiting Commit- 
tee, called upon the membership for advice on 
the work program of the committee and_ its 
relation to other A.L.A. recruiting activities. 
After considerable discussion from the floor 
pointing up the importance of keeping in touch 
with all Association recruiting activities, it was 
agreed that the committee give further study 
to the needs for recruiting and the methods of 
increasing recruitment. 

Nathaniel Stewart, chairman, Program Plan- 
ning Committee, reviewed the work of his 
committee and presented for discussion a pro- 
posal that the division undertake publication of 
a yearbook on library education and training. 
He noted the present dispersal of publications 
on library education and the resultant difficulty 
in keeping in touch with current developments. 
Discussion from the floor indicated varying 
shades of opinion. No action was called for 
pending further study of the proposal. 

Reporting on the year’s activities, Dr. Logs- 
don noted that emphi isis had been given to the 
activation of appropriate committees and the 
development of a long-range a ee He 
pointed to the interest of the A.L.A. member- 
ship as evidenced by the capacity an ince 
at the Midwinter program meeting and at the 
annual meeting as confirmation of the need 
for such a division within the structure of 
A.L.A. 

The secretary reported the results of the 
election previous]; ree by mail as fol- 
lows: president, Mary V. Gaver, State Teachers 
College, Trenton, N.J.; vice president, G. Flint 
Purdy, Wayne University, Detroit; secretary, 
Ruth Fine, U.S. Bureau of the Budget, Wash- 
ington, D.C.; treasurer, W. Roy Holleman, 
Mead Corp., Chillicothe, Ohio; directors: John 


S. Richards, Public Library, Seattle, 1946-49; 
Wayne Shirley, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, 1947- 
50; Thelma Eaton, U.S. De partment of Com- 
merce, Washington, D.C., 1948-51;: A.L.A. 
Councilor, Virginia L. Jones, Atlanta University, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Program Meeting 


“Bridging the Gap Between Professional 
Training and Field Practice,” was the theme of 
the program meeting presided over by Richard 
H. Logsdon on June 17. Over 250 persons 
attended the session and participated in the 
discussion. Three papers were presented, two 
of which appraised training facilities for rural 
and small town librarians and for subject spe- 
cialists; one dealt with the contribution of on- 
the-job training. 

Walter T. Brahm, State Library, Columbus, 
Ohio, opened the discussion with a carefully 
reasoned and provocative paper on “Personnel 
for Rural and Small Town Libraries.” Problems 
confronting librarians serving these areas, he 
felt, will persist even though the rural and small 
town library as we know them may eventually 
disappear with the implementation of the “Na- 
tional Plan.” He addressed himself therefore 
to the type of professional equipment neces- 
sary to meet these problems. Courses in rural 
sociology and practical political science, he 
noted, were sadly lacking in current curricula 
and should either be prerequisites for entrance 
to library schools, or should be offered as part 
of the regular training for librarianship in 
rural areas. No small town librarian, he felt, 
can operate effectively without an understand- 
ing of the attitudes, interests and aversions of 
the farmer and small town resident. Nor can 
the librarian win continuous support without 
knowledge of the political machinery which 
makes the community tick. Training for sound 
community relations, his view, is of major 
importance. 

Turning next to human relations in the li- 
brary, Mr. Brahm considered first the rela- 
tions of the librarian to the library board. 
Library trustees fail to distinguish their func- 
tion from that of the librarian. Library schools 
could help to clarify these distinctions by de- 
veloping survey courses for trustees or by in- 
viting them to participate as auditors at lectures. 

Day-to-day staff relationships were then sub- 
jected to scrutiny. “There are countless books, 
lectures and courses on personnel management 
aimed at showing the librarian as an adminis- 
trator how to handle her staff, how to under- 
stand them and how to get along with them 
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But this is a two-way affair.” Is it not, he 
asked, the job of the assistant to get along 
with the boss? There is nothing in library 
administration courses which teaches the stu- 
dent how to fit into a library as a staff member, 
although the majority of library school gradu- 
ates are not and will never be in administrative 
positions. 

On the technical side, Mr. Brahm believes 
that library school training has been for the 
most part adequate. There is need, however, 
for indoctrinating school faculties with the 
viewpoint of the small public library. Too few 
have had _ sufficient public library experience 
and in this respect “the administrators of li- 
brary schools have let the public library field 
down.” Mr. Brahm challe nged the Board of 
Education for Librarianship and the library 
schools to show that their faculties have any 
appreciable experience public library work. 
“A rough check of 88 regular faculty members 
of 16 major library schools shows that these 
members have a combined total of 464 years’ 
experience in the administration of college and 
university libraries and only 137 years’ experi- 
ence in administration of a public library, large 
or small.” He concluded his paper ‘with a 
plea for library training directed toward prac- 
tical on-the-job problems and for library train- 
ing sccatnamiieten divorced from universities. 

In the discussion from the floor it was ap- 
parent that library school faculties felt strongly 
that Mr. Brahm’s suggestion that library schools 
be divorced from universities was a step in the 
wrong direction. Rice Estes, Pratt Institute, 
averred that “if we expect any academic 
prestige, we will be forced to continue the 
present connection.” Alice L. LeFevre, Western 
Michigan College of Education, noted that li- 
brary schools must “pay attention to what the 
demand is on the part of the student. They 
are not training for one particular place and 
they are very much interested in academic 
prestige.” Nina C. Brotherton, Simmons Col- 
lege, pointed out that few library school stu- 
dents come from rural areas. “If we could 
recruit more from the country areas, I think we 
could send more back.” Speaking to this point, 
Judah Gershenson, Newberry Library, pointed 
out that professional advancement did not come 
as often from work in rural areas. “Librarians, 
as well as those in other professions, try to 
find more or less warm spots and tend to go 
to the green pastures. 

Drawing on her experience as director of the 
training class, Cincinnati Public Library, Alice 
M. Dunlap discussed “On-the- fob Training and 
the Emergence of a New Type of Training 
Officer.” In her opinion “in-service training is 
1 vital factor in modern personnel manage- 
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ment.” Systematically she analyzed the pur- 
poses and techniques of the three main types 
of in-service training: (a) orientation, or induc- 
= training; (b) training for higher efficiency; 

(c) training for promotion. 

Basic to satisfactory orientation, she said, 
is psychological preparation of the inductee for 
satisfying job relations. Social adjustment of 
the recruit to his new colleagues and to the 
new community is an integral part of induction 
and is an appropriate responsibility of the li- 
brary administration. Hospitality committees or 
staff associations, she noted, have in many k- 
braries, discharged this responsibility admirably. 
The practice of assigning new staff for three to 
six month periods in each major department is 
another practice which has been successful, but 
offers many difficulties in periods of staff short. 
age. The training-within-industry plan, de- 
veloped during the war, offers another approach 
which Miss Dunl: ap recommended warmly and 
without reservation. Evolved by psychologists 
and educators who believed that “if the pupil 
hasn’t learned, the teacher hasn’t taught,” this 
plan has paid dividends to those who have em- 
ployed it and has proven very successful in the 
Cincinnati Public Library. “The real secret of 
T.W.I. was that every detail was planned. 
This is the element which has been so sadly 
lacking in most library training—tré ining largely 
by inspiration or accident.’ Miss Dun: ap 
warned that “a new generation of library 
workers and users is going to be very impa- 
tient with the old-fashioned, cumbersome and 
unplanned economy, still very prevalent in li- 
braries. We are going to need some streamlin- 
ing of our job methods, and perhaps some psy- 
chologizing of our training practices. But even 
if we are toned up with a shot in the arm for 
efficiency in job methods and job instruction, 
another kind of induction training is also 
needed.” This type concerns itself with instill- 
ing pride in and loyalty to the profession and 
to the organization. In Cincinnati a series of 
meetings are scheduled at irregular intervals at 
which the employee learns something about the 
history of the library and about the great li- 
braries of the world. The administrative struc- 
ture of the library and the functions of the 
major departments are described and _ simple 
proble ms are assigned to test knowledge of 
basic techniques and tools. Miss Dunlap re- 
ported that response to the course has been 
very enthusiastic and results have been gratify- 
ing. 

Training for greater efficiency and promotion 
can be provided by well planned and carefully 
directed staff meetings. Committee assign- 


ments on special library projects or individual 
responsibility for inv estigations looking toward 
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improving library services or management offer 
excellent oportunities for staff dev elopment. In- 
stitutes and workshops, rotation of assignments, 
staff exchanges between libraries, opportuni- 
ties for library visits and for discussions with 
library consultants, and scheduled time for pro- 
fessional reading and for examining new books 
are all important training devices which serve 
to build an alert and enthusiastic staff. 

Miss Dunlap concluded her paper with a 
discussion of the role of the personnel officer 
in the development of an integrated training 
program. She urged the centralization of all 
training functions in the personnel department, 
pointing out that the well-organized personnel 
department is aware of the library’s total needs, 
and can thus plan and schedule the training 
program to meet the staff needs of the library. 

Commenting on Miss Dunlap’s paper, Mary 
Elizabeth Miller, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
enthusiastically supported her opinion that 
training-within-industry methods can be ap- 
plied in libraries. Our greatest difficulty in de- 
ciding where we can _ use _ training-within- 
industry methods, or any other method, is that 
we do not know what we are seeking to 
achieve. “We must have job descriptions, know 
the duties and responsibilities of jobs” before 
we can attempt to develop a training program. 
Further discussion from the floor indicated 
general consensus that on-the-job training in 
routines is expected by most library administra- 
tors and that library schools should be re- 
sponsible for inculcating their graduate with 
an understanding of the principles and purposes 
of these routines. 

As the final speaker on the program, Verner 
W. Clapp, Library of Congress, discussed 
“Training the Subject Specialist.” Mr. Clapp 
asserted that no dogmatic answer could be 
given to the question of how the librarv schools 
can adequately train subject specialists. He 
felt that not all subject specialists require library 
training, while others had such varying duties 
that they needed both library and_ subject 
training. Listing the types of subject expertise 


required in the Library of Congress, he stated 
that although he did not expect library schools 
to help train or recruit for these positions, he 
felt that they should be aware of their existence. 
For he said, “although at the moment this is 
one of a few such examples, one can never tell; 
there may be other instances.” In his opinion 
library schools cannot within the foreseeable 
future hope to produce numbers of subject spe- 
cialists who possess advanced scholarship and 
mastery of their fields. He suggested that li- 
brary schoo's take a much lower pitch as the 
point at which to develop curricula. What this 
pitch should be he was not prepared to say, 
but urged library school administrators to learn 
more about present needs before embarking 
on programs for preparing specialists “for those 
rare positions which come up maybe half 
dozen times in the course of a decade in the 
whole country.” 

Keyes D. Metcalf, Harvard University Li- 
brary, took a different view of library subject 
specialists. He felt that “the first thing to note 
in connection with a subject specialist is not 
whether he has had a major or Ph.D. in the 
particular field . . . but to make sure you have 
a man or woman ‘that can do what you want to 
have done, who can learn what the job requires 
and will somehow or other get the training that 
is necessary and do a job.” He urged library 
school directors to give the best general library 
school course they can and in addition “give a 
reasonab!e number of special courses in subject 
fields.” 

In the discussion which followed, David J. 
Haykin, Library of Congress, distinguished be- 
tween te specialists and the librarians per- 
forming service in specialized subject areas. In 
his opinion the subject specialist without library 
school training needs orientation in library work 
if he is to perform satisfactorily. Comments 
indicated agreement that specialized library 
service did not require advanced scholarship in 
the subject field but did require sound orienta- 
tion. 

Rutu Fine, Se¢retary 


Library Extension Division 


~ Library Extension Division began its 
conference activities with a ates, mote 
library legislation institute held on the c campus 
of the New Jersey College for Women, New 
Brunswick, June 10-12. It was a co-sponsor of 
this institute, with the A.L.A. Federal Relations 
Committee, I Library Extension Board, A.L.A. Li- 
brary Legislation Committee, and Planning 
Committee, Library Extension Division. 

At Atlantic City the division sponsored a 
program meeting in cooperation with the Li- 


brary Extension Board, and the Rural Socio- 
logical Society and A.L.A. Joint Committee, 
and held a business meeting. Its executive 
board held two meetings while both the State 
Agency Section and the County and Regional 
Libraries Section held business meetings. The 
County and Regional Libraries Section was also 
responsible for one program meeting and for a 
county and regional libraries booth where ex- 
tension libraries could see a display and consult 
with authorities in their field of work. 
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Program Meetings 

The joint program meeting with the Library 
Extension Board, and Rural Sociological Soc iety 
and A.L.A. Joint Committee was held on Tues- 
day, June 15, with Raymond C. Lindquist, 
chairman, Library Extension Board, presiding. 
“The Librarian Considers His Job in the Rural 
Community,” was the general theme chosen 
for consideration, while a quotation, “If we 
could first know where we are and whither we 
are tending, we would better know what to do 
and how to do it,” served to point up the theme 
and supply a springboard for the speakers. 
“What to do and How to do it,” was the topic 
discussed by a panel led by Mr. Lindquist. 
Panel ps articipants were: Mrs. Lois Rainer 
Green, Eleanor N. Wilson, Irving Lieberman, 
Helen A. Ridgway, Mrs. Mary B. Kenan and 
Robert Galloway. “Rural Life—Where We Are 
and Whither We Are Tending,” was the sub- 
ject discussed by Arthur Raper, Committee of 
Farm Popul: ition and Rural Welfare, U.S. De- 
partment of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 

The second program meeting, sponsored by 
the County and Regional Libraries Section, 
was held on Thursday afternoon, June 17, with 
Dorothy Strouse, section president, presiding. 


Business Meeting 

The Library Extension Division convened for 
its business meeting Wednesday morning, June 
16, at 10:30 a.m. in Atlantic City. Mildred 
W. Sandoe, president, called the meeting to 
order. The secretary's report of the Midwinter 
meeting had been mailed to members and was 
accepted. Mrs. Lois Rainer Green, treasurer, 
reported a balance on hand of $590.83 with 
outstanding bills _ obligations amounting to 
approximately $22 As chairman of the Mem- 
bership Suiaminn, Mrs. Green reported an 
enrolment of 648 members. 


Committee Reports 

Recruiting: Helen M. Clark, chairman, re- 
ported that progress was being made on the 
recruiting folder authorized by the division at 
previous meetings. She said that through the 
recent help of several state extension agencies, 
a number of suitable pictures had been secured, 
but there was need still for an attractive pic- 
ture of a board meeting or friends of library 
group meeting. 

The Sturgis Printing Co., Mich., is 
ready to print the folders at a price that will 
permit them to be sold for around 5¢ or less 
apiece in quantity, and is willing to handle all 
details of printing and distribution other than 
those concerned with the preparation of the text 
and the circularization of library agencies to se- 
cure orders. An author to prepare the text has 


Sturgis, 
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been secured. 

Miss Clark also reported that she had served 
as the division’s representative on the A.L.A. 
joint committee on Library Work As a Career 
and attended its meeting June 13, and on the 
committee for the A.L.A. recruiting booth at 
the Atlantic City meeting. 

The joint committee has printed the folder, 
10,000 Careers with a Challenge in a large edi- 
tion. Each member association or division, 
Miss Clark reported, was being asked to con- 
tribute $50 for the initial work of the commit- 
tee. She moved that the Library Extension 
Division contribute $50 toward these expenses, 
The motion was seconded, but action was re- 
ferred to the executive board, which the divi- 
sion agreed knew best whether or not the 
division treasury could stand this expense. 
(The contribution was approved at an execu- 
tive board meeting held Thursday afternoon, 
June 17.) 

State and National Planning: C. Ernestine 
Grafton, chairman, reported that the committee 
is in the process of contacting states for up-to- 
the-minute planning developments in each plan- 
ning committee region. This policy is in line 
with its recommendation at the Midwinter 
meeting, “That the committee actively urge 
state library associations and state library agen- 
cies to study the national plans | - — appli- 
cation to their own situation. y June 24, 
plans were in from all but six of Ps Me s. The 
National Relations Office has requested infor- 
mation covering state planning committee chair- 
men, organizations represented, and present 
activities. On the basis of present returns and 
the above request, the committee recommended 
the publication of plans in the Federal Rela- 
tions News. The division approved the com- 
mittee’s recommendation. Miss Grafton said 
a directory of state planning committees will 
appear in an early issue. Representatives from 
this committee worked with the Preconference 
Institute on Library Legislation Committee, and 
the A.L.A. Committee on Implementation of the 
National Plans. In connection with the latter, 
the committee recommended acceptance of a 
recommendation made by the A.L.A. Commit- 
tee on Implementation of the National Plans, 
that the committee make the implementation 
of the national plan its main goal for the year. 
The division voted in favor of expz anding the 
responsibility of the pcs to include such 
implementation of the national plans. 

Bookmobile and Branch Building: John D. 
Henderson, chairman, reported that a question- 
naire on branch building has been circulated 
but that data could not be assembled in time 
for this meeting. Jeannette Johnson, chairman, 
Bookmobiles Subcommittee, said that her com- 
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mittee had been given the task of preparing 
material for a supplement on bookmobiles to be 
issued with an early fall A.L.A. Bulletin. This 
has meant working against a July 1 deadline 
and since the committee with its present mem- 
bership did not get underway until after the 
Midwinter meeting of A.L.A., the pressure of 
time has been great. All the work of the 
committee has been done by mail. The pro- 
cedure was as follows: Each member of the 
committee obtained from the state agencies in 
her area a mailing list of libraries which had 
purchased a new bookmobile since 1940. To 
each of these libraries they sent a bookmobile 
questionnaire with the hope that the answers 
would reveal what type of vehicles and equip- 
ment have been purchased since 1940, and how 
satisfied the librarians are with their choices. 
Information from the returned questionnaires 
was then compiled and pertinent parts sent to 
the writers of the articles. 

As plans now stand, the supplement will in- 
clude a human interest article; an article on 
factors to consider in choosing make, size, 
type, and equipment of bookmobiles; an article 
discussing advantages and disadvantages of 
large, medium, and small trucks or different 
types such as walk-in, cab-over-engine, or 
panel; a similar article discussing trailers; a 
fourth article on shelving; a general article on 
exterior and interior finish; an article on pur- 
chasing and maintenance costs; and also ways 
of financing. The appendix is to include speci- 
fications for a typical bookmobile of each type 
(walk-in, cab-over-engine, and panel) and each 
size: large, over 1 ton; medium, 1 ton; and 
small, under 1 ton. It will probably include also 
several tabulations to show libraries having 
bookmobiles since 1940 according to state, 
rural, or urban area, description of vehicles, 
costs, etc. 

Shirley Brother has prepared a classified 
bibliography. The editor’s staff will prepare a 
classified directory of advertisers. 

At present the plan is for a 32-page supple- 
ment with 16 pages of advertising. This will 
necessarily have to be modified according to 
the amount of advertising which can be sold. 
At least ten pictures and possibly more will 
be used. 

Although the supplement will not answer all 
questions or settle the whole matter of standard- 
ization, the committee still hopes that potential 
purchasers of bookmobiles will find it a valu- 
able source of practical suggestions. 

Joint Committee to Arrange a Work-Con- 
ference on Coordinating School and Public 
Library Service to Children and Young People: 
Helen M. Clark, chairman, reported that the 
University of Chicago Graduate Library School 





and School of Education will hold a work-con- 
ference on this subject in 1949. Dean Bernard 
R. Berelson and Frances Henne met with the 
committee on June 15 and the following ten- 
tative plans were conditionally accepted: a two- 
week period for the working group followed by 
one week to report findings, possibly to a 
larger group; that the meeting be held during 
July and/or August; that there be publication 
of the findings; that an attempt be made to 
secure foundation support to cover costs of 
securing faculty from outside the University 
of Chicago for publication and for scholarships. 
It was agreed that Miss Henne should direct 
the program with the advice of the present joint 
committee (one representative each from Pub- 
lic Libraries, Children and Young Peoples, and 
Library Extension Divisions). It was suggested 
that a representative of the N.E.A. be added to 
this committee. 

Preconference Institute: In the absence of 
James C. Foutts, division representative, Pro- 
gram Committee for the institute, Raymond C. 
Lindquist reported that about seventy-five per- 
sons from extension agencies all over the U.S. 
attended and enjoyed the institute held at 
Rutgers University, June 10-12. The program 
included “Legislative Trends,” “The Tax Basis 
for Public Libraries,” “State Aid Legislation,” 
“Certification Laws,” and “Larger Units of 
Service,” “How to Draft a Bill,” “Building 
Support for a Legislative Campaign,” and 
“What the Legislature Wants to Know about a 
Bill—and How to Approach a Legislator.” 

Speakers and participants on panels included 
not only authorities from the library field but 
public administration and legislative experts. 
Proceedings of this meeting are to be published 
and distributed free to those who attended, and 
made available at cost to others interested. 

Library Extension Board: Raymond C. Lind- 
quist, chairman, reported that this year’s new 
appointment to the board is Mrs. J. E. Price, 
trustee, Tuscaloosa County Library, Ala. It 
was made clear that the board is anxious to 
work more closely with the Library Extension 
Division in the extension field. Under arrange- 
ments made this past year, the chairman of the 
Library Extension Board is now ex officio a 
member of the Library Extension Division Ex- 
ecutive Board, and the president of the division 
is to attend and participate in all meetings of 
the Library Extension Board. Minutes and 
correspondence of the two groups are also being 
exchanged. 

It was announced that the Library Extension 
Board plans to undertake a survey of state 
library agencies to provide material that might 
be used in efforts at implementation of the na- 
tional plan and also in a new edition of A.L.A.’s 
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State Library Agency. Another project to be 
undertaken is a library extension issue of some 
library periodical. The division’s board agreed 
to co-sponsor this project. During the coming 
year it is planned to investigate the possibil- 
ities of preparing a film strip on the fun of 
doing county library work, which could be 
used for recruiting purposes 

Publications: Sarah I, Jones, chairman, re- 
ported that the Publications Committee has 
been inactive since delivery of the county and 
regional library folder at the Midwinter meeting 
this past January. Word from Miss Sandoe, 
in April, said that the first printing of 50,000 
copies of this folder was received at A.L.A. 
Headquarters, from which free copies in quanti- 
ties varying from 200 to 1000 copies, were sent 
to state The remainder of the issue 
went to Miss Ridgway for use as she saw fit. 
orders for an additional 50,000 
copies were secured, printed, and delivered. 
Mrs. Gretchen K. Schenk promises that the 
manuscript of the county manual will be ready 
by December 15 at the latest. 

Council of National Library Associations: L. 
Marion Moshier, division representative, re- 
ported that a meeting of the Council of Na- 
tional Library Associations held Apr. 23, 1948, 
dealt with two major activities: discussion of 
the Fourth Activities Committee proposals 
presented by Ralph R. Shaw) and proposals 
for the reconstituting of the American Li- 
brary Association as a federation of national 
library associations (presented by Milton E. 
Lord); report by Mr. Shaffer on a Carnegie 
Grant for a conference on library education. 
The report pointed out that these matters are 
and should be fol- 


lowed closely by the division. 


agencies. 


Later, pay 


of far reaching importance 


Joint Advisory Committee to Work with 
\.L.A. Public Library Specialist: Mildred W. 
Sandoe, division representative, said that the 


midwinter and 
then introduced Helen A. Ridgway who spoke 
briefly of her work during the past year. She 
at some length of her field trip to the 
partially financed by the 
Library Extension Division’s travel fund grant. 
She emphasized the value of such trips in con- 
areas visited 


committee had not met since 


spt ke 


Southwest—a_ trip 


crete iccomplishments within the 
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but pointed out as well the resulting “office 
weakness.” 

Election: Dorothy Strouse, chairman, an- 
nounced the following officers elected: pres- 
ident, Lucile Nix, State Department of Educa- 
tion, Atlanta, Ga. (term expires 1950); vice 
presidents, State Agency Section, S. Janice Kee 
State Library, Jefferson City, Mo.; County 
and Regional Libraries Section, Nettie B. Tay- 
lor, Pamunkey Regional Library, Hanover, Va.: 
executive secretary, Mrs. Mary B. Kenan, Prince 
George’s County Memorial L ibrary, Hyattsville, 
Md. (term expires 1949); treasurer, Maryan E, 
Reynolds, State Library, Olympia, Wash. (term 
expires 1950). 


Directors: Irene V. Mason, State Library 
Commission, Little Rock, Ark.; Dorothy E. 
Hiatt, Macomb County Library, Mount Clem- 


ens, Mich.; Hazel C. Clark, Burlington County 
Free Library, Mount Holly, N.J. (term expires 
1949); Alta M. Parks, Ingham County Library, 
Mason, Mich. (term expires 1950); Mrs. Carma 
R. Zimmerman, State Library, Olympia, Wash 
(term expires 1950): Jeanne B. Lloyd, Bald- 
win Public Library, Birmingham, Mich., ap- 
pointed to replace Miss Sowder who resigned 
(term expires 1949). 

A.L.A. Councilors: H. Marjorie Beal, State 
Library Commission, Raleigh, N.C. (term ex- 
pires 1949): Helen M. Clark, Library Exten- 
sion Division, State De aes of Education, 
Baltimore (term expires 1951). 

The proposed amendments to the Constitu- 
tion of the division included in the A.L.A. 
Bulletin Sept. 15, 1947, page 55, were adopted 
by a mail vote of the membership. 

Joint Committee A.L.A. and American As- 
sociation of Rural Sociologists: Irving Lieber- 
man reported that the rural sociologists . are 
meeting in Chicago next winter and suggested 
that the division corsider a preconference in- 
stitute of extension librarians and rural sociolo- 
gists similar to the one held before the 1948 
Midwinter A.L.A. meeting. A show of hands 
vote authorized Mr. Lieberman to try to ar- 
range such a workshop and showed that twelve 
libraries present hoped to attend. The meet- 
ing adjourned at 12:00 noon 

Mrs. Mary B. Executive 


KENAN, Secretary 


County and Regional Libraries Section 


Business Meeting 
A business meeting was held on Wednesday, 
June 16, in the Convention Hall with Dorothy 
Strouse, Lucas County Library, Maumee, Ohio, 
chairman, Dorothy Van _ Gorder, 
Somerville, N.]., 


and the treasurer’s 


presiding 
Library, 
secretary's report 


Somerset County 
read the 


report which showed a balance of $88.30. The 
reports were approved. 


Officers Elected 
Dorothy Strouse, chairman, Election Com- 
mittee, Library Extension Division, reported 


that the following officers for the County and 


| 


~~ | <i- tes 26 Gm 0606 bee 








LIBRARY EXTENSION DIVISION P-53 


Regional Libraries Section were elected by bal- 
lot: chairman, Nettie B. Taylor, P: umunkey Re- 
gional Library, Hanover, Va.; secretary- -treas- 
urer, Margaret Johnston, Haywood County 
Public Library, Waynesville, N.C.; director, 
(term expiring 1951) Mrs. Marian L. Crom- 
well, Pierce County Public Library, Tacoma, 
Wash. The other two directors are (term ex- 
piring 1950) C. Ernestine Grafton, Virginia 
State Library, Richmond, and (term expiring 
1949) Margaret Allman, Cossitt Library, Mem- 
shis. Tenn. The motion was made, seconded, 
and passed that the report be accepted. 


Form of Statistical Report 

The problem of the form of the statistical re- 
port for county and regional libraries was dis- 
cussed. To have a form accepted for publica- 
tion by the U.S. Office of Education means 
shortening the current 10-page tentative form 
with its 80 cateyories, not including numerous 
breakdowns, to some 28 categories. John 
Mackenzie Cory, who had been asked to con- 
sider the problem, recommended that it be 
turned back to the Library Extension Division 
since it is more of a state agency problem 
than a county and regional one; that if it could 
not be worked out through the state agencies, 
another possibility was to emp!oy a statistician 
familiar with library statistics to work with or 
without a committee to devise an acceptable 
form. The motion was made, seconded, and 
passed that Mr. Cory’s recommendation be ac- 
cepted, and that a joint committee from the 
division and section be empowered to work out 
procedures. It was further suggested that the 
Southeastern States Survey Committee might 
help. 

The question of the new Constitution was 
tabled until such time as it was decided whether 
or not the Library Extension Division and 
sections would affiliate with the Public Libraries 
Division. 

It was reported that a request had heen re- 
ceived at the county and regional exhibit booth 
that the material be made available for use by 
library schools in order to give students a bet- 
ter picture of county and regional service. The 
motion was made, seconded, and passed that 
the pro‘ect of collecting either a packet of pic- 
tures and other materials or a film strip for 
loan to library schoo's be referred to the new 
administration, and also, that the interest of 
the Library Extension Division be solicited. 


County Library Defined 
Helen A. Ridgway presented the prob'em of 
determining the definition of a county library 
for listing purposes. In the definition approved 
by a committee of extension librarians in 1942, 


a note suggested that the minimum $1000 in- 
come standard be continued “only until such 
time as the county library statistical form goes 

into use;” and today this amount is inade ‘quate. 

The motion was made, seconded, and passed 
that the definition of a county library be re- 
vised as follows with wlininias to the budget: 
that there be a $5000 budget as a floor, or 
10¢ per capita whichever is larger; that this 
minimum be used for listing purposes only, and 
that when listing libraries, they should be 
grouped according to budgets. It was also 
recommended that standards for libr: iry service 
be appended to the listing. 

The meeting was then adjourned. 


Program Meeting 


On Thursday afternoon, June 17, : 
meeting was held in the Convention Hall with 
Dorothy Strouse presiding. 

Mrs. Augusta Beatty Richardson, a member 
of the advisory committee of the Southeastern 
States Survey, told of the initial findings of the 
county and regional developments in the 
Southeastern part of the country. 

A panel discussion on the subject, 
Go in the Extension Game,” was led by Lucile 
Nix, Rural Public Library Service, Atlanta, Ga. 
The other members of the panel were: Mrs. 
Susan Fox, Wicomico County Free Library, 
Salisbury, Md.; Juanima Wells, Bexar County 
Free Library, San Antonio, Tex.; Martha Ma- 
nier Parks, School Libraries Division, State De- 
partment of Education, Nashville, Tenn.; 
Thelma Reid, State Library, Sacramento, Calif.; 
a P fge State Library Commission, 
Raleigh, and Ella Beth Martin who has 
just Scandi a research study on state aid to 
libraries. The four year goals of the A.L.A. 
were examined realistically to determine how 
to obtain them. Some suggestions were: dis- 
cussions should be held about the national plan 
with trustees and staff; the trustees and staff 
should know what the library is about and 
should spread the message; more citizens and 
trustees need to be sensitized to the community 
needs; activities must be on the local level to 
gain support; the borrower must feel that defi- 
nite service is given freely to him else the 
larger units of service are no good. Miss Mar- 
tin reported that the states with state aid 
showed a 35 per cent growth in county and re- 
gional service and those without state aid 
showed only a 7 per cent increase within the 
last 10-year period. Informed citizens and 
strong state leadership can go far in extending 
library service in counties and regions now 
without it. 


t progré am 


Goals to 


DorotHy VAN Gorper, Secretary 
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State Agency Section 


The business meeting of the State Agency 
Section of the Library Extension Division was 
called to order . the president, Mrs. Eleanor 
Hitt Morgan, California State Library, Sacra- 
mento. ; 

The treasurer’s report was read by the sec- 
retary. It was approved that the total funds 
of the section amounting to $450.75 be turned 
over to the treasurer, Mrs. Lois R. Green, State 
Public Library Service Division, Montgomery, 
Ala., to be used for the county and regional 
library — and for traveling expenses of 
Helen Ridgway. 

Miss ae iy reported briefly on her trip 
to the Southwest which had been partially paid 
for with funds made available by the section. 

It was approved that the mailed ballots be 
accepted as the Nominating Committee’s re- 
port. 

The Election Committee’s ee was ac- 
cepted as follows: president, Janice Kee, 
Missouri State Library, Jefferson City; vice 
president, Mrs. sichel Johnston Niemeyer, State 
Department of Education, Trenton, NLJ.; sec- 
retary, Estellene Paxton Walker, State Library 
Board, Columbia, S.C.; treasurer, Jean E. Ma- 
son, Louisiana State Library, Baton Rouge; ex- 
ecutive board member, Maryan E. Reynolds, 
Washington State Library, Olympia 


H. Marjorie Beal reported for the committee 
on the question of merging the State Agency 
Section with the County and Regional Libraries 
Section. The committee felt that there were 
problems on the state level that created ; 
community of interest for the group. In addi- 
tion, as the larger units of service develop, the 
county and regional section will grow so large 
that consideration of special state level prob- 
lems would become increasingly more difficult. 

After a brief discussion of the report, it was 
passed that a committee be appointed to study 
again the matter of a merger and to poll the 
state agencies as to their opinions. 

A report was made regarding the request of 
the trustees that special effort be made to get 
all information to all trustees, not just those who 
are members of A.L.A. or state associations. 
The desirability and difficulties in the way of 
full mailing to trustees in each state was dis- 
It was agreed to report back to the 
states that the request had been made and let 
each state decide what could be done. 

A discussion of the regional A.L.A. meetings 
brought out the fact that the section desired 
that discussion meetings should be arranged at 
conferences to enable the state 


cussed. 


these agencies 
to discuss demonstration plans. 


Maryan E. Reynoups, Acting Secretary 


Public Libraries Division 


a Public Libraries Division sponsored two 
program meetings and conducted one gen- 
eral business meeting during the Atlantic City 
conference. The Adult Education Section co- 
sponsored a preconference film workshop and 
adult education institute with the A.L.A. Adult 
Education Board and the Audio-Visual Com- 
mittee, and held a business meeting of the sec- 
tion. The Branch Libraries, Business and 
Technology, Order and Book Selection, and 
Service Librarians Sections conducted program 
and business meetings. The board of directors 


met in two sessions. 


Program Meetings 
Che first program sponsored by the division 
was presented on June 14, at 10:00 a.m. The 
subject was “Books In The Modern World.” 
Ralph A. Beals, Public Library, New York, 
served as moderator and as the follow- 
ing program and speakers: “The Role of Au- 


thors,” Lyman Bryson, counselor on Public Af- 
fairs, C.B.S.; “Trade Publishing,” William 
Miller, author and staff associate, Public Library 
Inquiry; “Criticism and Reviewing,” Amy 


Loveman, associate editor, Saturday Review of 


Literature; and “Influence of the Public Li- 
brary,” Edward A. Wight, Free Public Library, 
Newark, N.]. 

The second division program was held on 
June 17, at 3:00 p.m., with president Forrest 
B. Spaulding presiding. This program included 
“A Report of Progress,” by Robert D. Leigh, 
director of the Public Library Inquiry, and a 
panel on “Library Surveys—Their Techniques 
and Their Implications.” Spe: ikers on the panel 
and their subjects were as follows: “The Li- 


brary Survey,” E. W. McDiarmid, University 
of Minnesota Library, Minneapolis; “A Small 
Public Library Survey,” Marian C. Manley, 


Summit, N.J.; “The New York State Survey,” 
Charles F. Gosnell, New York State Library, 
Albany; and “The T.V.A. Regional Survey,” H. 
Marjorie = State Library Commission, 
Raleigh, N 

The ps one rs s frot m the programs sponsore -d by 
the division will be published in Public Li- 
braries and other library publications. 


Business Meeting 


The annual business meeting was held on 
with President Spaulding 


June 17, at 2:30 p.m., 
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The minutes of the business meet- 


presiding. 
ing held at San Francisco were accepte od as 
publishe d in the Proceedings for 1947. 


Treasurer's Report 


Nordica Fenneman, treasurer, reported a bal- 
ance on hand as of June 12, of $2945.54. 


Report of Elections Committee 

The report of the Elections Committee was 
read by the chairman, Elsie McKay, Public 
Library, Oak Park, Il]. The newly elected of- 
ficers are: president, Louis M. Nourse, Public 
Library, St. Louis, Mo.; vice president and 
president-elect, John S. Richards, Public Li- 
brary, Seattle, Wash.; executive secretary, El- 
eanor Plain, Public Library, Aurora, Ill. The 
newly elected Councilors are: Doris L. Hoit, 
Public Library, Pasadena, Calif.; Georgie G. 
McAfee, Public Library, Lima, Ohio; and Alice 
L. Jewett, Public Library, Mount Vernon, N.Y. 


Constitution 


Miss McKay further reported that the consti- 
tution and by- laws as amended had _ been 


adopted by a mail vote of 633 to 5. 


Special Exhibit 

The division arranged for a special exhibit 
at the conference which displayed plans, pho- 
tographs, and perspectives of recent or pro- 
posed new library structures, in addition to a 
shadow box and transparency showing interior 
decorations from the Public Library, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and a model of the new Boys 
and Girls Library at Fitchburg, Mass. Louis 
J. Bailey, Queens Borough Public Library, Ja- 
maica, N.Y., was chairman of the Special Ex- 
hibits Committee. 


Officers 
The officers who will serve the division for 
the coming year are: president, Louis M. 
Nourse, Public Library, St. Louis, Mo.; vice 


president, John S. Richards, Public Library, 
Seattle, Wash.; executive secretary, Eleanor 
Plain, Public Library, Aurora, Ill.; treasurer, 


Nordica Fenneman, Public Library, Chicago, 


Ill. 


Rutu W. Grecory, Executive Secretary 


Adult Education Section 


Most of the activity of the Adult Education 
Section from June 1947-June 1948 concerned 
plans for the preconference film workshop and 
adult education institute at Atlantic City, June 
11-13. The membership was polled to find out 
what topics should be covered and for sugges- 
tions as to what librarians could best present 
them. 

In accordance with suggestions made at San 
Francisco, the section members were asked to 
send the officers written accounts of especially 
successful adult education projects. Very few 
written accounts were received, but those few 
have been forwarded to Marie D. Loizeaux, 
editor, Wilson Library Bulletin. 


Business Meeting 

The business meeting of the Adult Education 
Section, Public Libraries Division, was held on 
Saturday, June 12, at the close of the morning 
session of the preconference film workshop and 
adult education institute. Mrs. Florence S. 
Craig, chairman of the section, asked for sug- 
gestions from the group about their wishes for 
section activities in the coming year. The con- 
sensus was that the new type of work-con- 
ference as described in the Adult Education 
Bulletin of the National Education Association 
for February 1948, be used in another series of 
meetings. It was also agreed that since read- 
able books were so greatly needed, the section 
should kee ~p this in mind and do anything pos- 
sible to further publication of simpler ma- 


terials. 

Aubrey F. Andrews, chairman, Nominating 
Committee, was unable to be present, so his 
report was read by Fern Long, secretary of the 
section, and member of the Nominating Com- 
mittee. The Nominating Committee, Mr. An- 
drews, chairman and Fern Long, Public Li- 
brary, Cleveland, with Mrs. Mildred V. D. 
Mathews, New York Public Library, suggested 
the following officers: chairman, Mrs. Grace T. 
Stevenson, Public Library, Seattle; secretary, 
Mrs. Muriel N. Nelson, Public Library, Bel- 
lingham, Wash. 

These officers were elected unanimously. 

Mrs. FLorENCE S. Craic, Chairman 


Preconference Institute 


In her warm opening address to the precon- 
ference film workshop and adult education in- 
stitute, June 11, 10:00 a.m., Mrs. Florence S. 
Craig, Cuyahoga County Public Library, 
Cleveland, exemplified the principles which she 
stressed as she spoke. Returning again and 
again to her main thesis, that is, that those 
of us doing jobs in adult education must never 
forget that the people whom we want to reach 
are “just folks,” she reminded us to gear our 
terminology to the vocabularies of these people, 
to have their needs and their backgrounds in 
mind when we plan our programs or help them 
plan theirs, to remember in guiding their read- 
ing, to begin where they are and help them 
progress along the book route from that point. 
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She also laid emphasis on another equally fun- 
damental principle by which we should be 
guided. That is, that the main goal of all adult 
education is to create an informed citizenry, 
capable of independent thinking, safeguarded 
by that from falling victims to demagoguery or 
false propaganda. While we make our efforts 
to bring people and educational materials to- 
gether, we should keep constantly before us 
the consciousness of why we are doing so. 

“How to Conduct a Workshop for Librarians 
on Human Relations and Psychology” was pre- 
sented by Mrs. Mildred V. D. Mathews, New 
York Public Library. A summary of her speech 
follows: 

A logical adjunct of our efforts to extend 
adult education in our communities is cer- 
tainly to conduct a parallel program which 
would involve the staffs of our libraries. It 
was this reasoning which was at the base of 
the project conducted by the New York Public 
Library as an experime nt in in-service training. 
In the planning of their workshop on human 
relations and psychology, the library staff mem- 
bers recognized the need which is growing in 
our inc reasingly complex society, for people to 
understand one another and to realize that such 
understanding is the chief avenue to the crea- 
tion of a better society. Seventy-five staff 
members were involved in this experiment, di- 
vided into groups which carried through an in- 
tensive study of materials bearing on the sub- 
jects which the groups were examining. These 
included self-understanding, marriage ‘and per- 
sonal relations, parent-child relations, relations 
with older people, and_ relations within 
groups, on-the-job, and with the public. There 
was also one section which studied the impli- 
cations for human understanding of the psy- 
chological novel. Each person participating 
was assigned to one group and a chairman ap- 
pointed. Specialists in the various fields were 
brought in to give their assistance, and at set 
intervals general meetings took p'ace where 
findings were presented. The results of this 
experiment in in-service training, were not only 
the education of the staff, but also some fine 


lists of materials on the subjects examined, 
which will in time be made available for wider 
use, 

“Library Service to Labor,” was the theme 


of the meeting June 11, 2:30 p.a. Participants 
on the panel were: James E. Brvan, Pub'ic 
Library, Newark, presiding; Dorothy Ben- 
dix, Public Library, Newark; Mildred T. 
Stibitz, Public Library, Dayton, Ohio; Otto 
Pragan, Public Library, Akron, Ohio; Abraham 
Kalish, Public Library, Boston; Olive Chace, 


former librarian and union secretary. 
The case for the need for public libraries to 





ATLANTIC CITY CONFERENCE 


work with labor groups was well presented by 
Mildred T. Stibitz, who pointed out that such a 
service to workers groups is logically in line 
with the special services of libraries to industry 
and business. Considering the numbers of 
peop! e belonging to labor unions, such a sery- 
ice would mean a way of reaching a large por- 
tion of potential library users whom the public 
library has not yet reached. Relations of mu- 
tual helpfulness between libraries and _ labor 
groups may be developed to the advantage of 
both. A fundamental point was stressed: that 
there is a need for librarians who are more 
sympathetic to labor and who know more about 
the labor movement in general than most li- 
rarians do. 

Otto Pragan described in detail the work done 
by the Akron Public Library in its business and 
labor service. Here data is gathered and made 
available for both business and labor; Mr. Pra- 
gan made the point that both groups need the 
same data, although they may use it for dif- 
ferent purposes. Because of this fact it is prac- 
tical to have one place where both groups may 
be served. Mr. Pragan also emphasized the 
fact that librarians must come to understand the 
economic needs of labor, to know labor’s lan- 
guage, and to gain an intimate knowledge of all 
the problems of labor. 

While Mr. Pragan 
service of the library, Mr. Kalish and Miss 
Bendix described activities carried on extra- 
murally by the library with labor groups. Mr. 

Kalish has developed in Boston an intensive 
service to labor going out from the library to 
the places where the workers are. Deposits of 
books are placed both in union headquarters 
and in plants. In both places the union is re- 
sponsible for the running of the library. The 
results of this tvpe of service have proved fa- 
vorable to the library. 

Miss Bendix described the program which 
she developed of cooperating with agencies in 
Newark already doing workers education. 
Through visiting and ‘speaking to these or- 
ganized classes, she has been fostering a grow- 
ing awareness of the library, and an increased 
interest in visiting it. When she visits such 
classes, she takes “with her applications for li- 
brary cards, as well as collections of books and 
pamphlets. 

Miss Bendix stressed the need to check ma- 
terials for workers for readability, and also sug- 
gested that regional service to labor would be 
an answer to efficient library service to workers’ 
groups. 

Sigrid A. Edge, School of Library Science, 
Simmons Col'ege, Boston, Mass., presided at 
~ meeting held June 11, 8:00 p.m. 

A description of library clubs for old folks, 


stressed the intramural 
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and Like 


Lucioli, 


was given by Fern 
both of the Cleve- 


“Live Long 
Long and Clara E. 
land Public Library. 

The fact that the population of the U.S. is 
aging one presents a challenge 
to all those interested in the future welfare of 
our country. Libraries must consider and meet 
this challenge just as other agencies in the 
country are doing. 

The Clevel: ind Public L Library was urged by 
the Welfare Federation’s Committee on the 
Aged, t o undertake an experimental program 
in informal adult education for Cleveland’s 
older citizens. Very interested in this request, 
the Adult Education Department, in coopera- 
tion with the library’s Judd Fund Division and 
the Committee on the Aged of the Welfare 
Federation, started on Nov. 12, 1946, a pro- 
gram designed for the men and women of 
Cleveland over 65 years of age. Programs were 
carefully varied, and as time went on, there 
was more and more participation in them by 
the group itself. The whole project is con- 
sciously aimed at increasing the participation of 
its members both in this activity and in the 
general life of the community. This is an area 
of library activity which may grow in im- 
portance just as special work with children and 
young people did a generation ago. 

At this same meeting a report on “Library 
Programs in the Field of International Rela- 
tions,” was offered by Marian McFadden, Pub- 
lic Library, Indian: polis. 

Aroused by a radio broadcast which an- 
nounced that 33 per cent of the people in the 
U.S. do not know what the initials U.N. stand 
for, Miss McFadden and the Indianapolis Pub- 
lie Library went into action to do what they 
could to reduce that percentage. In coopera- 
tion with local newspapers and radio stations, 
a program of forums was started, with four 
branch libraries, and the main library used 
headquarters. An arresting bookmark was is- 
sued, pointing to the need for citizen informa- 
tion on U.N., and publicity about the library 
program issued through every possible channel. 
As a result of this campaign, 3000 people came 
to the library for forums, and ion 
showings, people who had not been regular 
library users before, and more important, that 
number of people became informed on the U.N 
as they had never been before. 

Miss McFadden stressed the lack of good, 
simple materials on the U.N., and also, that a 
good program like theirs may be produced at no 
cost. 

The program meeting, June 12, 10:00 a.m., 
started with a discussion on “Tooling Up for 
Leadership,” by Mrs. Marion E. Hawes, Enoch 
Pratt Free Baltimore. 
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A community need that is being increasingly 
felt is that for leaders in the fields of discussion 
and program planning. Baltimore made a step 
toward meeting that need through an institute 
on leadership training. Resulting from an in- 
formal meeting between a librarian and a 
group worker, this institute became a joint en- 
terprise carried on by the library, the Adult 
Education Council, and the Council of Social 
Agencies. The planning committee set up by 
these groups aimed to get the common ele- 
ments of leadership from all the groups in the 
community. To get a direct sampling of what 
the clubs and organizations really wanted, some 
50 presidents of groups were personally inter- 
viewed. In addition to this, an “expression- 
naire” was sent out to 200 clubs, with a 
checklist of topics on it, in order, again, that 
the institute might be geared to the actual 
needs of the community. The entire program 
was worked out so that people were seen in 
relation to their particular interests. 

Local people were used throughout as discus- 
sion leaders and demonstrators of techniques. 
In addition to these, there was also one well- 
known key-speaker. The demonstration of 
techniques was the main feature of the insti- 
tute, and at each meeting there was an evalu- 
ation of the techniques used. Throughout, the 
evaluation was based on the three fundamental 
questions: What is the purpose of the leader? 
What is she trying to get across? How is she 
doing it? 

Carefully planned exhibits of materials dem- 
onstrating techniques of communications as well 
as the kinds of work done by various organiza- 
tions in Baltimore were set up in connection 
with the institute. 

“Program Planners Institutes for Small Li- 
braries,” by Ruth Rutzen, Public Library, De- 
troit, concluded the meeting. 

Pointing out that a small library can present 
essentially the same tvpe of program planners 
institute as a large library, Miss Rutzen dis- 
cussed this type of institute in a general way, 
applying to her conclusions the results of her 
experience with the Detroit Annual Institutes 
for Program Planners. She addressed herself 
to answering the essential questions: What is 
a program planner’s institute? What is its real 
purpose? How is it organized? 

Detroit organized its first institute of this 
kind in 1939. It was aimed at helning club 
officers, and especially program chairmen, to 
plan better programs. 

It was a cooperative project sponsored by a 
number of Detroit organizations. Those who 
first conceived the idea of it had been im- 
pressed by their observations of poor treatment 
accorded speakers by club groups, by the poor 
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quality of programs and by lack of continuity 
in the programs. The institute hit directly at 
remedying some of these weaknesses, and 
stressed the organization of better programs, the 
techniques used presenting them, the better 
utilization of community resources. The major 
objectives were to cultivate real participation 
in programs on the part of members, and to give 
them a sense of the responsibility they had in 
pli inning constructive programs for their organ- 
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izations. 

Experience has proved that April or May js 
the best time of year to have an institute, te 
cause it coincides with the election of officers, 
and also that it should become an annual and 
permanent affair in order to have its greatest 
value. 

For a_ further 
page P-68. 


report of the institute see 


FERN LONG, Secretary 


Branch Libraries Section 


The fifth annual meeting of the Branch Li- 
braries Section, Public Libraries Division, was 
held on Tuesday, June 15, in Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City, at 2:30 p.m., with Harriet E. 
Kemp, Morrisania Branch, New York Public Li- 
brary, presiding. Some fifty librarians were 
present, and all sections of the country were 
represente od. 

The secretary read the minutes of the fourth 
annual meeting. It was voted that they be ac- 


cepted. 
The nominees for chairman and secretary, 
Mrs. Florence Richards, Lawn Branch, Public 


Library, Chicago, and Zada Taylor, John C. 
Fremont Branch, Public Library, Los Angeles, 
were introduced to the group by Miss Kemp. 

The meeting centered around the subject of 
regional development in branch library - 
tems. Papers were presented by Mrs. Lee B 
Gorsuch, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, 
Md., and Jessie E. Reed, Hild Regional 
Branch, Public Library, Chicago. 

Both papers were very interesting and illu- 
minating. Mrs. Gorsuch’s paper described the 
plans which Baltimore has formulated for the 


establishment of large branches which are re- 
gional in service, but which do not have any 
supervisory or administrative jurisdiction over 
smaller branches. Particularly interesting was 
Mrs. Gorsuch’s description of the study which 
Enoch Pratt made to determine a “potential 
library use” pattern for each of the various 
community sections involved, so as to provide 
the book service best adapted to each section’s 
individual needs and tastes. 

Miss Reed’s paper described the organization 
and functions of the regional libraries in Chi- 
cago, explaining in detail the manner in which 
they function regionally both as to administra- 
tion and service. Miss Reed’s paper was fur- 
ther illuminated with remarks from the floor by 
two of her co-workers, Helen S. Babcock, and 
Dorothy Weber. 

A lively question and answer period followed 
the papers with questions from such diverse 
libraries as St. Paul, Detroit, Los Angeles, New 
York, New Orleans, Boston, and Dayton, Ohio. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

Mary C. 


Hatcu, Secretary 


Business and Technology Section 


Regional Groups 


The Business and Technology Section for the 
year 1947-48 had experimented on forming re- 
gional groups, in accordance to a vote taken 
at the business meeting of the section at San 
Francisco. A Regional Committee meeting was 
held Tuesday afternoon, June 15, to discuss the 
forming of regional or local groups of librarians 
interested solving some of the problems of 
serving business and industry by a pooling of 


experience and a closer unity of service. 
Twenty-five to thirty librarians attended the 
meeting, representing twelve states—New 


York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Florida, Ohio, Tennessee, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, South Dakota, and California. 


Georgia, 
Michigan, 
Let- 


ters were read from librarians from other states 
Montana, West 


expressing 


Washington, 
Tennessee, etc., 


such as Minnesota, 


Virginia, Indiana, 


interest and willingness to serve. Reports of 
meetings held during the year in three locali- 
ties were given by the Pacific Northwest Li- 
brary Association Group, the Northern TIIlinois 
and Vicinity Group, and the New York Metro- 
politan Area Group (includes Northern New 
Jersey and Western Connecticut). Each group 
has a different and interesting approach, The 
P.N.W. Group held an informal meeting with- 
out definite organization. The New York 
Group has organized with a chairman, Edward 
I. Fenner, Business Library, Columbia Univer- 
sity. It held three meetings during the past 
year and plans to hold four dinner meetings 4 
year, each meeting being devoted to a specific 
problem. Small, and large libraries 
are represented and have found that all sizes of 
libraries have something to contribute to each 
other. The Norther Illinois Group has had 


medium, 
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an organization for several years. Muriel E. 
Perry, chairman, gave an inspiring report of 
the development of that organization which 
includes representatives from business men and 
industrial groups, and a plan to designate larger 
libraries as central sources for business and 
technical information. 

There was a lively discussion on the methods 
which could be used to start regional meetings. 
Every one present spoke of his local situation 
and each person volunteered to contact his 
state or regional organization with a view to 
organizing business and technology regional 
groups. The incoming section chairman will 
appoint a regional group chairman to coor- 
dinate the work. 


Methods Meeting 


A methods meeting was held Thursday, June 
17, 1:30 p.mt. Rose L. Vormelker, Public Li- 
brary, Cleveland, discussed “Aids for the Selec- 
tion of a and Technology Services,” and 
described a new critical review service to be 
issued by Spe cial Libraries Association. She 
distributed a bibliography on services to those 
present. R. R. Hawkins, New York Public Li- 
brary, gave a pz iper on “Aids for the Selection 
of Technical Books.” He indicated sources for 
technical book reviews, what a review should 
contain, how to judge books and their reviews, 
and what to expect in the technical book 
field. Discussion brought out many points 
which clarified some of the difficulties concern- 
ing the available aids to selection. 


Speakers Meeting 

“Science for the Layman in the Age of 
Science” was the theme of the speakers meet- 
ing on Friday afternoon, June 18. Robert E. 
Kingery, New York Public Library, acted 
moderator and spoke about the needs and role 
of the public library in bringing to the people 
the information they must have in linking the 
social implications ‘of our eae life to its 
scientific advances. William E. Larned, pub- 
lishing director, Whittlesey House, spoke on 
“The Plight of Science Books in the Age of 
Science.” Probing into the reasons for a slack- 
ing of interest by the layman in science books, 
and the publishing difficulties involved, Mr. 
Larned had written to scientists, editors, and 
writers all over the country and read opinions 
from Dr. Albert Einstein, Dr. Daniel Posen, 
Dr. Philip Morrison, Dr. Harold C. Urey, and 
others. The consensus was that people are 
uneasy, are concerned with foreign affairs, and 
that the educational institutions have a re- 
sponsibility in educating the people to under- 
stand that science is something not just for the 
specialist but a vested interest of everyone; 


also, that the scientists themselves must be 
persuaded to write books for the layman, and 
that more solid stuff should be published, leav- 
ing straight news reporting to the periodicals 
and newspapers. Concluding he said, “The 
magnificent response I had from our leading 
scientists when I wrote them for help and ad- 
vice in tackling this problem is but one indi- 
cation of their awareness of the need for good 
popular science books. I know that the li- 
brarians of this country are doing all they can 
to promote popular science literature, despite 
the lack of good books for the layman in many 
fields. Popular science books are worth push- 
ing. We know today that this is a field we 
can no longer afford to neglect. Every Ameri- 
can should have an opportunity to increase his 
understanding of science; it is up to us to give 
it to him.” 

Gerard Piel, president, Scientific American, 
spoke on “Science Journalism in the Age of 
Science.” He outlined the history of the 
Scientific American since its beginning in 1845, 
and described its present new policy as that 
aimed at the informed and educated layman 
who is called upon for leadership in today’s 
world. He stated: “The progress of science 
journalism in the general press, however, will 
continue to be stimulated by the increasing so- 
phistication of the general public. With the 
steep ascent in colleg ge enrolment and in the 
members of technically and scientifically trained 
personnel at large in society, it is estimated 
that in 1960, one-eighth of the population will 
be able and eager to read science written at the 
college level. The enormous wealth of scien- 
tific knowledge, which is today the province of 
a very few brains, may yet be assimilated in 
the consciousness of soc iety. This is certainly 
an essential condition for the perpetuation of 
democracy and achievement of the benefits 
which science promises to human welfare.” 


Business Meeting 


A brief business meeting was held at the end 
of the methods meeting on Thursday. Report 
of the Public Libraries Division Executive 
Board meeting was given by Jean K. Taylor, 
Queens Borough Public Library, Jamaica, N.Y. 
M: ud Payne, Public Library, Detroit, secretary, 
read the report of the San Francisco meeting 
and the treasurer's report. The report of the 
Nominating Committee was read by Bradley W. 
Leonard, chairman, and the secretary was asked 
to cast a unanimous ballot for the following 
officers: chairman, Mildred Stewart, Public Li- 
brary, Cleveland; vice chairman, Jesse Edward 
Cross, Public Library, Brooklyn; secretary, 
Gladys E. Sandifur, Public Library, Los An- 
geles; treasurer, Edward H. Fenner, Business 
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Library, Columbia University, New York. Mil- 
ton A. Drescher, Public Library, Milwaukee, 


remained for his third-year term as representa- 
tive on the P.L.D. Board of Directors. A mo- 
tion was passed that the officers be asked to 
serve two vears. Mr. Drescher was asked to 
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continue as chairman of the Constitution Com. 
mittee. It was recommended that a member. 
ship committee and a project committee be ap- 
pointed for the coming year. 


Jean K. Taytor, Chairman 


Order and Book Selection Section 


The meeting of the Order and Book Selection 
Section was held in the Convention Hall at 2:30 
on Thursday, June 17, with the chairman of 
the section, Mrs. Edith A. Busby, presiding. 
Storer Lunt, president, W. W. Norton & Co., 
Milton Glick, director of production, Viking 
and Katharine Kosmak, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore, Md., were the speakers. 

Mr. Lunt spoke on “The Place of the Library 
Market in the Publishers’ Thinking.” He de- 
plored the librarian’s lack of awareness of the 
and the publisher’s tend- 
ency to overlook the library market except for 
children’s books. He felt there was a driving 
need for a closer relationship beyond the sales 
department and that the New York University 
“Points of View in Book Pub- 
toward a c ‘earing 
house for ideas and trends. He compared the 
1945 production cost of volume one of The 
Rilke Letters with that of volume two in 1948 
to illustrate the rise in prices. Librarians he 
said, need to understand present conditions in 
the book industry in order to explain them to 
trustees, city councilors, mayors, and Friends 
of Libraries. Books are more expensive, there- 
fore, appropriations must be increased to meet 


Press, 


publishing industry 


panel discussions, 


lishing,” pointed the way 


] 


increasing needs. 

Mr. Glick described the steps by which a 
manuscript becomes a book, pointed up produc- 
tion problems and increasing costs. He spoke 
of new technological processes being developed 
by the book industry and the part the library 


Service Libr 


Public Li- 
annual meeting on 
June 16 in Room 10, Convention Hall, At- 
lantic City. Harry Cook, Library Section, 
Headquarters U.S.A.F., Washington, D.C., pre- 
sided as section chairman, and Louise Cantrell, 
Tactical Air Command, Langley Air Force Base, 
Va., served as secretary. 

Col. Robert L. Scott, U.S.A.F., contemporary 
author and well-known fighter pilot of World 
War II, was the principal speaker. Colonel 
Scott related some of his experiences in the 
China Theatre as a “throttle jockey,” and told 
of the difficulties faced by the Air Force in 
this particularly rugged theatre of operations 
Colonel Scott recounted the occasion on which 


Librarians Section, 
held its 


The Service 
braries Division, 


can play in testing the durability of books 
manufactured by these new techniques. 

Miss Kosmak outlined library activities which 
stimulate interest in the reading of books, 
“Pub'ic libraries reach the nonbook purchaser, 
introduce him to the p'easure and profit which 
can be derived from the printed word. Read- 
ing is an acquired taste and people must be- 
come accustomed to books before they have a 
desire to own them. There is a great need 
for readable books which help peop!e under- 
stand and make successful adjustment to the 
world of today. Readable books are needed on 
such topics as atomic energy, socialized medi- 
cine—and the library is an index to reader in- 
terest and reading levels.” 

Mrs. Vera Carpenter, Public Library, White 
Plains, N.Y., chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, reported on the election of officers for 
one-year term 1948-49, as follows: chairman, 
Margaret S. Akeroyd, Public Library, E] Paso, 
Tex.; vice chairman, John A. Humphry, Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, B Baltimore, Md.; secretary- 
treasurer, Roberta A. Johnstone, Public Library, 
Cincinnati. 

Paul F. Gratke, Public Library, Milwaukee, 
suggested that officers be elected for a two- 
year term. The chairman suggested that the 
Order and Book Selection Section go on record 
as making this recommendation in the Proceed- 
ings, since this arrangement is being considered 
by the Division of Public Libraries. 


Mrs. Epirn A. Bussy, Chairman 


arians Section 


he was seriously wounded and from which the 
title of his book, God Is my Co-Pilot, was 
derived. He recalled that the attending doctor 
was amazed he had been able to return from 
his mission and commented while operating, 
that God must have been his co-pilot to have 
brought him back alive. Colonel Scott con- 
cluded his talk bv affirming his belief in the 
valne of books and library service to American 
soldiers. He told how he had observed the 
value of books and reading in bringing home to 
the American soldier, when lonely and in de- 
spair, the realization that this is the greatest 
country in the world. This realization, Colonel 
Scott affirmed, makes American soldiers the 


best in the world because they have enough to 
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lose to make them willing to die to preserve 
their heritage. Colonel Scott stated that library 
service to military personnel is an essenti:z il fac- 
tor in preserving the democracy we enjoy. 

The second part of the meeting was devoted 
to a discussion of questions and proble ms con- 
cerning library operations. Queries 
concerning the “how” of library book selection 
in the Armed Forces were raised by members 
of the section. Mildred S. Young, Office of the 
Chief of Special Services, Department of the 
Army, Washington, D.C., outlined the Army 
book selection and distribution program. The 
centralized selection and procurement proced- 
ures of the Navy were explained by Dorothy F. 
Deininger, Library Section, Speci ial Services 
Division, Bure au of Naval Personnel, Depart- 
ment of the Navy, Washington, D.C. Mr. Cook 
discussed the method followed by the Air 
Forces in selecting and providing technical pub- 
lications to Air Force libraries. 

Frances M. O'Halloran, Special Services 
School, Fort Monmouth, N.J., told of the li- 
brary training program given student special 
services officers in the school course. Librarians 
from various field installations affirmed the 
value of such training in creating better under- 
standing on the part of library officers of their 
duties, responsibilities, and relationships to the 
librarian. 

The extent of the Armed Forces library pro- 
gram was indicated by the presence of Jane 
Fairweather, Far East Command, and _ Jessie 
B. Richmond, Headquarters Eighth Army, Ja- 
pan, who commented on library operations in 
world. Paul E. Postell, Li- 
brary Branch, Office, Chief of Special Services, 
Department of the Army, explained the latest 
developments in the Army library program in 
the United States and overseas. 

It was emphasized that the continued recog- 
nition of the Air Force, Army, and Navy library 
service, as a vital and important activity in 
the peacetime military establishment was evi- 


service 


those areas of the 
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denced by the financial support given to the 
program in current congressional appropria- 
tions, 

Col. Roger Whitman, Special Services, Head- 
quarters First Army, Governors Island, N.Y., 
spoke to the group characterizing military li- 
braries as the public library of the military 
community. He spoke of the need for coop- 
eration from the highest headquarters of the 
respective services down through the chain of 
command to the installation level where the 
library service is performed. He stressed the 
need for vigorous promotion of libraries as an 
essential installation activity. Colonel Whitman 
said that it was important to make a strong 
fight for the library program, and also im- 
portant to maintain a sense of humor and 
diplomatic and tactful relationship with su- 
periors. 

The business meeting concluded the pro- 
gram of the section. A motion was made and 
carried to change the name of the section to 
the Armed Forces Librarians Section, due to a 
misunderstanding on the part of many librar- 
ians as to the persons who should be identified 
with the section. 

Mary F. Marinan, Headquarters Strategic Air 
Command, Andrews Air Force Base, Washing- 
ton, D.C., chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, proposed the following candidates for 
the offices indicated: chairman, Janet K. Zim- 
merman, Headqui irters First Army, Governors 
Island, N.Y.; secretary, B. Louise Nabors, Head- 
quarters Air Material Command, Wright-Pat- 
terson Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio; board 
of directors, Public Libraries Division (three- 
year term), Dorothy F. Deininger, Library Sec- 
tion, Special Services Division, Bureau of Naval 
Personnel, Department of the Navy, W ashing- 
ton, D.C. 

A unanimous ballot was cast electing the 
above officers. 


Harry F. Cook, Chairman 


Trustees Division 


A’ the Atlantic C ity Conference attended by 
+4 approximately 65 trustees, the Trustees Di- 
vision held its annual business meeting and a 
program meeting, as well as a trustees’ work- 
shop and tea, both sponsored by the Library 
Trustees Association, New Jersey. 


Trustees’ Tea 


An informal reception and tea for trustees 
was held Sunday afternoon, June 13, on the sun 
porch at Haddon Hall. Emma V. Baldwin 
was in charge of the arrangements for the tea 


Trustees’ Workshop 


Under the guidance of Evelyn L. Parks, 
State Library, Lansing, Mich., a_ trustees’ 
workshop was held Monday afternoon, June 14, 
and Tuesday evening, June 15, for the purpose 
of discussing the current interests and problems 
of library trustees. 

Among the general subjects considered were: 
The contributions and responsibilities of the lay 
person in public library development; the role 
of the trustee in adequately financing libraries; 
the organization of trustee groups at the local, 
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state, and national levels; the effect of state laws 
on the structure and strength of the trustee or- 
ganization, the role of the state library in keep- 
ing library boards informed of library events, 
and problems, and ways in which the relation- 
ship could be improve -d; and fing illy, as a conse- 
quence of the foregoing, the importance of 
getting information from all sources to the in- 
dividual trustee. 

More specifically, questions on internal man- 
agement such as the following were raised: 
What are your individual libre ary problems and 
how are you solving them? How are trustees 
selected in your library and how long do they 
continue on the board? In answering this 
question, there was some discussion as to the 
merits of having: (1) fixed terms with the op- 
tion of reappointment, (2) rotating boards, etc., 
(3) the advisability or inadvisability of hav- 
ing former librarians on the board. Also, what 
methods, either formal or informal, do you use 
to orient new trustees as to their duties and 
responsibilities? 

Other problems such as the trustee-librarian 
relationship were also considered and the fol- 
lowing questions raised: (1) Do you have a 
definite salary schedule and do you require 
specific qualifications for staff members? (2) 
To what degree do you review personnel prob- 
lems? (3) As a trustee, have you the authority, 
and should you have the authority, to censor 
the publications that appear on the shelves? It 
was also agreed that in most cases a library 
survey would prove invaluable in determining 
the needs of the library. 

In discussing interlibr: ry and general library 
problems, the following questions were raise d: 


How can libraries be persuaded to solve their 
problems cooperatively? How can the value of 
joint enterprises and larger area service be 


developed? In this connection, Thomas H. 
McKaig gave an inspiring account of the forma- 


= &* 
tion of the Erie County Library in New York 
State. Above all, great stress was placed on 


the need for circularizing the individual trustee, 
informing him of activities and problems on all 
levels—local, state, and national—as fully as 
possible, and for giving trustees the opportu- 
nity to get together to discuss their problems 
freely. Despite varying state laws and the dif- 
ferent methods of taxation for library — 
better progress could result if the channels of 
information were improved. 


Business Meeting 


The annual business meeting of the division 
was held at 10 a.m. Wednesday, June 16, with 
the chairman, Paul R. Benson, Public Library, 
New Castle, Ind., presiding. 


Mr. Benson opened the meeting by calling 


on Hazel B. Warren, Extension Division, In- 
diana State Library, to report the progress that 
Indiana had made in arousing the interest of 
individual trustees and in getting information 
to trustees about library matters. Miss Warren 
said that the state library attempted to maintain 
an up-to-date mailing list of trustees, and that 
efforts to encourage trustees to attend state 
meetings had re sulted in their comprising as 
much as one-fourth the entire attendance in 
some cases. 

The business transacted at the midwinter 
meeting of the division in Chicago was sum- 
marized by Helen A. Ridgway, and the minutes 
were approved as reported. 

Edward J. A. Fahey, Free Public Library, 
Irvington, N.J., retiring treasurer of the division, 
made an interim re port of the period July 1, 
1947-June 15, 1948. The report was accepted 
as read. A discussion of the proportion of 
A.L.A. dues allotted to the division followed 
with the reminder that trustees should check 
Trustees Division on the membership blank 
when renewing their dues. 

Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, Public Library, 
District of Columbia, Washington, chairman, 
Jury on Citation of Trustees, reported on the 
work of the jury in nominating the two trustees 
for citation, based on the recommendations re- 
ceived, and agreed that it was important to 
have citations made at a General Session where 
the contribution of trustees could be more 
widely recognized. The procedure for con- 
ferring citations at the regional meetings in 
1949 was discussed and the importance of hav- 
ing citations announced at all the regional 
meetings was stressed, but specific recommenda- 
tions were, of course, left in the hands of the 
jury. Following the usual custom, the identity 
of the trustees to be cited in Atlantic City was 
not revealed. 

In the absence of Mrs. Louise LaGrow, 
Public Library, Oak Park, Ill., chairman, 
Nominating Committee, Marian C. Manley, 
Free Public Library, Summit, N.J., announced 
the election of the following new officers: 
first vice chairman (one-year term) Edward J. 
A. Fahey, Free Public Library, Irvington, N.J.; 
second vice chairman (one-year term) Mss. 
M. C. Hansen, Public Library, Racine, Wis.; 
treasurer (two-year term) Thomas J. Porro, 


Public Library, Tacoma, Wash.; member of 
A.L.A. cae (four-year term) James J. 
Weadock, Jr., Public Library, Lima, Ohio; 


members of the board of directors (two-year 
term) Mary J. Creech, San Francisco, Calif., 
formerly, trustee, Public Library, Oakland, 
Calif.; M. M. Harris, Public Library, San 
Antonio, Tex.; Thomas H. McKaig, Public Li- 
brary, Hamburg, N.Y.; Frank N. Walker, Pub- 
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lic Library, Toronto, Ont., Canada; (one-year 
term to fill Mr. Porro’s unexpired term as direc- 
tor) Mrs. J. E. Price, County Library, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala. 

Mr. Benson expressed his thanks to the com- 
mittee for its work and introduced those new 
officers who were present. He then reported the 
death of Pearl N. Glover, a member of the 
board of directors, and trustee, Cole County 
Library, Eugene, Mo. In accordance with the 
yrovisions of the constitution for filling vacan- 
cies, Mr. Fahey moved that Charles J. Mesnier, 
vice president, St. Louis County Library 
Board, Overland, Mo., be appointed to fill Miss 
Glover's unexpired term. The motion was 
seconded and carried. In recognition of Miss 
Glover's outstanding service to libraries and 
contribution to the Trustees Division, the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Wuereas, This division has learned with 
deep regret of the death of Pearl N. Glover 
of Eugene, Mo., a member of the board since 
1946, and 

Wuereas, Miss Glover had rendered out- 
standing service to the libraries of Missouri, and 
was a valuable member of this division, 

Be it Resolved, That this board desires to 
express its sympathy to the board and person- 
nel of the Cole County Library and of the 
Missouri State Library, both of Jefferson City, 
and to declare this board’s conviction that the 
example and influence of Miss Glover will con- 
tinue for many- years to encourage others to 
renewed efforts in serving the libraries of Mis- 
souri and of the nation. 

Be it Further Resolved, That copies of this 
resolution be forwarded to the mentioned li- 
braries at Jefferson City. 

Reporting the business of the division that 
had taken place since the midwinter meeting, 
Mr. Benson spoke of the request received from 
the New Hampshire Library Association to sug- 
gest speakers for the first meeting in that state 
to be devoted primarily to the role of trustees. 

Mr. Benson next reported the contribution 
Indiana trustees had made to the library cause. 
In particular he spoke of the opportunity he 
had had as one of the writers of the State Re- 
publican Party Platform for 1948 to have in- 
cluded the following plank regarding libraries: 

Tax supported free libraries being an essen- 
tial part of the state education system, good 
library service for all of the people is an 
obligation of government. The 1947 Republi- 
can legislature enacted a new library law to 
codify numerous conflicting statutes. As more 
than 20 per cent of Indiana's population is still 
without local library service and many estab- 
lished libraries are inadequately supported, the 
Republican Party endorses the following pro- 


gram for our public libraries: (1) establishment 
of library service in unserved areas, (2) adequate 
salaries for librarians, and (3) reasonable state 
aid for the improvement of local library service. 
The Republican Party believes that the Ameri- 
can form of government and way of life are 
safest in the hands of an educated and en- 
lightened citizenry and pledges that it will un- 
ceasingly and generously strive to safeguard 
and improve the educational system of In- 
diana in every practical way. 

It was hoped that the State Democratic 
Party would also include a similar provision 
in its platform. Mr. Benson concluded that 
while politics in libraries might be dangerous 
and undesirable, libraries in politics could 
srove advantageous. 

Harold J. Baily, Public Library, Brooklyn, 
N.Y., Trustees Division representative to the 
American Book Center meeting in New York 
City, reported the incorporation of the Ameri- 
can Book Center into the U. S. Book Exchange, 
Inc., with the purpose of promoting the ex- 
change of books, periodicals, etc., between 
American libraries and institutions of other 
nations. The division expressed its approval of 
this step. 

Mr. Baily also reported his attendance at the 
meeting of the Council of National Library 
Associations on April 23, 1948. The — 
of this meeting was to discuss the Proposal for 
the Reconstituting of the American Library 
Association as a Federation of National Library 
Associations, drawn up by Milton E. Lord, 
Public Library, Boston, Mass. Since the Fourth 
Activities Committee of the A.L.A. is also 
urging reorganization, the trustees considered 
it inadvisable at this time to recommend any 
action to the Council, but suggested that the 
trustees’ place in any reorganization of A.L.A. 
be thoroughly discussed at the A.L.A. regional 
meetings in 1949. 

As a representative at the June 15 meeting 
of the International Relations Board at Atlantic 
City, Miss Creech reported that the board was 
concerned with the lack of simplified methods 
and channels for the exchange of books, in- 
formation, and personnel. Not only were war- 
devastated countries in desperate need of books, 
but unnecessary technical obstacles were pre- 
venting foreign librarians from studying in 
this country. 

The following three resolutions, suggested 
by Mr. Fahey, were adopted as follows: 

1. WuHereEas, the Executive Board of the 
American Library Association has approved the 
recommendation of the Committee on Regional 
Meetings to have seven conferences during 
1949, be it, 

Resolved, That the Trustees Division of the 
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American Library Association direct its officers 
to work with the A.L.A. and the Regional 
Planning Committees to be established to man- 
' in order to insure that 
such programs, demonstrations, etc., will bring 
to trustees in each region a comprehensive un- 
derstanding of their function and responsibility 
at local, state, and. national levels. 

2. Resolved, That the Trustees 
the American Library Association commend the 
Council of the A.L.A. for its action in recogniz- 
ing that a library must have at least 50 per cent 
more money than that of 1940 to give com- 
parable service, and for raising the A.L.A. 
standards of financial support of public libraries 
to $1.50 per capita for limited or minimum 
$2.25 for reasonably good service; and 


age these conferences, 


Division of 


service; $2.2: 
$3.00 for superior service. 

3. Wuereas, The Trustees 
American Library Association is 
serious a upon library progress because of 
the lack of librarians who are qualified to fill 
existing positions and to extend library services 
to the fulfillment of its expanding social and 
educational functions, be it 

Resolved, To recommend to its members and 
to all trustees in the United States and Canada 
consideration of the serious responsibility they 
have to increase the general knowledge about 
library work and to create interest among young 
people to become members of the library pro- 
fession, and be it further 

Resolved, To assist the Board of Education 
for Librarianship of the a and the Joint 
Committee on Library Work as a Career and 
the various state library nencaly in their recruit- 
ing activities on local, state, and national levels. 

4. Resolved, That the division instruct the 
directors of the A.L.A. to attempt to work out 
with the state and district some 
practical method of circularizing all trustees 
in America if possible with a view to pro- 
moting membership in the A.L.A. and increas- 
interest and awareness in library 


Division of the 
aware of the 


association 


ing trustee 
conditions. 
The meeting adjourned at 12:25 p.m 


Meeting 

The program meeting of the Trustees Divi- 
sion was held Thursday, June 17, at 2:30 p.m. 
The guest speaker was Watson Pierce, vice 
president in charge of the psychological serv- 
ices division, Nejelski and Co., management 
counsels, New York City, and also an associate 
of Robert D. Leigh, director, Public Library 
Inquiry. Mr. Pierce spoke on “Management 
Questions for 


Program 


Trustees.” 


He pointed out that although no systematic 
review had vet been made of the data collected, 
Inquiry had 


with the Public Library 


work 





ATLANTIC CITY CONFERENCE 


given him an interesting bird’s- -eye view of the 
role of trustees in public libraries. Mr. Pierce 
asked the trustees to consider the following 
seven questions: 7 

1. Can you specializ e your interest by using 
committees for various parts of your manage- 
ment—these committees to work with the mem- 
bers of the library staff who are specialists in 
their field. That is, can such specialization of 
interest have a useful function of defining cer- 
tain areas for study, rather than leaving every- 
thing to everyone? 

2. Can and should you make your executive, 
the librarian, reduce all suggestions and pro- 
posals to simple terms and language that you 

can fully understand? 

3. Have you codified all proposals accepted 
and all procedure s into by-laws, resolutions, and 
regulations, classified according to subject head- 
that you can easily previous 
practices? 

4. Are you planning over a five-year period a 
program worked out by the librarian and te- 
viewed by the board? 

5. In what comparative statistics other than 
registration figures, circulation figures and refer- 
ence answered, should you be espe- 
cially interested? That is, is the data collected 
a valid measure of all contacts the library makes 
with the community, it show the de- 
velopment of your operation in each area? 

6. Have you developed joint aailion with 
other bos urds of trustees as well as school boards 
and interested members of your city council 
for the purpose of discussing common interests 
and problems? 
7. Have you worked out an orientation course 
for new trustees which would aid them in their 
management function? 

Two other questions raised for consideration 


ing so consult 


questions 


and does 


were: 

1. What are your responsibilities over the 
operation of personnel rules and _ regulations 
governing employment and dismissal from your 
service? 

2. Have you planned your part in public 
relations? 

In conclusion, Mr. Pierce 
trustees have a primary function in the “man- 
agement” of the library, where “management” 
means over-all planning, control, and evalua- 
tion of administrative operations. The li- 
brarian has his man: igement functions also, but 
for “trustee management” he supplies the 
recommendations for policy changes. These 
recommendations are accepted, rejected, or 
modified by the board. The coordination of 
technical advice, perhaps with the use of ad- 
is a continuing function of 


suggested _ that 


visorv committees, 
the management responsibilities of trustees. 
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In the discussion that followed, the trustees 
and librarians present commented on the prac- 
tices and policies of their libraries in relation 
to the questions raised by Mr. Pierce. The 
importance of keeping trustees informed of li- 
brary developments and problems—ps urticularly 
new trustees—at the state and local levels was 


again stressed. The responsibility of both the 


librarian and the trustee in the handling of 
subversive groups seeking to misuse libraries 
and library organizations was also discussed at 
some length, and Miss RiddWay was requested 
to bring the questions raised to the attention 
of the Executive Secretary of the A.L.A. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 
HELEN A. Ripcway, Secretary Pro Tem 











Boards, Committees, and Round Tables 


Adult Education Board 


T THE conference in Atlantic City the Adult 
Education Board held its annual business 
meeting on June 15, and joined with the Adult 
Education Section, Public Libraries Division, 
and the Audio-Visual Committee in sponsoring 


Art Reference 


At the 1948 conference of the American Li- 
brary Association, the Art Reference Round 
Table held one program meeting and one com- 
bination program and business meeting. 

At the first meeting the speakers were: 
Marji Weaver, free-lance textile designer, and 
Dr. Herbert J. Spinden, curator, Folk and 
Primitive Cultures, Brooklyn Museum of Art. 

Miss Weaver pointed out the opportunity 
presented to young designers of this country 
during the war, when European sources of 
textiles and designs were not available. To 
maintain this advantage has been by no means 
easy, but several concrete suggestions were 
made: (1) that the embryo designer obtain a 
good basic fine arts background; (2) that he 
cooperate with other sympathetic not too-well- 
established designers; (3) that he acquire as 
broad a knowledge as possible of the technical 
problems of the manufacturer in adopting and 
printing from his designs. He must recognize 
that the fundamental elements of a textile de- 
sign, like those of other visual fine arts, are 
rhythm, line, pattern, and form. The three 
sources of designs are the imagination of the 
artist, a borrowing from source material and a 
translation into our idiom, and an actual re- 
creating of designs from source materials. Such 
source materials are of the most varied nature— 
textiles, pottery, wall paintings, miniatures, etc. 

In this connection, the importance of the 
library to a designer is obvious. Only in a 
library will be found the portfolios, volumes, 
and mounted plates of art objects and motifs 
of all ages and civilizations. 

In concluding her talk, Miss Weaver dis- 
played a number of sketches and finished 
designs from her studio, varying from stylized 
Chinese designs for neckties to simple abstrac- 
tions for cotton prints. 

Dr. Spinden’s talk on folk art was un- 
expectedly a perfect complement to Miss 
Weaver's remarks. While hers was largely the 
depiction of the problems of the individual 
artist in our society, Dr. Spinden stressed the 
role of art as a means of social continuity. His 


a three-day preconference film workship and 
adult education institute. For a report of this 
institute see pages P-55-58 and P-68. 
HELEN A. Ripcway 
Executive Secretary 


Round Table 


concern is with the danger attendant upon the 
too early and too complete specialization of the 
individual. Mankind is thus in danger of 
losing the general over-all view of civilization. 

In primitive societies, a slower selection of 
patterns and development of intricate  tech- 
niques is possible. The machine has withdrawn 
from the individual the importance of his skill. 
As an example, Dr. Spinden mentioned that 
modern power looms, for all their size, speed 
of production, and intricacy, actually make use 
of only a few of the weaving techniques de- 
veloped in primitive societies as a result of 
friendly competition among workers who are 
at the same time individuals and members of 
the group. The sense of participation in the 
worker in the development of the design and 
the technique is a most important element. 

Referring to Miss Weaver’s comments on the 
use of source materials for modern designs, 
Dr. Spinden made a plea for a more thorough 
documentation of folk arts. In conclusion, he 
pointed out the unfortunate failure of this 
country to evolve a new, entirely American 
folk art through the integration of the sensi- 
tivity and esthetics of the various national 
groups represented in our population. 

At the second meeting a symposium was held 
on “Pictures Not in Books,” with Jean McK. 
Murphy, Queens Borough Public Library, Ja- 
maica, N.Y., as moderator. 

Joseph W. Rogers, head, Miscellaneous Sec- 
tion, U. S. Copyright Office, discussed the 
work of that office in copyrighting and record- 
ing reproductions of works of art. Since 1909 
it has been possible to copyright original paint- 
ings by means of the deposit of photographs, 
and to copyright art objects such as sculpture 
through the deposit of reproductions. This 
may be a cast, model, or photographs from 
three or more angles. 

In 1947 about 550 reproductions, most of 
them color prints, were registered. The Copy- 
right Office is required by law to issue catalogs 
of copyrighted objects. These catalogs could 
be useful reference tools and sources of in- 
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formation for both art and general libraries. 
Mr. Rogers will welcome suggestions as to 
form of entry considered most useful and items 
of information which each entry should include, 
such as medium, size, and location of the 
original. 

Hugh Craig Smyth, Frick Collection, New 
York City, presented a résumé of the report 
prepared for the College Art Association. The 
report used as its point of departure the pro- 
posal by Professor Dinsmoor that a compre- 
hensive photographic negative archive be 
established in this country, to serve as the mas- 
ter source of photographs of works of art. Be- 
cause of physical and other difficulties inherent 
in such a scheme, Mr. Smyth suggested that it 
be abandoned and for it be substituted a 
record of existing negative archives. The 
record should indicate the scope, limitations, 
completeness of coverage, size, service possible, 
etc. The original report was presented at the 
winter meeting of the College Art Association, 
but no steps were taken to implement the 
proposals. 

Karl Kiip, curator of prints, New York Public 
Library, speaking of the reasons for a collection 
of original prints in a library, emphasized the 
following uses of such a collection: (1) as 
examples of the various graphic arts; (2) as ex- 
amples of the graphic processes for students or 
advertising agencies and other commercial 
users; (3) as documentary evidence, for ex- 
ample in proving the existence of a painting 
otherwise unrecorded; (4) as depictions of sub- 
ject matter; and (5) as material most satis- 
factorily lending itself to furtherance of public 
relations in its use for reproduction or exhibi- 
tion. 

Marcelle Frebault, Print Collection, Public 
Library, Newark, described that collection and 
some of the techniques utilized in preparing 
items for the files. The collection consists of a 
small documentary group of original prints for 
study and a large representative group of re- 
productions for lending. The reproductions 
are matted in two sizes. The library sells frames 
and lends prints to individuals for a three-month 
period. This has become one of the most 
popular services of the library. 


Business Meeting 

The business meeting was held on June 16 
at 10:00 a.m., with Mrs. Alice S. Plaut, chair- 
man, presiding. A résumé of the proceedings 
of the 1947 conference meetings was presented 
by the secretary and accepted as minutes. The 
treasurer's report was read and accepted. Jn 
the absence of the chairman of the Member- 
ship Committee, the treasurer reported thirty 
members in good standing. A verbal invita- 
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tion was issued to nonmembers attending the 
meeting to join the round table. 

The chairman briefly analyzed the effect 
upon the A.R.R.T. of the A.L.A. plans to hold 
seven regional conferences in 1949 rather than 
one national conference. A motion was made, 
seconded, and carried that the chairman ap 
point a representative in each of the regions, 
to act as liaison officer between members in a 
region and the chairman. 

Mrs. Beatrice Rakestraw, editor, Art Index, 
read a report previously presented to the 
Museums Group, Special Libraries Association, 
on the back-indexing project. The report, sub- 
stantially the same as that presented in the 
A.R.R.T. Proceedings of 1947, stressed the 
editorial expense involved in this joint project, 
the fact that our request to the Carnegie Cor- 
poration for a subvention had been refused, 
and that the H. W. Wilson Co. could not now 
undertake printing and distribution. Despite 
these discouraging aspects, the Museums Group 
had voted to continue the efforts toward back- 
indexing and had appointed Mrs. Rakestraw, 
Mrs. Grace Banker, Brooklyn Museum Library, 
and Richard Morse, Cooper Union Museum 
Library, to represent the group on the joint 
committee. 

For the benefit of new members of the Art 
Reference Round Table, a brief historical com- 
ment on the project was given. It was then 
suggested that a survey be made to discover 
which libraries are indexing volumes published 
before 1929. It was mentioned that the possi- 
bility of using existing indexes as the basic ma- 
terial for the back-indexing project had been 
considered and rejected as too expensive. 

The suggestion that the back-indexing project 
be dropped temporarily and the possibility of 
current indexing on a cooperative basis be in- 
vestigated was not fully approved. It was 
pointed out that current indexing by the H. W. 
Wilson Co. was less expensive for the libraries 
and that libraries should urge indexing of more 
art periodicals. 

A motion was made, seconded, and carried 
to the effect that the chairman of the A.R.R.T. 
appoint to the joint committee at least one 
member from a public library. 

The report of the nominating committee, 
composed of Louise Lucas, Fogg Museum of 
Art Library, Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Mrs. Beatrice Rakestraw, and Pricilla Mac- 
Fadden, chairman, was read by Mrs. Rake- 
straw. The secretary-treasurer and chairman- 
elect, Ruth E. Schoneman, Ryerson and Burn- 
ham Libraries Art Institute, Chicago, succeeded 
to the chairmanship. Jean McK. Murphy, 
Queens Borough Public Library, was nominated 
as secretary-treasurer and chairman-elect. 
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There being no additional nominations, Mrs. 
Rakestraw moved that the secretary be in- 
Being 


structed to cast a unanimous ballot. 
seconded and approved, this was done. 


Audio-Visual 


Audio-Visual Committee 
Education Board and the 
Section, 


The 
Adult 


cation 


and film workshop. 


informal 
16mm. 


and then conducted an 
period with Kenneth Edwards, 


persons. 
ments on their possible use. 


You Hide” (Encyclopaedia Britannica Films). 


Julien Bryan was the evening speaker at a 
banquet held on Saturday evening. Mr. Bryan’s 
presentation of the potential role of films in 
the promotion of international understanding 
was very inspirational. Two films were shown: 

“The American Teachers College” (Made at 
Ball State Teachers College for export by the 


State Department) 


“The Story of Han” (New International Film 
Foundation picture made for the Religious Film 


Association) 


On Sunday morning Otto H. Coelln, pub- 
lisher, Business Screen magazine and many 
other visual texts and bibliographies, conducted 
a morning long consideration of the range of 
extant film material and types of equipment 


Bibliography 


The Bibliography Committee, at its annual 
meeting in Atlantic City on Monday, June 14, 
discussed the topic, “What Can This Committee 
Accomplish?” The statement of the functions 
of the committee in the Handbook authorizes 
the group to do many things, but little has 
been done in the past ten years. Each of the 
members present discussed one of the functions, 
and the chairman briefly reviewed the work of 
the committee since its establishment in 1922. 
There was general agreement among the mem- 
bers that the functions of the group should be 
redescribed and that the preparation of a 


manual for bibliographers is a project which 
the committee should sponsor or undertake. 


joined the 
Adult Edu- 
Public Libraries Division, to 
sponsor a combined adult education institute 
After a day and a half of 
meetings on library service to various special 
adult groups, the Audio-Visual Committee as- 
sumed responsibility for the film part of the 
meetings on Saturday afternoon, June 12, 1948. 

Dr. Edgar Dale, Ohio State University, read 
a paper on the use of films with adult groups 
discussion 
con- 
sultant, Eastman Kodak Company, and Karline 
Brown, Cincinnati Public Library, as resource 
Three films were shown with com- 
They were: “The 
Loon’s Necklace” (Canadian Film Board); “The 
Brotherhood of Man” (Brandon); “Where Will 
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There being no further business, on motion 
duly made, seconded and carried, the meeting 
was adjourned. " 

Rutu E. SCHONEMAN, Secretary-Treasurer 


Committee 


available. Mr. Coelln showed the navy train- 
ing film “Film Tactics” which portrays the best 
way to use informational films. 

Sunday afternoon, June 13, Dr. Dale again 
led off with a paper on sponsored films. Panel 
discussion followed this with Bertha Landers. 
Dallas Public Library; Hoyt R. Galvin, Public 
Library, Charlotte, N.C.; I. C. Boerlin, head, 
Bureau of Audio-Visual Aids, Pennsylvania 
State College; and, Mr. Coelln participating. 
Sponsored films screened were: “By Jupiter” 
(Marshall Field); “Green Harvest” (Weyer- 
houser Lumber Co.); “The Miracle of Para- 
dise Valley” (Sinclair Refining Co.). 

For a further report of this institute see 
pages P-55-58. 


Business Meetings 
The Audio-Visual Committee held two busi- 
ness meetings presided over by Mrs. Aubry 
Lee Graham, chairman. 


Film Showings 
Film showings were held in Room 21, Con- 
vention Hall, on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday noons from 12 to 1:30 p.m. Thirty 
new films were screened, and the audience at 
all times was 200 or more. 


A-V Booth 


The committee maintained a booth in the 
Exhibit Hall which was covered by a profes- 
sional person available for consultation at all 
times. 

Mrs. Patricia BLAIR 
Executive Secretary 


Committee 


At this meeting several persons described 
current bibliographical activities. George A. 
Schwegmann, Jr., Union Catalog Division, Li- 
brary of Congress, who had recently returned 
from a survey of bibliographical work in 
Europe, described the difficulties confronting 
such undertakings in the countries he had 
visited. Virginia Turrell, editor, Bibliographic 
Index, requested that she be sent listings of 
new completed bibliographies for inclusion in 
her compilation, and Ralph T. Esterquest, 
chairman, Subcommittee on Union Catalogs and 
Bibliographical Centers, A.L.A. Board on Re- 
sources of American Libraries, spoke on the 
work of his group. 
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The meeting attracted a larger attendance 
than the committee had anticipated. Members 
present were Charles M. Adams, Woman's 
College Library, University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro; Mary N. Barton, Enoch Pratt Free 


Library, Baltimore; Grace A. England, Public 
Library, Detroit; and Leslie W. Dunlap, Gen- 
eral Reference and Bibliography Division, Li- 
brary of Congress, chairman. 

LEesLIE W. Dunwap, Chairman 


Federal Relations Committee 


At a conference meeting of the Federal Re- 
lations Committee with the state federal rela- 
tions committees on Friday, June 18, plans 
were laid for future work on the Library 
Demonstration Bill, which died with the ad- 
journment of Congress on June 21. 

The thirty-four representatives of twenty-two 
state committees unanimously voted to reintro- 
duce the bill in its present form in the 81st 
Congress. The members felt that, although the 
bill did not pass this past session, the campaign 
for it had been helpful to libraries everywhere. 
Several librarians related specific instances 
where the reputations of their libraries and 
state library associations had been greatly en- 
hanced by publicity for the Library Demon- 
stration Bill. 


Committee on Work 


At the meeting of the Committee on Work 
with the Foreign Born, Edna Phillips, Morrill 
Memorial Library, Norwood, Mass., chairman, 
announced the A.L.A. Committee on Boards 
and Committee’s recommendation to the A.L.A. 
Council: “That the name and function of the 
Committee on Work with the Foreign Born be 
changed as follows: Committee on Intercul- 
tural Action, with the following functions: 
Through books and reading services, to: (1) 
Further mutual understanding among cultural 
groups, of their life, literature and esthetic ex- 
perience as reflected in creative work; (2) Em- 
phasis on unity, as persons, of diverse races; 
(3) Strengthen public understanding of the aims 
and work of the United Nations, especially 
UNESCO; (4) Encourage the spread of in- 
formation on race, group dynamics, and tech- 
niques for joint action, as a contribution to the 
right handling of potential violence in areas 
of racial friction.” 

The A.L.A. Council approved the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on Boards and 
Committees at its first session on Monday, so 
this committee became the Intercultural Action 
Committee. 

Helen Hutchinson, Free Public Library, Wa- 
tertown, Mass., presided as discussion leader 
for the panel entitled: “Intercultural Action 
through the Library: What about It?” Esther 
Johnston, New York Public Library, discussed 
the creative arts including the literature of 


In determining strategy for the new cam- 
paign, it was agreed to approach ee 
candidates, before the November election, for 
commitments regarding the Library Demon- 
stration Bill. It was recommended also that 
the director of the National Relations Office 
should formally solicit the support of all 
groups whose broad interests coincide with 
those of the A.L.A., and who have not previ- 
ously been working with the Association on its 
legislative program. In this category would be 
certain welfare groups, service organizations, 
labor groups, and church groups. 

Printed publicity pieces to be used in the 
forthcoming campaign for the Library Demon- 
stration Bill were also discussed. 

Ciara Fievper, Secretary Pro Tem 


with the Foreign Born 


cultural groups. She feels that “migration 
within the United States and its outlying pos- 
sessions is a most important problem 

and that books, music, and graphic arts can 
do much to foster greater understanding and 
reduce tensions.” Margaret G. Hickman, Pub- 
lic Library, Los Angeles, presented a view of 
“Service in Many Languages as Bridge Build- 
ing.” She also covered the various record meth- 
ods for language study and evaluated them. 
Felix E. Hirsch, Bard College, Annandale-on- 
Hudson, contributed an analysis of a library's 
consideration of “People As Persons:” the psy- 
chological factor, the integration among groups 
and immediate ways libraries can be of assist- 
ance in this assimilation. Professor Hirsch 
spoke from the extensive fund of his own per- 
sonal experience. Marie Carroll, United Na- 
tions, Lake Success, N.Y., outlined the 
UNESCO program for 1948 as approved at the 
Mexico City Conference. “The program is a 
very ambitious one, but it is conceived in long 
range terms to cover rehabilitation of libraries 
in war-devastated countries, an international 
clearing house for rebuilding educational, sci- 
entific, and cultural resources.” 

The committee for 1947-48 was: Edna 
Phillips, chairman, Mrs. Frances W. Binkley, 
University of Colorado Library, Boulder; Enid 
McPherson Boli, Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.; Margaret Gabriel Hickman, Public Library, 
Los Angeles; Jean-Jacques Lefebvre, St. Sulpice 
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Canada; Mrs. Beulah 
‘ambridge, Mass.; Eleanor 
Public Li- 


Library, Montreal, Que., 
: hapman Vosburgh, ¢ 
M. Wade, Lincoln Heights Branch, 


brary, Los Angeles. 
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Edna Phillips was appointed chairman of the 
Intercultural Action Committee for 1949. 


Mrs. BeuLAH CHAPMAN Vosburcu, Secretary 


Friends of Libraries Committee 


The annual luncheon of the Friends of Li- 
braries was held in the Renaissance Room of 
the Ambassador Hotel on Wesdnesday, June 
16, with 286 people in attendance. In charge 
of the luncheon was Leo R. Etzkorn, chairman, 
Friends of Libraries Committee, who intro- 
duced the toastmaster for the occasion, Clarence 
E. Sherman, Public Library, Providence, R.I. 

Mr. Sherman in turn introduced Mrs. Helen 
E. Wessells, associate director, A.L.A. Interna- 
tional Relations Office, who presented guests 
from other nations attending the luncheon. 

Roger McDonough, Division of State Library, 
Archives and History, State Department of 
Education, Trenton, N.J., and chairman of the 
Atlantic City Local Committees, extended 
greetings from the State of New Jersey and 
expressed the interest of the New Jersey Li- 
brary Association in working toward the four 
year goals, the implementation of the national 
pl: ins, and salary standards. 

Paul North Rice greeted the group as A.L. 
President and spoke of his attendance a 
meeting of the Westport, Conn., Friends group 

one of the most recently organized and active 
groups in the country. ' He pointed out the 
need of such groups in the period immediately 
ahead for libraries. 

Extending a cordial welcome from the library 
trustees of New Edward J. A. Fahey, 
emphasized the alliance between the 
Friends of Libraries and the library trustees in 
meeting the challenge of the atomic age. In- 
tellectual freedom, the implications of censor- 
ship, the impact of books in the modern world, 
are all controversial topics which Friends of 
Libraries should consider, study, and support 
to the degree they feel is possible. 

In bringing greetings from the A.L.A. Trus- 
Division, Paul R. Benson, chairman, told 
of his opportunity as one of the writers of the 
Indiana State Republican Party Platform for 
1948 to include the following library plank: 
“Tax supported free libraries being an essential 
part of the state educational system, good li- 
brary service for all of the people is an obliga- 


Jersey, 


‘close 


tees 


tion of government. The 1947 Republican 
legislature enacted a new library law to codify 
numerous conflicting statutes. As more than 


20 per cent of Indiana’s population is. still 
without local library and many estab- 
lished libraries are inadequately supported, the 
Republican Party endorses the following pro- 


service 


gram for our pub lic libraries: establishment 
of library service in esienaiics areas; adequate 
salaries for librarians; reasonable state aid for 
the improvement of local library service. The 
Republican Party believes that the American 
form of gov ernment and way of life are safest 
in the ‘att of an educated and enlightened 
citizenry and pledges that it will unceasingly 
and generously strive to safeguard and improve 
the educational system of “Indi: ina in every 
practical way. ; 

Mr. Benson added that he expected a similar 
plank to be included in the State Democratic 
Party Platform and pointed out the importance 
of not omitting politicians in seeking Friends 
of the Library. 

Mrs. Paul Shepherd brought greetings from 
New Jersey Friends and told about the newly 
organized Friends group at Rutherford, N_J. 

College library Friends were represented by 
Doneld F. Cameron, Rutgers University  Li- 
brary, New Brunswic k, N.J., who pointed out the 
difference in emphasis and endeavor between 
college and public library Friends. He sum- 
marized the activities and interests of the Rut- 
gers University Library in building its collection 
of valuable and ways in 
which the alumni and their families might 
constitute a Friends of the Library group. 

Mrs. Harriet T. Righter, trustee, Public Li- 
brary, Brooklyn, stressed the importance of 
good working relations between the board of 
trustees and the Friends group of any library, 
and told particularly of the efforts of the 
Friends on behalf of the Ingersoll Branch of the 
Brooklyn Pub'ic Library. 

Carl H. Milam, newly appointed director of 
oo services, United Nations, and former 
Executive Secretary, A.L.A., challenged the 
Friends of Libraries to find means for imple- 
menting the four year goals and the national 
plans, and sugge ‘sted the formation of a Friends 
of the American Library Association to achieve 
this purpose. 

Mr. Sherman then introduced John Mac- 
kenzie Cory, the _— appointed Executive 
Secretary of A.L.A., and Helen A. Ridgway, 


editions, suggested 


the Friends of ems representative at A.L.A. 
Headquarters. 

Miss Ridgway called attention to the informa- 
tion about Friends groups that had been pre- 
pared for distribution, and asked each group to 
keep A.L.A. informed about its activities. 
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in closing, Mr. Etzkorn urged everyone to 
visit the Friends of Libraries “exhibit at Con- 
vention Hall, prepared by Catherine J. a 
Carnegie Library of Homestead, Munhall, 

Funds for the flowers for the luncheon were 
contributed by the following New Jersey 


Friends groups: East Orange, Rahway, Maple- 
wood, Rutherford, Bloomfield, and Morristown. 

The annual business meeting of the com- 
mittee was held Friday, June 18, at 2:30 p.m. 


HELEN A. Rmcway, Secretary Pro Tem 


International Relations Board 


The A.L.A. International Relations Board 
held two closed business meetings during the 
Atlantic City Conference, June 14 and 17, and 
one meeting, June 15, planned as a follow-up 
of the Midwinter discussion on international 
library relations. 

Board members present were: Flora Belle 
Ludington, chairman; Milton E. Lord, Charles 
H. Brown, Leon Carnovsky, Luther H. Evans, 
Keyes D. Metcalf, consultant. International 
Relations Office staff present were: Frederick 
Cromwell, director; Helen E. Wessells, associate 
director; Viola Mauseth, executive assistant. 
Carl H. Milam, who will succeed Milton E. 
Lord as a board member September 1, was 
present also. Mr. Evans was elected to succeed 
Miss Ludington as chairman of the board be- 
ginning Sept. 1, 1948. 

At the business meetings, discussion centered 
on the UNESCO summer school, plans for 
continuing the work of the International Rela- 
tions Office after this year, the Chinese Library 
Institutes, the meeting of the International Li- 
brary Committee in London in September, and 
the I.R.B. Round Table on Foreign Library 
Service to be held in Williamstown, Mass., in 
June. 

The board approved in principle the resolu- 
tion of the Federal Relations Committee that it 
shall be the policy of the A.L.A. to maintain 
an office in Washington to represent the varied 
interests of libraries and librarians (afterward 
approved by the Council), and it also recom- 
mended that the board be authorized to appoint 
a committee of interested citizens to advise 


the A.L.A. and the library profession generally 
on ways of meeting opportunities for useful 
international cultural relations through libraries. 
The Council later approved the appointment 
of such an advisory committee. 

At the meeting, June 15, attended by repre- 
sentatives of divisions and library organizations, 
the following topics were discussed: exchange 
of persons, exchange of materials, the United 
States Book Exchange, youth library centers in 
Germany, the * ‘Westchester ’ plan for sending 
books abroad, and various other book cam- 
paigns. 

Among the foreign guests entertained jointly 
by the I.R.B. and Letter magazine were: Raquel 
Robes, president, Cuban Library Association, 
Acacia Alvarez, an archivist from Cuba, and 
Manuel Garcia-Calderon, University of San 
Marcos, Lima, Peru. 

Charles H. Brown called a meeting, on June 
14, for persons pi articularly interested in the 
Orient, and in the proposed ‘library institutes for 
China. Mr. Finney and Mr. Sauer spoke about 
the Army and the Department of State In- 
formation Libraries, and Dr. Gordon Bowles 
told of the conference board and its place in the 
program of screening applicants for Fulbright 
Grants. 

All subcommittees of the International Re- 
lations Board were disbanded, with the excep- 
tions of the Joint Committee on Foreign 
Students in U. S. Library Schools, and the 
Committee on the Orient and South Pacific. 


FREDERICK CROMWELL, Secretary 


Junior Members Round Table 


It was a milestone in New Jersey Library 
annals when the New Jersey Junior Members 
Round Table was host at the meeting of the 
national Junior Members Round Table during 
the A.L.A. Conference at Atlantic City. Held 
in Room 21, Convention Hall, on the evening 
of Wednesday, June 16, the meeting took the 
form of a panel discussion called, “Broader 
Horizons for the Young Librarian,” with out- 
standing librarians discussing briefly present-day 
library opportunities in various fields for the 
beginning librarian. The members of the panel 
were: John H. Moriarty, Purdue University 


Libraries, Lafayette, Ind.; Marian C. Manley, 
Business ‘Branch, Public Library, Newark, N.].; 
Lawrence S. Thompson, Unive rsity of Kentucky 
Library, Lexington; Elizabeth Lindsey, East- 
man Branch, Public Library, Cleveland, Ohio; 
Alice Louise LeFevre, Department of Li- 
brarianship, Western Michigan College of Edu- 
cation, Kalamazoo, Mich.; Josephine “— _Ed- 
wards, Public Library, New Rochelle, N 

Erika Schnurmann, Public Library, oo 
N.J., representing the New Jersey Juniors, 
served as program chairman. In her introduc- 
tion she emphasized the need for re-evaluating 
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opportunities in the library field for the begin- 
ning librarian and said that Junior Members 
were particularly concerned that public atten- 
tion be centered on the library field in order 
to attract qualified people to the profession. 


Before the panel got under way, Miss 
Schnurmann introduced Francis R. St. John, 
U. S. Veterans Administration, Washington, 


D.C., chairman, Joint Committee on Library 
Work as a Career. It was felt that a personal 
interpretation of the work of Mr. St. John’s 
committee would be of particular interest at 
this meeting, and would tie in with the subject 
of the panel. Mr. St. John, speaking from the 
floor, explained that the joint committee is 
interested primarily in recruiting and he felt 
that Junior Members everywhere would assist 
in this important underté iking. He stated that 
only through intensive cooperation by all li- 
brary groups could the work of the joint com- 
mittee have lasting results. 

Mr. Moriarty was the first speaker on the 
panel and his topic was the place of the college 
and school librarian in the library field. He 
felt strongly that a librarian was often some- 
thing of an anonymity in his library because 
of people having to come to the library for 
specific reasons, and that in the case of a school 
or college library where the student was forced 
by circumstances to use that library and no 
other, this was particularly true. It was Mr. 
Moriarty’s belief that the beginner in library 
work would have easier going in another type 
of library than a college or school library and 
he gave a number of examples to illustrate his 
point. 

Community relations and particular sphere of 
children’s work as it can be interpreted to the 
community were discussed by Miss Lindsey. 
She told of the many interesting community 
projects undertaken by the Cleveland Public 
ibrary and of their success in bringing about 

closer rel itionship between reader and citi- 
zen. Miss Lindsey stressed the importance of 
the young librarian keeping abreast of national 
and local trends and developing a knack for 
organizing timely and _ profitable community 
projects. 

Bibliography, a field having a wide range 
of interests for people with keen, inquiring 
minds, was suggested by Mr. Thompson as the 
ideal field for the beginner in library work. 
Mr. Thompson felt that the intellectual back- 
ground necessary for work and research in bib- 
liography helped to do away with the feeling 
of some people that librarianship consisted 
chiefly of handing books out over the counter 
and therefore could be performed by near un- 
employables. Mr. Thompson, who is a member 
of Mr. St. John’s joint committee, took a 


minute to speak also in behalf of the committee, 
urging that Juniors bend all their efforts toward 
showing the outside world what go-getters |j- 
brarians are. He distributed some attractive 
folders on recruiting compiled by the com. 
mittee. 

The large field of public libraries was dis. 
cussed by Miss Manley who felt that this par- 
ticular field was the best one for the beginning 
librarian. Speaking both as a practicing |i. 
brarian and as a trustee of the Public Library, 
Summit, N.J., Miss Manley held that working 
with the public, the chance to observe and 
learn many different kinds of work, contact 
with community leaders and organizations, and 
continuing intellectual growth were nowhere 
more favorable than in a public library. Miss 
Manley disputed the claim of Mr. Moriarty that 
a librarian is often an anonymity, mé rintaining 
stoutly that all librarians she knew were as 
well liked for themselves as for the service they 
rendered. 

Miss LeFevre, who has been active in re- 
cruiting, spoke of the handicaps that must be 
overcome if more people are to find librarianship 
attractive. She stressed salaries, educational 
background, and_ personality qualifications 
as contributing to the hesitancy of many to 
enter the profession. Miss LeFevre too felt 
that it was necessary for librarians themselves 
to play up their profession if it was to be made 
more attractive to the public at large. 

The task of summarizing the panel was given 
to Miss Edwards who handled this chore most 
capably. She brought out the main points of 
each speaker, and added some challenging com- 
ments of her own to the panel. 

A question-and-answer period had_ been 
scheduled for the end of the program but 
because of the time limitation—the panel had 
been meticulously timed to end at 10:00 o'clock 
—a number of questions had to be informally 
discussed after the meeting adjourned. 

Miss Schnurmann called on Mrs. Ella Aldrich 
Schwing, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, who was in the audience, to say a few 
words. Mrs. Schwing in her delightful, forth- 
right manner, spoke of her own times as a 
Junior Member, mentioned many prominent 
librarians who had once been Juniors and 
hoped that the Juniors, nationally and in state 
groups, would continue to work toward i 
creased professional growth. 

Ruth Scarborough, Centenary Junior College, 
Hackettstown, N.J., secretary of the New Jer- 
sey Juniors, presided at the meeting in the 
absence of the chairman, Claxton E. Helms, 
Public Library, Grand Rapids, Mich. Miss 
Scarborough asked Elizabeth Chambers, Uni- 
versity of Louisville Library, Louisville, 
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who is the new chairman Junior Members 
Round Table, to read the greeting to the 
Juniors from Mr. Helms who could not attend 
AL.A. All Junior Members in the audience 
desirous of working with the New Jersey or 
the national group were asked to stay behind for 
a brief business session. 

This business session was most informal in 
character and its chief result was getting the 
names of a number of alert, interested young 
men and women of the profession who will 
work for Junior interests in the coming year. 
Mutual problems among younger librarians 
were discussed and suggestions received for 
Junior Members projects. The majority opin- 
ion, substantiated by later discussion with panel 
members, seemed to be that the Juniors work 
on recruiting projects in their state groups and 
on a national level next year. 

Elizabeth Chambers, having been designated 
as the new chairman, felt that some appoint- 
ments could be made at the business session. 
Accordingly, Erika Schnurmann was appointed 
secretary-treasurer of the Junior Members 


Round Table and Marie E. Cleckner, Library 


of Congress, Washington, D.C., was appointed 


to the executive board. Names for the vice- 
chairman and two additional members of the 


executive board were submitted but it was felt 


that no definite announcements could be made 
until after those designated had been given 
time to think over the matter. 

In spite of the competition of square danc- 
ing and a previously unscheduled salary meet- 
ing that evening, almost 100 persons attended 
the meeting, including not only Junior Mem- 
bers, but a large number of older librarians, 
who commented most favorably on the meeting. 
It was felt by all present that the meeting had 
been eminently successful not only in showing 
what Juniors could do in the way of presenting 
a fresh, interesting, well-organized, well-timed 
program, but particularly, in cementing the 
bond of friendship between Juniors from all 
parts of the country and pointing the way to a 
fruitful year ahead. 


ERIKA SCHNURMANN, Secretary-Treasurer 


Library Architecture and a Planning Committee 


The committee held two open meetings a 
Atlantic City. On Tuesday afternoon, June 5, 
at the Ambassador hotel, a session was devoted 
to remodelling. James Bryan, Public Library, 
Newark, N.J., gave an exc -ellent presentation of 
points a librarian must consider in a remodel- 
ling program. Francis Keally, New York archi- 
tect and member of the committee, gave the 
architect’s point of view. > 

On Thursday, June 17, the committee held 
a question and answer period with a panel of 
building consultants answering the questions. 


On the panel were Milton J. Ferguson, Public 
Library, Brooklyn; Alfred M. Githens, architect, 
101 Park Ave., New York City; Clarence E. 
Sherman, Public Library, Providence; Ralph A. 
Ulveling, Public Library, Detroit; Joseph L. 
Wheeler, librarian, author, and building con- 
sultant. One of the questions with which most 
boards and librarians are confronted is: “Shall 
we build now?” The panel felt that in the 
foreseeable future a decline in building costs 
was unlikely. 


Ernest I. Miiier, Chairman 


Library Service to Labor Groups Joint Committee 


Work being done in the field of library serv- 
ice to labor groups, and steps to be taken in 
the future to broaden and intensify those serv- 
ices were discussed “ two meetings of the 
Joint Committee on Library Service to Labor 
Groups, Sunday, June 13. 

Phillips Bradley, Institute of Labor and In- 
dustrial Relations, Unive rsity of Illinois, Urbana, 
served as chairman of the meeting. 

The morning session was spent in a question- 
and-answer period on present library service to 
trade union groups, with an eye to pointing up 
trouble spots as well as determining good 
methods. 

At the afternoon meeting, the following li- 
brary re presentatives described their library 


service to labor projects: Dorothy Bendix, Pub- 
lic I Library, 


Newark; A. Kalisch, Public Libary, 





Boston; Ruth Shapiro, Public Library, Milwau- 
kee; Otto Pragan, Public Library, Akron. 
George Guernsey, associate aoe research 
and education, C.1.0., also participated in the 
day’s discussions. 

Based on reports and discussions, the follow- 
ing activities were planned as the future work 
of the committee: (1) publication of six- or 
eight-page case studies showing how certain 
libraries have handled library service to labor 
groups; (2) why bring public libraries and union 
together—a consideration of how to organize 
contacts with labor; techniques for librarians 
in meeting labor groups; (3) library tools of all 
kinds; (4) union use of public libraries; (5) 
inclusion in library schools; (6) how public li- 
brary can present union to public more effec- 
tively. 
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It was also planned to publish a regular 
newsletter to keep librarians interested in li- 
brary service to labor projects informed on ac- 
tivities of other librarians and libraries. 


Library Unions 


Business Meeting 

Members of four library unions—Boston, Chi- 
cago, Cleveland, and New York—and several 
associate members were present at the business 
meeting of the Library Unions Round Table 
on Wednesday morning, June 16. 

Reports from the various locals and associate 
members on union activities during the year 
included discussion of salary increases, length 
of work-week, negotiation procedures, labor 
representatives on boards of trustees, member- 
ship gains, etc. Cleveland is one of the few 
public libraries with labor representation on 
its board of trustees. The New York local re- 
ported membership gains from the reference 
department of the New York Public Library. 

Of the resolutions received from the New 
York and Chicago unions, four were approved 
and referred to a Resolutions Committee for 


revision: on Federal Aid for Libraries; on Li- 
brary Salaries; on Intellectual Freedom and 
Human Rights; and on Presenting Labor’s 


Point-of-View in Libraries. The last two were 
selected for A.L.A. Council’s consideration. 
Nominations were made from the floor for 
officers for 1948-49, and it was decided to hold 
a short business meeting after the open meet- 
ing on Thursday afternoon, June 17, to elect 
officers and adopt the revised resolutions. 


Open Meeting 

The open meeting on Thursday, June 17, 
with Howard Fast as the principal ‘speaker , at- 
tracted more than 400 people and was the 
largest meeting in L.U.R.T.’s history. 

In her introductory remarks about L.U.R.T., 
the chairman, Adele C. Martin, said that the 
Library Unions Round Table was organized 
more than 10 years at the Kansas City 
Conference, and that today there are 15 or 16 
library unions in the Unite sd States and Canada 
about equally divided between American Fed- 
eration of State, County and Municipal Em- 
ployees (A.F.L.) and United Public Workers 
5k) 

Referring to the L.U.R.T. leaflet distributed 
at San Francisco in 1947, she read the conclud- 
ing sentences of the leaflet: “We have gained 
with the aid of organized labor in our locali- 
ties, salary increases, additional funds for our 
libraries , and improvement and extension 


ago 


of library service. 
“It is not surprising, therefore, that librarians 
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Paul Howard, director A.L.A. National Rela. 
tions Office, is chairman of the Joint Commit 
tee on Library Service to Labor Groups. 

Paut Howarp, Chairman 


Round Table 


are on the move and are joining unions in ip. 
creasing numbers. We are doing the same 
thing that teachers, musicians, actors, writers, 
and many other professionals are doing. We 
are finding that so-called professional pride 
cannot solve our many economic and social 
problems. 

“We have learned that we gain in proportion 
to our strength, and that ‘in union there jis 
strength.’ 

The Atlantic City program on “ 
the Defense of Civil Rights” was the natural 
successor to the San Francisco program on 
“Librarians, Unions, and Intellectual Freedom,” 
and L.U.R.T.’s emphasis at Midwinter Con- 
ference on Executive Order 9835, known as the 
“Loyalty” Order. 

The first speaker, Gertrude Lane, secretary- 
treasurer, Local 6, Hotel and Club Employees 
Union (A.F.L.), spoke of her early interest in 
library work and desire to become a librarian 
but, graduating from college at the height of the 
depression, she became a waitress instead, and 
observed at first hand the conditions of people 
working at the lowest wage level. Soon she 
was involved in building a union to improve 
those conditions, and in time became a union 
organizer. Librarians are in a strategic posi- 
tion, she declared, to help the public under- 
stand labor’s point of view and, in particular, to 
make available information about the Taft-Hart- 
ley Law which is being used against labor to 
increase working hours and otherwise nullify 
labor’s hard won gains of the past years. 

Ewart Guinier, national secretary-treasurer 
of U.P.W. (C.1.0.), discussed the Mundt-Nixon 
Bill, then before the Senate. Pointing out that 
under this bill, inquiry into subjects proscribed 
by Congress or the Attorney-General would be 
illegal, he said that the aim of the Mundt Bill 
is to paralyze free inquiry, free association, and 
free action in the United States. “We must 
fight for peace,’ ’ he continued, “for an America 
free of discrimination and hysteria. Only in such 
an America is it possible to effectuate any 
worthwhile library program.’ 

Commending the program outlined in 
A.L.A.’s Four Year Goals and in L.U.R.T.’s 
objectives, Mr. Gruinier maintained that more 
than an understanding of world issues and more 
than a program are needed. “We must act,” 
he said. 

Congratulating the 
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for its prompt response to the McGraw-Hill 
advertisement attacking library unions, he 
added, “We must act in the tradition of or- 
ganized labor, a tradition that goes back to the 
1830’s, where unions went on strike in support 
of the free public school, and to the 1850's, 
where the unions took the lead in demanding 
free public libraries 

Howard Fast, author of The Unvanquished, 
Freedom Road, and many other novels, de- 
clared that he was soon to go to prison, not 
because of any crime, but because he had in- 
sisted on the civil rights guaranteed by the 
Bill of Rights and the Constitution, and that 
he was an example of what can and does happen 
here. 

Although his other novels have been pub- 
lished in ‘editions of many thousands of copies, 
he revealed that the publishers of Clarkton, 
his latest novel, have responded to pressure and 
printed so few copies of the book that orders 
cannot be filled, an illustration of the devious 
methods of the censor. 

The criterion today, he continued, for the 
exclusion of books and magazines from the 
reading lists of some schools is based on a 
new concept, “guilt by association.” 

Both Mr. Fast and Mr. Guinier concluded 
their remarks by calling upon librarians to 
support the New Party which, according to 
Mr. Guinier, is “the most encompassing, and 
the most unifying channel of working for peace, 

for the effectuation of our Four Year 
Goals . . . and for the fulfillment of the aspira- 
tions of the common man.” 

The following two resolutions were submitted 


to A.L.A. Council on June 18. (See page P-21.) 


Resolution on Intellectual Freedom and 
Human Rights 


WuereEAS, Since the war there have been 
increasing attacks on intellectual freedom and 
civil rights in the form of the President’s Loy- 
alty Order, the Taft-H: urtley Law, the attempts 
to ‘deport individuals because of ‘their political 
beliefs, the failure of Congress to enact anti- 
lynching and federal fair employment laws, 
and the increased activity of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee; and 

Wuereas, All these antidemocratic measures 
are combined and intensified in the er 
Nixon Bill, now before the Senate, aimed a 
not only the labor and progressive mov eit 
but also at publication and distribution of any 

material not approved by the United States At- 
torney General; and 

Wuereas, Passage of this bill would gravely 
handicap and limit the work of libraries; now, 
therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Library Unions 


Round Table record its strong opposition to all 
these restrictive measures, and urge their defeat 
or repeal; and further 

Be it resolved, That the Library Unions 
Round Table urge all librarians to participate 
actively in efforts to defeat or repeal these 
measures, and to work for the passage of a 
federal fair employment practices law, and 
federal laws against lynching and poll taxes. 


Resolution on Presenting Labor’s Point-of- 
View in Libraries 

WuereAs, The American labor movement 
embraces a very large and influential section 
of the population of the United States and 
Canada; and 

Wueneas, Labor, in its numerous organs of 
expression, takes a stand on most social, eco- 
nomic, and political issues confronting the 
American people; and 

Wuereas, Historically, labor’s interest has 
been the extension of democracy, a higher 
standard of living for all the people, and the 
increase and improvement of all educational 
facilities, including libraries; and 

Wuereas, Many libraries have been negli- 
gent in presenting labor’s views to their readers; 
now, therefore, 

Be it resolved, That the Library Unions 
Round Table urge all libraries to recognize the 
major role of labor in American life; to ap- 
preciate the importance of literature dealing 
primarily with the interests of labor; to secure 
trade union and other labor periodicals, pam- 
phlets, and books; to make the contents of 
these publications available by booklists, dis- 
plays, radio broadcasts, forums, and other 
means of library publicity; and to elect at 
least one representative of labor to every library 
board of trustees. 

Speaking on the above resolutions at A.L.A. 
Council meeting Friday morning, June 18, 
L.U.R.T.’s chairman, Adele C. Martin, pointed 
out that the “Resolution on . . . Human Rights” 
emphasized the defeat of the Mundt- Nixon Bill. 
Organized labor believes that passage of the 
Mundt Bill would change our republic to a 
state similar to Germany’s ten years ago. Under 
that government, Germany’s colleges, univer- 
sities, libraries—in fact, her whole cultural life— 
were corrupted and almost destroyed. 

Affirming that many individuals and or- 
ganizations had spoken against this bill, she 
mentioned three Philadelphia papers which 
Ewart Guinier had purchased on his way to 
Atlantic City the previous day, each of which 
contained a letter signed by eight professors 
of the School of Law, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, protesting the passage of the Mundt Bill 
and stating the arguments for its defeat. 
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As for the “Resolution on Presenting Labor’s 
she maintained that the posi- 
tion of organized labor, as expressed in news- 
pamphlets and 
books published by the A.F.L. and C.L0O., is 
very inadequately Tepresented in most of our 
impression, but is 
based on studies analyzing book and periodical 


Point-of-View,” 


papers and other periodicals, 


libraries, This is not an 


collections, the most recent being an article by 


Henry Black published ii in March 1948 in the 
Libraries Lack Labor 
an informal survey of twelve typical 


Library Journal entitled, 
Materials,” 
libraries. 


If, as is stated in A.L.A.’s Four Year Goals, 
of con- 
“traditional ro'e” of 
here is clearly an in- 


information on all sides 
troversial questions” is the 
the American library, 
consistency. 


prt Vv iding 


Our boards of trustees rarely include repre- 


sentatives of organized labor. 

Labor organizations are usually 
from library meeting rooms, she 
citing the « 
directed to 


continued, 


hold an N.L.R.B. election, 
local library. 


ground that this would not be consistent with 


excluded 


‘ase of one union which, having been 
asked 
permission to meet in the assembly room of the 
Permission was refused on the 
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the library’s policies. L.U.R.T.’s members be. 
lieve, she ‘added, that this is not an isolated or 
unusual case. 

She asked the A.L.A. Council to move the 
adoption of these resolutions and to present 
them to the membership at the General Ses. 
sions. 

As in previous years, C.I.O. and AFL, 
leaflets, as well as library union publications, 
were displayed and distributed at L.U.R.T’s 
booth located this year next to the booth of 
the Committee on Intellectual Freedom. 


Officers 

Officers elected for 1948-49 are: 
Benedict Z. Hirsch, Public Library, 
first vice chairman, Adele C. Martin, 
Branch, New York Public Library; second vice 
chairman, Abraham Kalisch, Public Library, 
Boston; secretary-treasurer, Etta Salita, Lake- 
view Branch, Public Library, Chicago. Repre- 
sentatives for associate members: for the U.S.: 
Henry T. Black, Jefferson School of Social Sci- 
ence Library, New York City; for Canada: C. 
K. Morison, Public Library Commission, Vic- 
toria, B.C. 


chairman, 
Chicago; 
Tremont 


Erra Sauita, Secretary-T reasurer 


Committee on Implementation of National Plans 


Edward A. Chapman, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute Library, Troy, N.Y., chairman, Com- 
mittee on Imple mentation of National Plans, 
presented the report of the committee to Coun- 


cil (see pages P-19-20). Mr. Chapman also dis- 
cussed the committee’s proposals at a meeting 
of the Presidents and Editors Round Table 
(see page P-77). 


Board on Personnel Administration 


{n open meeting on salaries was sponsored 
by the Board on Personnel Administration on 
June 16. Edward B. Stanford, University of 
Minnesota, Minneapolis, chairman of the board, 
presided. A panel discussed the topic “Library 
Salaries, Present and Future.” The members 
of the panel were: Emma V. Baldwin, trustee, 
Public Library, Denville, N.J.; Mrs. Loleta 
Dawson Fyan, Michigan State Library, Lan- 
Emerson Greenaway, Enoch Pratt Free 

Library, Baltimore; Edward B. Stanford; and 
cae J. Kroeger, personnel and management 
consultant, San Francisco, who acted as mod- 
erator. 

The work of the board during the past year 
for salary improvement was reviewed briefly. 
The ten points developed by the salary panel 
at the San Francisco Conference as of prim: ary 
importance to the improvement of librarians’ 
salaries were stressed (A.L.A. Bulletin 41:253, 
August 1947). The Atlantic City panel brought 


sing; 


out nine additional points for consideration. 


These findings appear in the article “Library 
Salaries—Present and Future” by Cecelia Ther- 
esa Hoffmann, Public Library, Detroit, in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 42: 314, July-August 1948. 
“Morale—the Key to Dynamic Library Ser 
ice” was the theme of the two-day preconference 
personnel institute and of the daily per 
sonnel clinics sponsored by the board. Louis 
J]. Kroeger acted as leader at all meetings. 
Members of the board, several personnel off- 
and librarians served as co-leaders at the 
various sessions. A brief résumé of these dis- 
cussions is given in the article “Personnel In- 
stitute and Clinic” by Mary Elizabeth Miller, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin 42:315, July-August 1948. 
On Friday evening, June 18, prior to the 
Fourth General Session, the board sponsored a 
film showing on supervision, training on the 
job, and various other aspects of personnel. 
Hazet B. TrimMMERMAN 
Executive Assistant 
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Presidents and Editors Round Table 


HE Presidents and Editors Round Table held 
o open meeting on Wednesday morning, 
June 16, 1948, during the A.L.A. Conference 
at Atlantic City with R. Russell Munn, Public 
Library, Akron, Ohio, chairman, presiding. 
About forty state library association presidents 
and bulletin editors were present. The “Im- 
plementation of the National Plans for Li- 
braries” was the topic of the meeting and the 
Committee on the Implementation of National 
Plans shared in the preparation of the program. 

In the absence of the secretary, Mrs. Eliza- 
beth H. Morton, the minutes of the 1948 Mid- 


winter Conference meeting were read by 
Eleanor M. Peterson, Indiana State Library, 
Indianapolis. 


Francis R. St. John, chairman, Joint Commit- 
tee on Library Work as a Career, reported 
briefly on the progress of that committee. 
Recognizing the importance of recruiting at 
the state level, the committee has enlarged its 
membership to include representatives from 
state associations. Mr. St. John urged that 
state associations send reports of their recruit- 
ing activities to the committee which will act as 
a clearing house for information about the re- 
cruiting programs of various groups. Reports 
may be sent directly to Mr. St. John, Room 
4235, Munitions Building, Washington, D.C. 

Announcements were made regarding pre- 
liminary plans for the 1949 regional A.L.A. 
conferences. Representatives from different re- 
gions were asked to meet informally during the 
week to appoint working committees which 
would set up machinery for conference plan- 
ning. 

Mr. Munn introduced Edward A. Chapman, 
chairman, Committee on the Implementation of 
National Plans, who talked on the committee’s 
proposals for the utilization of the plans in 
federal, state, and local planning for all types 
of libraries. The formation of state planning 
and implementation committees is, he said, the 
first step toward concerted action. It is rec- 
ommended that these committees be composed 
of: (1) citizen leadership of an over-all charac- 
ter, unhampered by special interests; (2) rep- 


resentatives of child and adult interests at the 
state level; (3) experts in sociology, law, educa- 
tion, public relations; (4) library consultants. 

Six fundamental elements of committee op- 
eration which might set the pattern for local 
action are; (1) the preparation of a directory of 
all state organizations and offices with outlying 
units; (2) a study of the objectives and opera- 
tions of these organizations; (3) a survey of 
statewide library service; (4) a system of con- 
tinuous communication with community leaders 
and librarians; (5) the maintenance of a con- 
tinuous statewide publicity program; (6) the 
organization of citizens on a statewide basis. 

Mr. Chapman emphasized the educational 
function of the library as the nucleus of state 
planning activities and of local library develop- 
ment. In view of the widespread interest in 
education and educational facilities, the library 
may, by directing its services toward schools, 
adult education groups, and other community 
educational and informational activities, obtain 
the articulate support of community leaders, or- 
ganizations, and public offices. Success in li- 
brary planning hinges upon citizen participa- 
tion in a program of library service which can 
be identified as essential to the life and progress 
of every community. 

During the discussion which followed Mr. 
Chapman’s talk, attention was called to ways 
in which state associations might adapt the 
committee’s principles to local conditions. 


Officers 

Mr. Munn read the Nominating Committee’s 
report presenting a slate of officers for the com- 
ing year. The report was accepted unanimously 
and these officers will serve for 1948-49: chair- 
man, Donald E. Strout, University of Denver 
Libraries, Denver, Colo.; vice chairman, Ruth 
W. Gregory, Public Library, Waukegan, IIL; 
secretary, Eleanor M. Peterson, Indiana State 
Library, Indianapolis. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


ELEANOR M. PETERSON 
Secretary Pro Tem 


Projected Books Committee 


Pride in a job well begun, anxiety to do 
better, and some comprehension of the mag- 
nitude of the task ahead—these were elements 
of the formal address and panel discussion 
which made up the program at Atlantic City 
arranged by the A.L.A.’s Committee on Pro- 
jected Books in a joint meeting with the Hospi- 
tal Libraries Division, on June 16. : 


Lee A. White, director, Public Relations, the 
Detroit News, and administrator of its 25,000- 
volume special library, traced the progress made 
in the installation of ceiling projectors in Ameri- 
can libraries for loan to home-bound, bedridden 
citizens, during the 18 months since service 
was initiated by the Detroit Public Library. 
The Detroit News, which originated the idea 
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and gave the two projectors with which the seeing that a lagging interest did not follow an 
experiment in community service was conducted __ initial enthusiasm, and that a sensible balance 
successfully, raised a fund of more than $11,000 was maintained between the supply of projec- 
in public contributions in 10 months. With tion equipment and the need and demand de. 


this money, 86 instruments were purchased, 52 veloped through publicity. Education of the 
for the Detroit Public L ibrary, 11 for the Wayne public to the device (which was characttrized 
County Library in Detroit, and 23 for libraries ‘as “a window opened upon the world” for de. 


and other institutions in suburban and nearby spairing shut-ins), and systematic efforts to dis. 
towns of Michigan. In the enterprise, as it cover cases requiring or profiting by the 
progressed, material aid was given by a score projectors, were among other phases of the 
of local Lions Clubs, not only in fund- -raising, problem discussed. 
but in assistance to libraries in adequately serv- Where equipment was idle for lack of bor. 
icing borrowers of the machines. rowers, it was agreed that enterprise, zeal, and 
Profiting by the experience of Detroit and  well-devised publicity would disclose an un- 
other cities, comparable or even better results satisfied need. Indeed, the greater difficulty 
might be hoped for elsewhere, Mr. White feit was likely to be an excess of demand, and the 
sure. He pointed out that 78 libraries in 21 consequent necessity of depriving patients of 


states already had 398 projectors, and reason- the use of projectors in order that others might 
ably adequate collections of film-books avail- be served. It was logical, Mr. White argued, 
able to their “shut-in’ patrons. At the same _ that the loan of books-on-film should be limited 
time, more than 100 communities had develop- as to time, but that the projectors should be 
ment of the service under consideration. Satis- continuously availab'e as long as the condition 


fying as the record was, however, he computed of a shut-in required their use for comfortable 
the ground gained in the first year as slightly reading. For the present, this had to be viewed 
over 1 per cent of the library systems in the as an ideal toward which to strive. 


country; the film-book needs as but 1 per cent A new model of the ceiling projector, simpli- 
supplied; and the projectors in libraries not fied in mechanism, was demonstrated at the 
more than 2% per cent of minimum require- meeting, over which Irving Lieberman, chair- 
ments of cities having populations above 5000. man, A.L.A. committee, presided. Those in- 


In the panel discussion which followed, stress cluded in the panel, all experienced in the 
was put upon the opportunity afforded libraries, | development of projected books programs, were: 
not only to broaden their service, but also to Mrs. Mary Dearing, Audio-Visual Division, 


improve their public relations, through coopera- Public Library, Detroit; Eugene B. Power, 
tive endeavor involving the press and social- president, Projected Books, Inc.; Alma E. 
minded organizations of the community. Schulze, Branch Library and Extension De- 


Whatever added burdens there might be (and partment, Public Library, Cincinnati; Margaret 
some thought them slight), the benefits were Kinney, Veterans Administration Hospital Li- 
believed to be a complete justification. brary, Bronx, N.Y. 

The larger problem, Mr. White thought, was InviING LIEBERMAN, Chairman 


Committee on Public Documents 


On Tuesday, June 15, the committee con- in two parts, the first half devoted to U. S. 
ducted a methods clinic patterned somewhat government publications and the second haf 
after the “Information Please” radio program. to those of the United Nations. 

The chairman acted as moderator, and the During the first half of the program papers 
panel of experts was as follows: Mrs. Violet A. were presented as follows: (1) “The Years 
Cabeen, United Nations Library; Mrs. Eliza- | Work and the Future of the Document Expedit- 
beth Quier, Pratt Institute Library School, ing Project,” by Homer Halvorson, Johns Hop- 
Brooklyn; Mrs. Caroline Righter, New York kins University Library, Baltimore; (2) “Sum- 
Public Library; Evelyn E. Huston, California mary of Findings of the Superintendent of 
State Library, Sacramento; Jean Macalister, Documents Questionnaire to Depository Li- 
Columbia University Library, New York City; _ braries,” by R. B. Eastin, Assistant Superin- 
Mrs. Jane Secor, Denison University Library, tendent of Documents; (3) “Recent Relations 


Granville, Ohio. between the Superintendent of Documents and 
Questions asked of the experts were grouped the Committee on Public Documents,” by 

into four categories: (1) acquisition and selec- Jerome K. Wilcox, chairman, A.L.A. Commit- 

tion; (2) classification; (3) cataloging; (4) refer- tee on Public Documents. 

ence use. In all probability these papers will be pub- 


On Wednesday, June 16, the program was lished in entirety either in the Library Journal 
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or College and Research Libraries. 

The second half of the program, that de- 
voted to United Nations publications, was con- 
ducted under the general direction of Carl H. 
Milam, new director, United Nations Library. 
Mr. Milam and his staff composed of Harry N. 
M. Winton, Edouard Reitman, and Mrs. Violet 


A. Cabeen, presented the new program concern- 
ing the distribution and sale of United Nations 
publications, and gave considerable information 
regarding the forthcoming checklist of United 
Nations documents. 


Jerome K. Wixcox, Chairman 


Public Relations Committee 


The A.L.A. Public Relations Committee held 
an open meeting on Wednesday, June 16, at 
the A.L.A. Conference at Atlantic City. Dr. 
Benjamin Fine, education director, New York 
Times, spoke on library publicity and presented 
the John Cotton Dana Publicity Awards to 
representatives of the winning libraries. 

Dr. Fine stressed the sound program of public 
relations needed by libraries to promote lay 
understanding. He told the audience that 
newspapermen judge the merits of a library 
release on its (a) importance; (b) signifiance; 
(c) timeliness: (d) interest; (e) the style in 
which it is written. 

Dr. Fine told librarians that a knowledge 
of press techniques and the ability to cooperate 
with editors are all important in obtaining good 


Religious Books 


An enthusiastic assemblage attended the Re- 
ligious Books Round Table meeting at the 
Atlantic City A.L.A. Conference at Convention 
Hall, on June 15. In the absence of the chair- 
man, Mrs. Dorothy F. Vetter, Starr King School 
for the Ministry, Berkeley, Calif., Jannette E. 
Newhall, Andover-Harvard Theological Li- 
brary, Cambridge, Mass., was the capable 
chairman. Lena B. Nofcier, Asbury Theologi- 
cal Seminary Library, Wilmore, Ky., gave an 
account of the work that has been done during 
the past year on the “Indexing of Religious 
Periodical Literature” project started before 
the San Francisco A.L.A. Conference in 1947. 
It was suggested that the new executive board 
of the Religious Books Round Table keep in 
touch with the work of this committee. 

The principal speaker of the evening was 
Paul Gratke, book selection and order depart- 
ment, Public Library, Milwaukee, Wis., who 
spoke on “Public Library Responsibility to the 
Community to Provide and Service Religious 
Literature.” Mr. Gratke presented his paper in 


publicity for the library. In general, Dr. Fine 
told the audience, library topics which have 
made the New York Times in greatest frequency 
are: annual reports, conferences, meetings, elec- 
tion of trustees, gifts, new books, human in- 
terest stories, and deaths. 

This year marked the first presentation of the 
John Cotton Dana Awards at an “open meet- 
ing” rather than a General Session. The en- 
thusiastic response of the audience indicated 
that this precedent will be followed in the 
future. 

Entries in the John Cotton Dana Awards 
contest have tripled since its inauguration three 
years ago. 


Haroip L. HAMiI.i, Chairman 


Round Table 


a most interesting manner. He explained how 
the department of religion was founded at the 
Milwaukee Public Library, how this depart- 
ment functions, and the fine public relations 
contacts that were established through the 
efforts of this department. 

The presence of the Classified Catalog of 
Selected Religious Books for Protestant Readers 
at the Religious Books Round Table exhibit at 
the Atlantic City Conference raised the ques- 
tion of the use of the list of one of the major 
faiths without similar lists from the others. It 
was the sense of the meeting that unified lists 
of religious books, without designation of faith, 
were preferable, and that the Religious Books 
Round Table should encourage these. 

The officers for 1948-49 are: chairman, Con- 
stance Ewing, circulation department, Library 
Association, Portland, Ore.; secretary-treasurer, 
Ellen Walsh, circulation department, Public 
Library, Seattle, Wash. 


Inez C. Aver, Secretary-Treasurer 


Serials Round Table 


The summer meeting of the Serials Round 
Table was held on Friday, June 18, in Conven- 
tion Hall with Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham, 
School of Medicine Library, Vanderbilt Uni- 





versity, Nashvil'e, Tenn., presiding in the ab- 
sence of the chairman, Mrs. Dorothy Besuden 
Keller, University of California Library, 
Berkeley. The abstracted minutes of the mid- 
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winter meeting were read by the secretary and 
approved. 

The chairman then introduced the first 
speaker, Ralph H. Parker, University of Mis- 
souri Library, Columbia, who presented a paper 
entitled “Administration of Serials Rec- 
ords.”” 


Mr. Parker's Paper® 

Serials seem to be the “bogey-men” of the 
library. How often we hear expressions of 
ignorance, fear, or dislike of serials work by 
librarians. How common is the situation in 
libraries where the serials records are con- 
fused, inaccurate, or even almost nonexistent! 
Yet if one takes the time to analyze the prob- 
lems relating to serials, there is nothing esoteric 
about them. 

We need only divide publications into those 
that are published at one time, and those that 
appear in parts over a period of time. These 
serially published works may be classified by: 
(1) duration; (2) schedule of publication; (3) 
type of publishing authority; (4) the nature of 
its contents; (5) mode of making payment; 
(6) the nature of binding; (7) and finally, by 
the treatment accorded them in the library. 
These, then, are the characteristics of publica- 
tions issued in parts. Nowhere does it really 
matter whether a periodical is a publication 
with a distinctive title appearing quarterly or 
more often, or whether a journal is issued by 
a scholarly society, or whether an annual re- 
port is a serial or a continuation. When we 
wipe away these confusing distinctions, and 
apply our technique to the significant factors, 
the serial has been conquered. 

One of the newer developments in adminis- 
tration is the creation of serials departments, 
which parallel the older acquisition and catalog 
departments, to coordinate the work of adding 
serials. Such a department has the advantage 
of bringing under a staff equipped to handle 
this difficult material all phases of the work. 
What are the essentials of serials records? First, 
it is the existence of payment records, or the 
equivalent for gifts and exchanges; second, it is 
the record of receipts and of holdings; third, it 
is the record of preparation for binding; and 
fourth, but pervading all, it is the ability to 
assure that all operations are performed ac- 
cording to a predetermined schedule. 

In a library with a serials department, the 
records develop as: (1) A record of financial 
payments. It should indicate payments made, 
together with necessary accounting detail, and 
whether payments are advance or on receipt, to 
simplify clearance of bills. (2) A record of bind- 
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ing. This can be combined with other records 
if so desired; but essentially, it must provide a 
procedure for recording charges to the bindery 
and for securing uniformity in the binding of 3 
given set. (3) A serials catalog. This Load 
be an official catalog, with full entries and 
complete tracings, and a complete record of 
holdings including accession numbers if used, 

As here described, a new subscription jis 
placed by the order department, the issues go 
to the serials department, are cataloged and 
sent for revision only to the catalog department, 
After this first volume has been processed, it 
is not necessary for either the order or catalog 
departments to handle future issues. It is 
customary to use a visible checking record, 
which supplements the serials onli into 
which current receipts of materials will be re- 
corded. The chief purpose of this current file 
is to assure prompt and complete receipt of 
issues. Too often the visible file is not used 
effectively and is more of a nuisance than an 
aid. To be effective it must be used with 
proper visible signals. If they are not used, a 
standard card file is cheaper, more compact, 
easier to manipulate, and just as easy to con- 
sult. 

There are in general three types of these files; 
the first is commonly referred to as the Kardex. 
It needs no description. A second type consists 
of cards setting in trays which have ridges 
running longitudinally along the bottom. The 
cards, which are narrower than the trays, are 
notched to fit the ridges. “A third type is that 
of the Wheeledex Cardineer. Cards with 
notched holes are mounted over a rod on a 
wheel so that in effect there is created a card 
tray around the circumference of the wheel. 

Since the ability to “police” serials activities 
is important, mechanical procedures are ap- 
plicable in large libraries. Methods of as- 
suring receipt o materials, of making payments 
on schedule, and of binding material in an or- 
derly fashion must be provided. Two systems 
of doing these things are available. The one 
to use depends on size of the library and the 
relationship of serials to other mechanized 
operations. The first is the notched card, the 
McBee Key Sort. In this system, records are 
on cards which have a series of holes along 
the perimeter. A notch is cut to indicate a 
certain characteristic or situation, so that when 
a needle is passed through the holes in one 
position in the cards, those which have been 
notched will drop out. The other system is 
through the use of punched card record, either 
I.B.M. or Remington Rand. These cards, used 
to actuate power-driven machines, are capable 
of recording almost any type of classified in- 
formation, and may be manipulated at high 
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speed by machine. They may be sorted, filed, 
or reproduced, and used to actuate machines to 
count, total, and print the information re- 
corded in them as holes. Thus, they are capa- 
ble of doing everything done with McBee cards, 
plus an unlimited number of other things. 

Let us, then, describe a hypothetical in- 
stallation using punched cards for serials rec- 
ords. There will probably be, first, an inventory 
record of completed volumes, which will be 
used for statistical purposes, and for prepara- 
tion of serials checklists for publication or 
wide distribution. Second, there will be a 
financial or subscription record, which will 
show for each title the source, destination of 
copies, account, cost, expiration date, frequency, 
and other items desired, such as whether the 
set is to be bound. The third file on punched 
cards would be a binding control file. A fourth 
file might well replace the usual visible current 
checking records. 

The cards can be used to prepare lists of 
current receipts, to analyze delivery of various 
titles, to assure that the payment records and 
subscription records are in agreement, and to 
assure that all serials are being bound. This, 
then, is one way in which serials records may be 
mechanized. It is not the only way. The 
limitations on procedures are dictated only by 
the problems which exist in a particular library, 
and by the ingenuity of the librarian in charge 
of the operations. 

° o 2 

The next speaker introduced by the chair- 
man was Wyllis E. Wright, Williams College 
Library, Williamstown, Mass., who discussed 
with the audience the question, “Union List of 
Serials, Third Edition or Third Supplement?” 
Questions presented by Mr. Wright related to 
what should be included in the next publica- 
tion, when it should be published, and how 
it can be financed. He stated that libraries will 
be circularized by the committee on these and 
other questions. Methods of arrangement not 
yet decided upon include arrangement by sub- 
ject, by form, by language or alphabetically, 
which is the present preference of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Shively’s Paper® 

The paper by John R. Shively, Japanese Sec- 
tion, Division of Orientalia, Library of Con- 
gress, entitled “Japanese Publications” was read 
by George A. Schwegmann, Jr.: 

The most serious limitation on publication in 
Japan at present is the acute shortage of pa- 
per, and there is no solution in sight. Before 
the war approximately half of the woodpulp 
used in the manufacture of paper came from 
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the Island of Karafuto (Saghalien). Russia 
now occupies this island, and the supply of 
pulp from this source is cut off completely. 
No substitute domestic source exists. Imports 
are out of the question for some time to come, 
for what little foreign credit Japan is able to 
acquire must be used for equipment and com- 
modities. 

Other limitations, though less serious, con- 
tribute to the difficulties of the industry. Print- 
ing plants and binderies suffered destruction 
in the wartime devastation of Japan’s principal 
cities, and replacements are not available. 
Costs, particularly labor costs, have risen tre- 
mendously during the postwar inflation. 

As a result of these limitations, all editions 
are quite small, and the circulation of periodi- 
cals has been correspondingly curtailed. Aca- 
demic journals and the publications of scientific 
societies have been particularly hard hit by 
shortages. The authorities responsible for the 
rationing of existing paper supplies have been 
justifiably more interested in newspapers and 
popular magazines as the media of mass infor- 
mation most useful in the re-education of the 
Japanese people. Consequently, many of 
the periodical titles familiar to librarians in the 
United States have appeared only intermittently 
or have disappeared entirely for the time being. 
Most have made an effort to publish an issue 
whenever paper could be obtained in one way 
or another, but the results have been very 
irregular and undependable. 

The most promising procedure for the pro- 
curement of publications from Japan at the 
present time seems to be through direct ex- 
change with the issuing institution. The inter- 
national mails have been open since February 
26 for printed matter leaving Japan for foreign 
addresses. Since May 1, it has been possible to 
address printed matter directly to Japanese in- 
dividuals and institutions at the usual inter- 
national postage rates for printed matter. It 
is no longer necessary to send printed matter 
through the Civil Information and Education 
Section bottle-neck, or to have Japanese mat- 
ter cleared by that office before it can leave 
Japan. 

There still remain, however, restrictions on 
the transfer of funds. This makes it impos- 
sible to place subscriptions directly for Japanese 
periodicals, or to purchase Japanese items di- 
rectly from publishers or dealers in Japan. The 
absence of a realistic exchange rate between 
the yen and the dollar makes it unprofitable to 
depend upon a friendly agent in Japan to pur- 
chase for institutions in this country. 

Much more satisfactory prices can be ob- 
tained by dealing through the established pro- 
cedures for Japan’s foreign trade. This involves 
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sending an order or a want-list to the Director 
General, Board of Trade, Ministry of Com- 
merce and Industry, Tokyo, Japan, who will 
forward the order to a suitable agent for as- 
sembling the required materials. A contract is 
then prepared between the board of trade and 
the purchaser, which will include a “fair dollar 
price,” which must be approved by the Foreign 
Trade Division, General Headquarters, Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers. This price 
is determined by a consideration of prewar 
prices and current world prices, with little or 
no regard to the yen price asked by the sup- 
plier. A less complicated procedure preferable 
for small orders is to place the order with one 
of the foreign traders who has already visited 
Japan and established agents there. 

The complicated procedures, expense, and 
uncertainty of obtaining Japanese materials by 
purchase again point to the advantages of ex- 
change as the most promising method of 
procurement. Japanese libraries and other insti- 
tutions are starved for American materials, hav- 
ing had no opportunity to acquire any since 
1941. Present restrictions on the transfer of 
funds make it impossible for them to arrange to 
purchase such materials. The generous gifts 
made by the American Library Association, the 
Rockefeller Foundation, and the gift publica- 
tions program of the United States Army have 
been very much appreciated, but have only 
scratched the surface in attempting to make 
the results of American scholarship of the last 
seven years available to Japanese students. 
Japanese institutions will respond with eager- 
ness to any exchange propositions made from 
the United States. [The author cited a list of 
23 suggested contacts for exchanges. ] 


° o e 


The next speaker introduced by the chair- 
man was Thomas P. Fleming, Columbia Uni- 
versity Libraries, who spoke on “What War 
Issues Skolt We Reproduce?” He mentioned 
the studies by committees now working to de- 
termine what issues are needed. The methods 
of reproduction and prices will depend upon the 
findings of these committees. 


Mrs. Cowles’ 


Mrs. Barbara Cowles, chairman, Committee 
on Indexing and Abstracting Services, Serials 
Round Table, presented the report of this 
committee for 1947-48: 

At the San Francisco Conference in 1947, 
this committee presented a report comprising a 
ten-year historical summary of the activities 
various committees which 
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have been interested in the problems of jn. 
dexing and abstracting in the major fields of 
research, The significant recommendation of 
all these committees has been that there should 
be some universal, cooperative approach to, 
and solution of the problems of duplication, 
lack of coverage and financial support which 
the present and the prewar picture presented, 

Acting on behalf of the American Council of 
Learned Societies, Dr. Charles W. David, Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, attended 
the 16th annual conference on documentation 
of the Fédération Internationale de Documenta- 
tion at Paris, Nov. 4-9, 1946. At this confer. 
ence committees were appointed to study Vari- 
ous problems which affect library work in many 
aspects, including one to study the coordina- 
tion of abstracting journals. ~ 

The appearance of several new abstracting 
journals in the early postwar period caused the 
British Medical Association to suggest to 
UNESCO that a conference be arranged be- 
tween British and Dutch abstracting services, 
and several very informal meetings took place 
between them in 1946. Early in 1947 the Na- 
tional Research Council’s Commission on 
UNESCO and ‘the Medical Library Association's 
Committee on a Coordinated Abstracting Serv- 
ice for Clinical Medicine urged UNESCO to in- 
terest itself in the abstracting problem. 

Later Dr. David attended the 17th confer- 
ence of the documentation section of the 
Fédération Internationale de Documentation. 
Here he represented the American Documenta- 
tion Institute as well as the International Rela- 
tions Board of the American Library Associa- 
tion. Through the judicious use of a letter 
written by Dr. John B. Flynn, Biological Ab- 
stracts, he continued to interest the group in 
the indexing and abstracting services and the 
problems they present. 

As a result of all of these activities, UNESCO 
invited, in July 1947, some of those interested to 
a conference in Paris in October 1947, to con- 
sider abstracting in the fields of medicine and 
the biological sciences. This conference was at- 
tended by Dr. John B. Flynn and Mrs. Eileen 
R. Cunningham, Vanderbilt University, Medi- 
cal School Library. 

For well-written and concise reports of the 
background which underlay the calling of this 
conference, I refer you to Dr. David's paper 
in College and Research Libraries, April 1948, 
and to various accounts in the British Medical 
Journal for October 1947, Science for Decem- 
ber 1947, and the Bulletin of the Medical Li- 
brary Association for January 1948. More up- 
to-date reports of the proceedings will appear 
shortly in the two last named journals. 

A Coordinating Council for the Medical and 
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Biological Sciences has now been established in 
the Natural Sciences Section of UNESCO, and 
held its first meeting in Paris in April 1948. 
This was followed by a conference on the ab- 
stracting of literature in all the sciences. This 
conference planned an agenda for a larger 
international conference on abstracting to be 


called by UNESCO in the spring of 1949. In 


‘addition to Dr. Flynn and Mrs. Cunningham, 


Dr. E. J: Crane, Chemical Abstracts, also at- 
tended this 1948 conference. The World 
Health Organization had a representative at 
the meeting and has been asked, together with 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, to act as co-sponsor with 
UNESCO for the abstracting committee. 

UNESCO, following its policy of working 
through existing organizations, invited the 
Fédération Internationale de Documentation to 
participate in these conferences, and gave this 
group a sum of money to aid in compiling a 
comprehensive list of ‘daiiie services, the 
first draft of which was presented to the confer- 
ence and has now been sent to several selected 
subject libraries for additions and corrections. 

In addition, UNESCO made a grant to the 
Library of Congress to study the problems of 
unifying world bibliography, and George 
Schwegmann, Jr., went to Europe in May 1948, 
to survey the situation. 


Results of Committee Activities 

Through the activities of the Committee on 
Abstracting of Medical and Biological Sciences 
now functioning under the Natural Sciences 
Section of UNESCO, certain practical results 
have been achieved. The various abstracting 
services have begun to exchange information 
and abstracts. Excerpta Medica, the new ab- 
stracting service published in Holland in Eng- 
lish, has taken steps to become a nonprofit or- 
ganization similar to Biological Abstracts and 
Chemical Abstracts. It is planning to issue a 
consolidated master edition as well as se parate 
sections beginning in 1949. Plans have not 
been entirely comple ted but somewhat the same 
format of Chemical Abstracts is contemplated 
as the objective for this service, with a single 
index, although not a single alphabetical index. 
In the fall of 1947, after consultation with 
members of the Coordinating Committee, Ex- 
erpta Medica offered a discount price of 
$250.00 for the master edition if 200 subsc ‘rip- 
tions to all the sections were placed by Ameri- 
can libraries. This was a substantial reduction 
from the list price of $342.50. Further dis- 
counts were to be available if more subscrip- 
tions could be obtained. It soon became evi- 
dent that not even 200 American libraries could 
afford the master edition, but the publishers 
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generously agreed to let the offer stand for all 
master subscriptions; this was made _ possible 
through the kindness of their American agents, 
Williams and Wilkins, who were willing to 
share the agent’s fee in these cases. Discounts 
of a comparable amount are also being granted 
in other countries. 

What is significant about all this activity is, 
that the problem is no longer merely the con- 
cern of the library profession, but that the 
learned world in general as well as the pub- 
lishers are acutely aware of the necessity for a 
genuine and realistic solution to the problems 
of duplication and the necessity for group action 
in solving the vexing problems that these serv- 
ices present. 


o ° Qo 


The chairman called on Mr. Schwegmann 
who reported on his recent European trip in 
the interest of the UNESCO—Library of Con- 
gress Bibliographical Project. A resolution was 
adopted by the Serials Round Table to be 
transmitted to the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, asking it 
to continue its interest and aid toward solving 
problems concerned with better bibliographical 
services including indexing and abstracting on a 
truly international basis. 


Report on Standardization of Data 


The report of the Committee on Standardiza- 
tion of Reference Data for Periodicals was sub- 
mitted by Jane Ganfield for the chairman, Mrs. 
Lucy Kepler Rumble. The committee reports 
progress in investigation of periodicals and in 
organization of subcommittees. In addition to 
letters sent to established journals, copies of the 
Standards have been given to editors of several 
new periodicals, some in the process of organi- 
zation. The editors have expressed their ap- 
preciation because of the help and suggestions 
in the Standards. 


Officers Elected 


The report of the Nominating Committee, 
Frances Warner, chairman, was read by the 
secretary and accepted. Officers for the two- 
year period, 1948-50 are as follows: chairman, 
Harry T. Dewey, John Crerar Library, Chicago; 
secretary-treasurer, Jane Ganfield, Purdue Uni- 
versity Libraries, Lafayette, Ind.; members of 
the executive board: Evelyn Wimersberger, 
Iowa State College Library, Ames; Helen Grant 
Cushing, Public Library, New York; Mrs. Doro- 
thy Besuden Keller, University of California 

Library, Berkeley. 

EvELYN WIm™MeEnrsBERGER, Secretary-Treasurer 
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Staff Organizations Round Table 


The Staff Organizations Round Table held 
two meetings during the Atlantic City Confer- 
ence. The first was devoted to a discussion of 
the powers and prerogatives of the Staff Or- 
ganization. It was called to order by the 
chairman, Edna Thayer, Public Library, Provi- 
dence, R.I., on June ‘15. The first speaker was 
Eloise Fisher, vice president, Chattanooga Pub- 
lic Library Staff Association, who read a paper, 

“A Small Staff Association Measures its Worth.” 


Miss Fisher's Paper’ 

What a staff association can accomplish de- 
pends almost entirely upon the vision, di- 
plomacy, and perseverance of its members. The 
ease or difficulty with which the group’s ob- 
jectives are attained is influenced by the per- 
sonality of the librarian and the attitude of 
the board toward the librarian. 

The Chattanooga Public Library Staff Asso- 
ciation was organized in 1942, and in the first 
year of our existence we accomplished enough 
to convince ourselves that organized effort can 
be effective. Our first two big projects, a pen- 
sion plan and increases in salary, met with suc- 
cess; both of these projects had the support of 
the administrator. 

The next project which met with success was 
one in opposition to the plans of the administra- 
tor. Based on a survey made by state school 
library officials, the librarian proposed changes 
in plans for county library service which the 
staff association thought inadvisable at the time. 
Therefore, we studied the proposed plan and 
assembled a report showing our objections and 
offering counter recommendations. When sub- 
mitted to the board of directors, the associa- 
tion’s plan was accepted. 

Our most explosive undertaking was a case 
of inequity. Shortly after the war, when we 
were barely eking out an existence, an untrained 
and inexperienced college graduate was em- 
ployed as a section head at the maximum 
salary paid department heads, who had both 
training and fifteen or more years of e xperience. 
When this situation became known our in- 
dignation hit an all-time high. Naturally the 
staff association protested first to the adminis- 
trator and then to the board that the policy was 
unfair and that other salaries should be raised 
in proportion. The appointee was aware of our 
action. A chart was made showing position, 
education, years of experience, and salary of 
the professional staff. When this was presented 
to the board they realized for the first time, we 
believe, the over-all picture of staff salaries and 
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the inequality incurred by the appointment in 
question. The board replied that payment of 
such a salary was necessary to fill the position 
and that recommendations for raising salaries 
would be considered in the next year’s budget. 
Therefore we concentrated on making a classi- 
fication and pay plan which we expected to be 
adopted. 

Meanwhile, there was a change in administra- 
tor. The new librarian, who realized the need 
for a pay scale and increased salaries, worked 
with the committee on the final draft. The 
board adopted the association’s plan. 

In April 1947 a recommendation for longer 
vacations was submitted to the board through 
the librarian.* Then appropriation difficulties 
arose. The staff association thought it unwise 
to press the vacation plan while more impor- 
tant business was being considered. The most 
recent action on the matter was the approval 
this April of part of our recommendation— 
namely, vacations of one month for professional 
staff members, effective in 1949, if appropria- 
tion requests are granted. 

Emphasis on professional growth is a major 
function of our association. We stress it at 
meetings by encouraging membership and 
participation in library organizations; by dis- 
cussing professional literature; by trying to give 
the new and inexperienced staff members a 
view of the library as a whole of which each 
person is a vital part. Our opinions about poli- 
cies and changes in routines have been con- 
veyed to the librarian in an informal way. 

At the time of our organization during the 
war we gave little thought to social activities, 
and we have had only a few such activities until 
now. These, however, have convinced us that 
informal parties contribute toward good feeling. 
We plan to have more of them so that we can 
get acquainted in a way not possible during 
working hours. 

All staff members except the librarian may 
belong to our organization, which meets regu- 
larly every two ‘months and more frequently 
if necessary. In the letter of invitation sent to 
new staff members, we express our belief that 
the effectiveness of our organization lies in the 
strength of its membership. Affiliation through- 
out the six years of the group’s existence has 
been one hundred per cent. 

We have tried to measure the effectiveness 
of our staff organization by relating in detail 
its history. Our purpose in organizing was “to 
work for the greater welfare of the Chattanooga 
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Public Library, to raise the professional stand- 
ards of the staff, and to better the working 
conditions of the staff.” Although there have 
been times when we were discouraged and 
when some projects dragged over a Cas pe- 
riod, with one exception, we have seen our 
plans reach a satisfactory conclusion. If we, 
as an association, have achieved any suc- 
cess, we believe it is because we have kept 
uppermost in our minds the over-all picture of 
the library’s betterment. 


Miss Fitch’s Paper 

Viola Katheryn Fitch, School of Library 
Service Library, Columbia University, and 
former member of the Wayne County Library 
Employee's Union, Local 771, A.F.S.C. & M.E., 
spoke on “The Place of Organized Labor in the 
Library Field.” 

In 1919, Dr. George Bowerman wrote: “The 
union is simply, through another channel of 
influence, trying to accomplish the very things 
for which the trustees and librarian have been 
striving by means of official representation. If 
possible, it has made the members of the staff 
more sympathetic than ever with the admini- 
stration through better appreciation of the diffi- 
culties which must be met.” 

Twenty-nine years have passed since Dr. 
Bowerman’s statement, and still library unions 
have very little status at a time when many 
fields of employment are well organized. In 
fairness to all concerned, the prevailing atti- 
tude of library administrators and boards can- 
not be considered the primary reason for the 
lack of library unions. The majority of li- 
brarians are not union minded. As one writer 
has said, “Professional pride in creative work, 
in the esteem of colleagues and the pleasure 
of congenial associations on the job have 
blinded professional workers to their inadequate 
salaries, and have been accepted in lieu of 
just compensation.” 

This statement was made in 1944. Today 
probably because of the high cost of living, 
one can hear librarians remark when library 
unions are mentioned, “I don’t know whether 
they are the answer or not, but certainly some- 
thing has to be done.” ; 

This feeling comes, not only from a personal 
concern as to how the individual is to pay his 
bills, but also from a concern for the program 
of the institution for which he works. The pro- 
gram of public libraries is handicapped because 
of a lack of personnel. 

Dr. Berelson performed the good service of 
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gathering together the information about li- 
brary unions as of 1939. It is well to consider 
his comprehensive article.‘ 

Five library unions recently organized have 
furnished information in answer to a question- 
naire sent to them by the speaker. The names 
of these unions are: Wayne County Library 
Employees, Local 771, American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees 
(A.F. of L.), organized in August 1943; Boston 
Public Library, Local 731, A.F.C. & M.E., or- 
ganized in June 1944; London Employees’ As- 
sociation, #217, Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada (A.F. of L.), organized November 1945; 
Minneapolis Public Library, Chapter 11, Local 
9, A.F.C. & M.E., organized in 1946; Newark, 
N.J., Public Library Employees, Local 346, 
A.F.C. & ME., organized in February 1947. 

One of the first concerns of the question- 
naire was the composition of the membership of 
each local. Considering each staff as a whole, 
the estimated percentage of membership in the 
unions varies from eight to seventy. The pro- 
fessional membership varies from thirty-four to 
sixty-nine, and the clerical from nine to thirty 
per cent. Membership in the unions from the 
custodial force varies from seventeen to thirty- 
five per cent, with one union reporting a sepa- 
rate organization of the building force. 

What influences library union organization? 
According to the questionnaire, the following 
reasons have been effective: need on the part 
of staff to secure salary increases, internal staff 
dissatisfaction with personnel matters other 
than salary, strong leadership by union-con- 
scious staff members, contact by professional 
union organizers, and recognition by the li- 
brary staff of the advantages of becoming a 
part of the employee organization which had 
been responsible for obtaining some of the 
changes from which they in the past had also 
benefited. 

The five unions answering the questionnaire 
checked the following chafiges as the result of 
union programs: salary increases, better pen- 
sions, group life insurance, five-day work week, 
improvement in staff morale, better vacation al- 
lowance, more staff participation in planning 
policies, and better understanding between ad- 
ministration and the staff. 

An outstanding example of union initiative 
and cooperation is reported by the president 
of the Boston Public Library Local. This 
union, recognizing that only through the 
greater taxing power of the state, could the 
growing need for increases in librarians’ salaries 
be met, introduced a library state-aid bill in the 
Massachusetts legislature in January 1947. As 


* Bereleon, Bernard. “‘Library Unionization.”” Library Quar- 
terly 9:477-510, October 1939. 





P-86 


a result of this action on the part of the union, 
and the activity of the Director of the Boston 
Public Library, a Conference for State Aid 
for Massachusetts has been established. 

The London Employees Association also re- 
ports a successful salary campaign, and the 
Minneapolis Public Libr: iry Employees ee 
was active in the job analysis of the work « 
the professional _ staff which resulted in a 
greatly improved salary schedule. 

Feelings of librarians who are or have been 
members of library unions are expressed in the 
following quot ition: “Our union has been suc- 
‘and I do not see why other libraries 
could not do as well. We are convinced that 
we have done no harm to the library, the 
administration or ourselves, and certainly the 
old feeling of pulling away from each other r, and 
of separate interests has been replaced by unity 
and better coordination.” 


cessful, 


Mr. Greenaway’s Paper® 

Emerson Greenaway, Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary, - Baltimore, prese nted the administrator’s 
point of view of “The Legitimate Functions of 
a Staff Association.” He introduced the sub- 
ject by outlining the historical development of 
staff associations in general. 

Now I can consider some of the legitimate 
functions—to my way of thinking—of staff asso- 
ciations. These may well include: (1) social 
activities; (2) staff welfare; (3) schol: uships; and 
(4) professional activities. Many staff associa- 
tions have drama groups of their own or else 
they arrange theatre parties for the library staff. 
Other associations serve refreshments and pro- 
vide a social half-hour or so at each regular 
meeting. Other social activities include com- 
mittees whose duties are to send fruit or flow- 
ers to sick staff members, expressions of sym- 
pathy to the bereaved, congratulations to those 
celebrating anniversaries, etc. To some, these 
activities may seem silly, but my experience 
has been that they fave been much appreci- 
ated by the recipients. 

Closely allied is staff welfare. The super- 
vision of staff rooms almost alw: iys falls to the 
staff organization if one exists. An important 
welfare function carried on by the staff asso- 
ciation at Pratt is the help it gives in the hous- 
ing problem for staff members. The personnel 
office notifies the Housing Committee chairman 
when a new staff member is scheduled to 
arrive and accommodations are made for him 
in advance of his arrival. 

Many library staff associations maintain loan 
and scholarship funds. These are raised by 
staff members using any feasible device within 
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their means. Not only is the money used for 
scholarship purposes, but also for such meetings 
as this conference. This year our staff asso- 
ciation has chosen, by po pular vote, three or 
four delegates, and in addition is sending a 
delegate to the Mt. Holyoke ¢ 
ternational Relations. 

The staff association today has as its principal 
responsibility the profe »ssional development of 
library staff members. This is particularly true 
in the larger libraries where the number of 
assistants multiplies, and where the unity of 
purpose may be easily lost sight of by individ- 
uals. Therefore, there should be a definite 
effort made to keep a common purpose of li- 
brary development ever before each library as- 
sistant. 

Other desirable functions of the staff asso- 
ciation are the promotion of a_ professional 
“esprit de corps” and the promotion of ideas. 
One way to encourage general discussion is 
through ‘the pooling of ideas and the free dis- 
cussion of them. A group of well-trained pro- 
fessional workers should feel free to get together 
and discuss problems and ideas and not impose 
the ideas of one over many. 

If the association is organized simply to get 
higher wages, shorter work week, more rest 
periods, etc., the librarian is either unsympa- 
thetic, usually because of the problem of dealing 
effectively with so many difficulties at one time, 
or else the staff has no professional outlook. 
Close cooperation between the staff association 
and the librarian could result in the singling 
out of the most important issues and a joint 
successful attack can often be made on one 
problem at a time. 

Now to consider some of the questionable 
functions of a library staff association. I be- 
lieve it is undesirable from an administrator’s 
point of view to have a staff association act as 
a liaison between the chief administrator and 
the individual members of the staff. For mat- 
ters of general interest, it is, of course, in order 
for the designated representatives of the staff 
association to present its proposals to the li- 
brarian. I do not think that it would be 
desirable for the staff association to present per- 
sonal grievances or problems to the administra- 
tion through an intermediary. I should expect 
that the individual would naturally wish to 
present his own case to the librarian and avoid 
possible misinterpretations, and conversely the 
librarian should deal directly with the entire 
staff in making announcement of new plans 
and policies. Of course, if an intermediary is 
necessary in a library organization, it would 
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appear that the organization and administration 
leaves much to be desired. 
Having the staff association make recom- 
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mendations regarding the administrative poli- 
cies is very difficult from an operational point 
of view. In the first place, so many policies 
that are in the making are confidential and 
they cannot be discussed with the staff. Nat- 
urally, the librarian will discuss organizational, 
budget, and other general library matters so 
that the staff association will know and can 
pursue the same general administrative policies 
and goals of the library. At the Pratt Li- 
brary we have found that having committees 
deal with many of the problems has helped the 
librarian and the staff, especially giving bene- 
fits of each other’s thinking. 

It is my firm conviction that staff associa- 
tions can be the democratic means within the 
library to bring complete understanding be- 
tween staff and the administration. 


+ e ° 


After the meeting adjourned a group of in- 
terested members held a discussion on staff 
bulletins led by Hobart F. Berolzheimer, Public 
Library, Chicago, and member of the SORT 
Steering Committee. 


Business Session 
The annual business meeting of the SORT 
was held on June 16, with Edna Thayer, chair- 
man, presiding. The minutes of the San Fran- 
cisco meeting in July 1947 were read and 
approved. The secretary-treasurer reported a 
balance of $261.23 as of June 10, 1948. 

The secretary reported on the inquiries re- 
ceived during the year which showed an urgent 
need for up-to-date published articles about 
staff organizations, and announced that a sum- 
mary of the reports of members’ activities 
during the year had been compiled. The 
secretary represented the SORT at the A.L.A. 
Recruiting Conference in November 1947 and 
reported on the recruiting activities of SORT 
members in the June 1948 A.L.A. Bulletin. 

Mrs. Margia W. Proctor, Public Library, Buf- 
falo, N.Y., editor of the SORT Bulletin, re- 
ported that four issues of the bulletin had been 
published at a total cost of $74.23, since the 
cost of labor was contributed by the Buffalo 
Public Library. The editor aimed to make this 
year's bulletin a medium for staff association 
discussion of programs and polici ies and to that 
end solicited articles from various organizations 
which had interesting developments to report. 
The results of three SORT surveys: on sick 
leave; on expenses paid for de legates to con- 
ferences, summarized 7 Jessie H. Hume, Pub- 
lic I Library, Pasadena, Calif.; and on the five- 
day week, compiled by Hanna E. Krueger, 
Wayne County Library. Detroit, Mich., were 
published in the bela, 
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Hobart F. Berolzheimer, Public Library, Chi- 
cago, chairman, Membership Committee, re- 
ported that an important activity of the com- 


mittee was the compilation of a regional list of 
staff organizations in the United States and 


Canada. Four new member organizations and 
one new associate member were added to the 
Round Table. Membership as of June 1, 1948, 
was composed of sixty-two paid-up members 
and two associate members. 

Mildred T. Stibitz, Public Library, oN 
Ohio, the SORT representative on the A.L.A 
Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career, 
stated that SORT’s concern with the improve- 
ment of working conditions and staff relations 
could make recruiting easier by making the pro- 
fession more attractive. She served as chairman 
of the A.L.A. subcommittee which published 
the leaflet, 10,000 Careers with a Challenge. 
The SORT’s contribution toward the cost of 
the publication would come back to the mem- 
bers in copies to be distributed on a per capita 
basis. 

Katharine Kosmak, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
and Steering Committee member, presented the 
recommendation of the Steering Committee 
that staff organizations base their salary requests 
as far as possible upon the leaflet, “Minimum 

Library Salary Standards for 1948,” published 
~ the A.L.A. Board on Personnel Administra- 
tion. She stated that the use of these standards 
would add weight to the local salary request 
and would give helpful publicity to A.L.A. 
standards. 

Jessie H. Hume's report of a meeting of 
staff organizations at the meeting, Southern 
Section, California Library Association, was 
read. Its subject was the function of staff or- 
ganizations, and it was to be summarized in the 
fall SORT Bulletin. The meeting was held as 
an experiment in regional SORT meetings and 
proved to be most successful. 

Discussion of staff organization achievements 
of many kinds followed. This discussion was 
to be written up in the fall issue of the SORT 
Bulletin. 

The names of the candidates for the four 
places vacant on the Steering Committee were 
next presented for voting. Dorothy Scofield, 
Public Library, Atlanta, Ga., and Doris L. 
Kahler, Free Public Library, East Orange, N.J., 
were appointed as tellers, 


Officers Elected 
The tellers reported the results of the elec- 
tion as follows: members of the Steering Com- 
mittee for a two-year term: chairman, Katherine 
Prescott, Public Library, Cleveland; secretary, 
Wilma Waite, University of California Library, 
Berkeley; Esther Kelly, Public Library, Dayton, 
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Ohio; Margaret G. Hickman, Public Library, 
Los Angeles. Committee members holding over 
for another year were: Jessie H. Hume, Public 
Library, Pasadena, Calif.; Hanna Elsa Krueger, 
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Wayne County Public Library, Detroit, Mich,; 
Edna Thayer, Public Library, Providence, RI. 

The meeting adjourned. 
KATHERINE PRESCOTT, Secretary 


Subscription Books Committee 


The Subscription Books Committee open 
meeting, June 15, 1948, 8:00 p.m. at the 
A.L.A. Conference in Atlantic City was at- 
tended by over one hundred and fifty librarians 
and publishers. 

Louis Shores, School of Library Training 
and Service, State University, Tallahassee, Fla., 
gave a report on a survey of 92 encyclopedic 
works reviewed in Subscription Books Bulletin 
from 1930-47. In order to reduce the reviews 
to a tangible guide for publishers and editors 
of encyclopedias, Mr. Shores developed a 
checklist of 129 do’s and don’t’s which, he 
found, could be classified under 12 headings and 
which he described in some detail to the group. 

Arrangement leads the alphabetically ar- 
ranged list. If complete letter volumes are 
not possible, do not make the break between 
volume one and two awkward, in the middle of 
an article or a sentence, as happened in one 
case. Too broad a classification of articles is 
less suited for reference than an alphabetic 
subject sequence. Include cross references gen- 
erally and be sure to revise them carefully 
along with revisions in the text. 

Authority is an important criterion and _re- 
lates directly to publisher, editor, and con- 
tributor. Each should have a qualitative repu- 


tation, and each should be credited exactly with ' 


his contribution. Whether articles are signed 
or not is less important than a consistent policy. 
Sign all articles, sign none, or sign only the 
important ones, but in all three cases indicate 
somewhere who is responsible for what. 

Few publishers are as convinced of the im- 
portance of bibliographies as are librarians. 
The trouble with most encyclopedias’ bibliogra- 
phies is that they are not graded, nor carefully 
selected, nor suited to the readers’ tastes and 
equipment, and frequently, include scholar’s 
tools that are not available in the average com- 
munity because they are out-of-print or too 
specialized. 

In a great many S.B.B. reviews biography 
has been a critical issue. Chiefly, the criticism 
has concerned itself with balance, as between 
the living and the dead, as between ancient 
and modern, as between British and American 
notables, and as between leaders in one walk 
of life and in another. Space allocations that 


were disproportionate have been criticized also. 
Among the Presidents of the United States, for 
example, which one should be allotted the most 


space, which the next, etc., and how should 
these space allotments compare with that given 
to great leaders of other countries, and in other 
fields of human endeavor? 

The publisher can do much about format. 
Buckram binding ranks high, as does a good 
grade of fabrikoid, especially in the warmer 
sections of the United States, where the latter 
binding successfully withstands insects. Li- 
brarians want bindings strong and _ flexible. 
They want wide inside margins to permit re- 
binding, and paper that is sufficiently opaque to 
guarantee against what the printer might call 
an offset. 

Illustrations are welcome, but must be related 
to the text. Many a set has suffered from in- 
adequate maps. Within the limitations recog- 
nized there is yet adequate opportunity for an 
abundance of maps. Every article on a te- 
gion as well as on a country should include 
some kind of map. 

Next to bibliographies, indexes are most neg- 
lected. An index should be inclusive, not a 
for text, but for illustrations, bibliographies, and 
other special features. It should never be com- 
bined in one volume with an atlas, since these 
features are not necessarily related, and the ex- 
clusive use of either may tie up the other. 

One of the unsolved encyclopedia problems is 
revision. The loose-leaf supplement is the least 
satisfactory answer, because of the numerous 
alphabets it inevitably provides. Better, but 
requiring systematic attention, is the loose-leaf 
insertion, a device employed by legal and 
medical reference tools. The expense of the 
binders and the procrastination of the user miti- 
gate against this solution. The present trend 
appears to be a combination of yearbooks and 
continuous revision. At present, there is no 
escape from the fact that an encyclopedia pub- 
lished at a very great cost today may be con- 
siderably out-of-date by tomorrow, and S.B.B. 
reviewers have made allowances. 

There are other considerations in the making 
of an encyclopedia, and $.B.B. reviewers have 
paid their compliments to the most important 
ones. Early in the planning of a multi-volume 
work there is the problem of scope. Library re- 
viewers have been especially fair in considering 
the stated purpose before passing judgment. 
The material included should be suitable for the 
group the encyclopedia is intended to serve. 
Correlation with school curricula and with adult 
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interests as revealed through objective studies is 
a commendable trend. 

Treatment should insure readability. Short 
paragraphs and sentences are to be encouraged. 
Contributors will need guidance by the editors 
to avoid overly technical language and foreign 

hrases. Each sentence must be fact-packed. 
There is little need for ornamentation and even 
less for generalities. 

Controversial subjects such as Russia, Com- 
munism, universal military service, aid to 
Europe, labor unions, federal aid, air force, will 
be checked first by the library reviewer measur- 
ing bias. 

In the treatment of statistics, library review- 
ers offer a few sound principles. Give the latest 
figures whenever possible. Duplication of pop- 
ulation figures under the specific place as well 
as in general tables is desirable. Revision is 
especially important in statistics. 

For sales and financial aspects, if the per 
volume cost is high, $.B.B. reviews will say so 
and point out where in separate trade titles the 
same amount of material can be obtained for 
less. Price variations in different localities will 
be charged against the publishers. Coyness 
about list price is not appreciated, because li- 
brarians are used to the terms net and library 
discount. Trade and subscription prices should 
be alike. 

A few special features that have found favor 
with librarians are study units and reference 
outlines and questions which are accepted in 
school encyclopedias. Helps for teachers, so- 
called, are not. Pronunciation, lists of abbrevia- 
tions, major topic heads to assist the reader in 
locating material, guide words at the top of each 
page, and thumb notches are all welcome 
features. 

Among debatab'e issues to librarians are: 
short topics versus long subjects; a signed article 
against an unsigned one; the two-column page 
over the three-column page; continuous paging 
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for the whole set. These debatable issues offer 
opportunity to both publishers and librarians to 
work together toward solutions. They provide 
the individual publisher that enterprise op- 
portunity which is the heart of our competitive 


system and the essence of our progress. 
e ° e 


For the second part of the program meeting 
five representatives of encyclopedia publishers, 
C. S. Jones, F. E. Compton and Co.; Paul H. 
Cassidy, Quarrie Corporation; Harry O. Gillet, 
United Educators, Inc.; Leonard Power, 
Grolier Society; and John R. Rowe, Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, Inc. presented the publish- 
ers’ problems in illustrating an encyclopedia. 

The use of color in these reference works was 
developed. It was pointed out that the color 
illustrations in an encyclopedia should be select- 
ed primarily for their functional value and 
secondarily for their decorative effect. 

Because illustrations carry a great part of the 
load in amplifying material of the text, both in 
the pictorial representation and in the accompa- 
nying legend, they should be interest-arousing, 
instructive and inspiring.. They must also be 
simple and clear and show variety in shape, size, 
and placement on the page. 

A factor which contributes to the high cost of 
illustrating an encyclopedia is the publishers’ 
employment of specialists and special sources to 
select effective material. 

Graphs and diagrams are selected to tell a 
story in pictorial form, to bring facts into focus, 
and to attract and hold the attention of the 
reader to whom they are directed. 

The publishers’ problems in map selection 
were developed, and included, principally, the 
necessity of obtaining up-to-the-minute changes 
in political boundaries, the ascertaining of cor- 
rect spellings of place names, the need for 
accuracy so that information on maps is in con- 
formity with that found in the text. 

KaTuryn A. Lee, Secretary 
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Music Library Association 


VHE SUMMER meeting of the Music Library 

Association was called to order at 10:00 
\.M. in Room 15-D of Convention Hall in At- 
lantic City on Wednesday, June 16. After 
welcoming the members, the president, Scott 
Goldthwaite, announced that the annual meet- 
ing next winter would be held in Chicago, De- 
cember 29-30, in conjunction with the A.M.S. 
and M.I.N.A. Convention headquarters would 
be in the Stevens Hotel, and he was already 
working on the main outline of the program 
with Professor Grout, American Musicological 
Society. Elaborate plans were being drawn up, 
and he had every expectation that the meeting 
would be the largest and best the association 
had ever held. 

Mr. Goldthwaite continued by reading a letter 
from Edward N.- Waters on four activities of 
the association. Mr. Waters had accepted the 
chairmanship of the Liaison Committee last 
winter, and felt that such a committee was of 
exceptional importance in carrying on the work 
of the association since it could help with 
operations that _ more profitably be pur- 
sued by the M.L.A. in conjunction with one 
or more professionally related groups. He was 
not so sanguine about international liaison at 
the present time, since inte rational relations 
were excessively complicated. If anything was 
to be attempte ‘d along these lines, it should be 
handled through the National Music Council 
and UNESCO. This would be the logical and 
proper channel. 

Mr. Waters’ letter then turned to a subject of 
the “utmost importance”—the Anglo-American 
catalog of early printed music in libraries of 
the United States and Great Britain. The Eng- 
lish have been sedulously at work on their part 
of the catalog for some two years, and at last 
we have a committee that can organize the 
project over here. The committee is a true joint 
committee if there ever was one, since the 
three men on it—Richard S. Angell, Manfred 
Bukofzer, and Edward N. Waters—are all mem- 
bers of both the American Musicological Society 
and of the Music Library Association. The 
committee is now awaiting an exact description 
of the project in Great Britain, and as soon as 
this information arrives, they expect to start 
drawing up plans. By the time of the next 
M.L.A. meeting, the committee hopes to submit 


Note—The complete report of the meetings of the Music 
Library Association at Atlantic City are in Notes (Supple 
ent No. 4) June 1948, p. 16-28. 


a progress report of generous dimensions. It 
must be remembered, however, that the com- 
mittee can do no more than organize the project 
on paper. It cannot finance it. Neither can 
the two societies that created the committee. 
Substantial subsidization, both in the operating 
stages and in eventual publication, will be 
required. The two societies should be pre- 
pared to fight for this support. The union 
catalog will be worth such a fight. It can be 
the most important musico-bibliographical un- 
dertaking ever launched in this country, fulh 
comparable to other extensive bibliographical 
enterprises in more disciplined fields. As such 
it deserves the support of every member of the 
A.M.S. and the M.L.A. 

Mr. Waters’ fourth topic was the relation of 
M.L.A. to the American Library Association 
and its Fourth Activities Committee of which 
Ralph R. Shaw is chairman. This committee is 
preparing to submit important recommendations 
for changes in A.L.A. structure and operations 
in order to bring the various library associa- 
tions of the country into closer association. 
Milton E. Lord, Boston Public Library, who 
will be President of the A.L.A. 1949-50, has 
drafted a thorough-going reorganization of the 
A.L.A. based upon his experiences in the Coun- 
cil of National Library Associations. Mr. 
Waters urged all members of M.L.A. to read 
Mr. Lord’s proposal (see Library Journal, June 
1, 1948, p. 845-50) and examine it critically, 
just as everyone should read the Fourth Ac- 
tivities Committee re port. (A.L.A. Bulletin 7: 
295-306, July-August 1948.) Any changes 
mae by the A.L.A. will be of importance 
to the M.L.A., particularly as they affect the 
treatment of music and opportunitie s for music 
librarians. The M.L.A. should be ready to 
express its wants and needs clearly and intelli- 
gently. The immediate re sponsibility may rest 
on the Liaison Committee, but the committee 
can do little with questions of this sort unless 
all of the M.L.A. is well-informed about them. 
He believed that the subject was of the greatest 
importance for the future development of the 
association, and urged that all available ma- 
terial be studied carefully and that reactions to 
it be sent to both Mr. Goldthwaite and him. 
He hoped that everyone would be prepé ared to 
discuss the matter at considerable length at the 
meeting next winter. 

The reading of Mr. Waters’ letter led to 4 
discussion of the proposed organization of the 
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United States Book Exchange, which is 
expected to take over the assets and functions 
of the American Book Center. As the title 
indicates, the primary function of the organiza- 
tion will be to facilitate exchanges of materials 
between institutions. Mr. Hill said that he 
understood that individual libraries here and 
abroad would have to settle between themselves 
on the definite items to be exchanged, but that 
U.S.B.E. would be active in establishing rela- 
tions between libraries and in clearing ship- 
ments. With blocked currencies in so many 
foreign countries and regulations requiring that 
payment be made before material could be 
shipped, most libraries would need assistance 
at this stage. Dr. Smith remarked that there 
was still much material in Latin America avail- 
able for exchange, and that Dr. Luiz Heitor 
could supply information on it. It was pointed 
out, however, that U.S.B.E. will be concerned 
exclusively with European libraries. 

A report of the Committee on Information 
and Organization had been sent to Mr. Gold- 
thwaite by its chairman, Gretta Smith. It was 
read by Mr. Goldthwaite. Miss Smith ex- 
plained that her committee functioned primarily 
as a clearing house for questions concerned 
with music library administration, and_ that 
during the year she had referred inquiries to 
the committees on subject headings, sound 
equipment, the cataloging code, and to several 
individual members. “Most of the questions 
answered directly by the chairman came from 
public libraries about to establish circulating 
collections of phonograph records. The li- 
braries represented institutions as widespread 
geographically as Georgia, California, Massa- 
chusetts, Missouri, Minnesota, and Texas. 
Purely by way of self-protection, mimeographed 
copies have been made of the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library’s circulation routines for records, and 
these, together with samples of date slips, cards, 
and pockets are included in replies to letters. 
The chairman would be grateful for copies of 
similar routines and for samples from other li- 
braries. It would be interesting, also, to 
have some record of the types of questions 
answered by other committee chairmen, 
whether referred from this committee or not, 
and any such information will be most wel- 
come.” 

Dr. Bukofzer, the newly appointed chairman, 
Publications Committee, had written to the 
secretary, Frank C. Campbell, suggesting that 
the next project of his committee should be 
the completion and publication of Helen Joy 
Sleeper’s Checklist of Thematic Indexes. Mr. 
Hill said that Albert Hess of Musurgia had 
phoned him the previous evening, saying that 
he had expected to come to Atlantic City for 
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the meeting, but that at the last minute he 
had found this impossible. He asked Mr. Hill 
to place before the meeting his offer to publish 
for the association not only Miss Sleeper’s 
Checklist, but any series of monographs we 
might choose. At this point, Dr. Smith said 
that Miss Sleeper had sent her Checklist to him 
for suggestions on how to get it into print, and 
that the New York Public Library had agreed to 
issue it as a separate bulletin. It was not too 
late to change these arrangements, however, if 
the Publications Committee wished to do so. 
The members felt that the Publications Com- 
mittee should look into the various possibilities, 
and take action. 

Next came the report of the Committee on 
Library Training, presented by Mr. Goldthwaite 
as its chairman. Since the meeting last winter, 
a definite schedule had been worked out at the 
University of Chicago under the direction of 
the Graduate Library School for a masters de- 
gree in music librarianship. The University of 
Chicago works on a system of four terms a year, 
and a course takes one term. Requirements 
for the degree included electives for seven 
courses, and eleven courses each in the library 
school and the music department. Mrs. 
Catharine Keyes Miller told about recent de- 
velopments at Columbia University. The entire 
School of Library Service has been reorganized 
for the first time since 1926. A folder giving 
a general description of the changes has been 
issued, and interested persons should apply for 
a copy from Columbia. Mrs. Miller explained 
that her course in music cataloging will be given 
only once in three years—and only then if it is 
in sufficient demand. She added that there was 
some justification for this, in that of the twelve 
students she had had since taking over the 
course, none had obtained new jobs reflecting 
the value of the training. Some had returned 
to their former jobs, but quite a number had 
had to accept jobs in other departments of 
the library, such as the children’s room, since 
the pay was higher. 

While granting that the current low salaries 
paid music librarians was a serious detriment 
to the advancement of the profession, and 
desirous that steps should be taken to improve 
the situation, the meeting felt that this was not 
in itself sufficient reason for abandoning courses 
in music library training, and Dr. Smith made 
the following motion: “That the Committee 
on Library Training, in view of the diffi- 
culty of finding trained music librarians, in- 
vestigate the curricula which are now in use 
or being planned in library schools, and be 
given power to make recommendations for 
changes. Their suggestions in the name of 
M.L.A. should bear in mind that practical 
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knowledge and experience are quite as desir- 
able as theoretical training.” The motion was 
carried unanimously. 

Dr. Smith then gave his report on the Em- 
ployment Committee. He said that there had 
been some objection raised to his suggestion 
that all members keep their record on file with 
his committee on the theory that this would 
encourage one library to hire away employees 
of another library. This is exactly what he 
wanted to do. If the second library was not 
paying an employee as much as he deserved, 
then it would work for the benefit of the em- 
ployee and the profession as a whole if some 
other library paid the employee more. He, 
therefore, wanted to urge all members to file 
their credentials with his committee whether or 
not they had a job. If the meeting approved 
he would send cards to all members to facilitate 
the collection of information. The committee 
had no funds at present, however, and this 
would mean that a special appropriation would 
have to be allowed the committee for carrying 
out the work. In a discussion which took 
place during the afternoon session, the subject 
came up again. The committee had originally 
financed itself by charging members 50¢ and 
nonmembers $1 for their services, but the prac- 
tice had been discontinued when Mr. Angell 
felt that it might be illegal unless a New York 
state license was obtained for conducting an 
employment agency. Several people at the 
meeting claimed that the regulation did not 
apply to organizations helping their members, 
but only to agencies that made a business of 
finding jobs for people. It was suggested that 
Dr. Smith check on the point, and if it turned 
out to be legal to collect a “service charge,” 
then the committee should start financing itself 
by collecting fees as before. In the meantime, 
it was suggested that the committee try to 
get more publicity for their work, possibly en- 
tering notices in the supplement to Notes when 
openings were available, so that the new posi- 
tions would be brought to the attention of the 
members more effectively. 

Following this, Mr. Goldthwaite introduced 
the subject of the recruitment activities of the 
Joint Committee on Library Work as a Career, 
and Mr. Campbell reported on its meeting held 
the previous Sunday which he had been invited 
to attend as a representative of M.L.A. The 
joint committee had already been active, main- 
taining booths at the National Vocational Guid- 
ance Association meeting last March in Chi- 
cago and at the current A.L.A. Conference. In 
addition to sponsoring the June issue of the 


A.L.A. Bulletin, which is devoted entirely to 
recruitment, the committee has issued a small 
folder, suitable for distribution to young stu- 
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dents planning their careers. 

M.L.A. will be chiefly interested, however, 
in a 16- page pamphlet which a subcommittee 
is preparing, since it will cover all aspects of 
the profession and will include material on the 
music library field. Attempts will be made to 
raise funds to cover a proposed budget of 
$25,000 including a staff of three full-time 
persons to direct future activities. 

Mr. Campbell then read a report from Pro- 
fessor Glen Haydon on the status of the Ed- 
wards publications, including an additional list 
of reference and history books which it js 
hoped can be issued in the near future. Mr. 
Uhlendorf of the firm was present to give more 
information on the present status of the Bach 
and Mozart editions. The new list of titles 
will be sent to Professor Quarles, Riemen- 
schneider, and Bain for further suggestions, and 
it will then be sent to music libraries and 
schools so that they may indicate the order in 
which they would like to see the books issued. 
Although the final prices will depend on the 
number of subscriptions received, a schedule 
of prices for subscriptions of different sizes will 
be given. 

Mrs. Lee, Westminster Choir College, asked 
about the possibility of getting reproductions 
on microcards. Her college had ordered all of 
the Edwards publications to date, and would 
continue to do so as long as its budget per- 
mitted, but she hoped that something might 
be worked out for libraries that could not afford 
to continue purchasing too many expensive re- 
productions. She thought that microcards 
might be the solution. Mr. Hill pointed out 
that Dr. Spivacke had proposed the selection of 
a hundred of the early books most often used 
in libraries and schools for reproduction on 
microcards, but that nothing had come of the 
plan. It was suggested that the members be 
circulated regarding sixteenth century books, or 
possibly books published before 1800, to find 
out what exactly is desired. 

Mr. Chase described a new portable player, 
equipped with two motors for playing both 
regular discs at 78 R.P.M. and _ transcription 
discs at 33% R.P.M., which has recently been 
issued by RCA Victor. Illustrated circulars with 
complete specifications are available from deal- 
ers or the educational sales department. 

Philip Miller reported for the Sound Equip- 
ment and Recordings Committee, describing a 
number of new machines, including the Sono- 
master, made by the same company that manu- 
factured the Victor player. He also recom- 
mended that members contemplating the pur- 
chase of a tape recorder wait until a new 
machine to be made in Chicago has appeared. 
A full report on these new pieces of apparatus 
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will appear shortly in Notes. The mention of 
the tape recorder prompted Mr. Hill to say that 
he had been checking on the legality of making 
copies of commercial records by this means. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m. for 
an excellent luncheon at the Hotel Chelsea, and 
was resumed once more at 2:30 in a special 
room at the Hotel Ambassador. Dr. Otto Al- 
brecht gave a talk on some “Random Thoughts 
on Musicology and Music Publishing in Ger- 
many,” illustrating it with numerous publica- 
tions which he had brought back with him 
from his stay of nearly three years there. The 
talk is scheduled for publication in the Sep- 
tember issue of Notes. 

Mr. Campbell read Jessica Frederick’s report 
for the Periodicals Committee, of which he and 
Alice Eppink are members: “The Periodicals 
Committee is active again and has justifiable 
hopes that the work may be completed this 
year. Each magazine entry has been rechecked 
for latest postwar information, and the annota- 
tions freshly scanned for recent changes in 
outlook or policy. Editors of periodicals not 
lately seen or heard from by any of the com- 
mittee, nor listed in the usual sources of in- 
formation have all been sent personal letters, 
asking for news and a sample copy of their 
magazine if it is still in existence. About sixty 
of these letters were sent out and nearly every 
mail brings answers to the chairman’s desk.” 

Mr. Campbell had two sample sheets illustrat- 
ing two possible forms that the list might take. 
One was in paragraph form with somewhat 
discursive descriptions, the other gave the titles 
in caps, arranged alphabetically, with the basic 
pertinent material under each title. The mem- 
bers voted in favor of as complete a list as 
possible for both American and British periodi- 
cals on the assumption that information on the 
less famous periodicals was harder for indi- 
vidual libraries to assemble, and therefore there 
was greater need for it. It was hoped that the 
list in its final form could be published in 
Notes, but if it turned out to be too long, 
plans for publication elsewhere could be dis- 
cussed later. 

Mr. Campbell, in reporting on meetings of 
the Joint Committee on Revision of the Union 
List of Serials, said that the committee’s original 
plans for a definitive edition within five years 
will possibly be curtailed or postponed. 

Selda Arginteanu asked about the possibility 
of issuing certain departments of Notes in 
detachable segment, so that they could be 
taken out of the magazine and used in the 
pertinent department of the library. Mr. Hill 
explained that getting the magazine fitted to- 
gether was already something of a jigsaw puz- 
zle. All serials. however, would c issued 
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later in book form, and it was even hoped 
that the record index could be cumulated and 
issued in annual volumes. 

Mrs. Miller reported that the Andriot Index 
Service was again active. Mr. Andriot had 
received so little support a year ago when he 
first offered to sell catalog cards for phono- 
graph records that he had had to Pall 20 his 
plan. Since then he had received 206 re- 
quests for information, and he now felt that 
he might get the necessary support. He 
planned to accept subscriptions for proof sheets 
of cards for all current albums and the more 
important single discs. These would cost $5 
a year, and if he could get 200 subscriptions 
they would pay for the linotype slugs. Libraries 
could tell from the sheets what releases had 
been cataloged, and order the number of cards 
they would need. Interested libraries should 
get in touch with John L. Andriot, Andriot 
Index Service, 1619 Fairfax Ave., Cincinnati 7, 
Ohio, promptly to insure the continuation of 
the service. 

Mrs. Virginia Cunningham read a report of 
the Joint Committee on the Revision of the 
Cataloging Code, of which she is chairman. 
The other members are Sarah H. Beck, Inger 
Christensen, Amelia Krieg, and Gertrude Oell- 
rich. When the joint committee was organized 
it was given two objectives: (1) to revise the 
Music Library Association code for cataloging 
music, and (2) to write a handbook of music 
cataloging. 

The first of those two objectives has almost 
been realized. When the revision is finished 
and the editorial polishing has been done, the 
committee will turn to its second objective. 
But meanwhile it would like to see the revised 
code in print. For one thing, the future of 
the code is to some extent influenced by the 
recommendations of the Committee on Rules 
for Descriptive Cataloging. It is hoped that 
that committee recommends that rules for cata- 
loging special materials be issued separately 
from the general rules. If the committee does 
not so recommend, it is urged that the M.L.A. 
rules be adopted as the music section of the 
general code. In this event, it is also felt tha‘ 
the complete M.L.A. rules should be published 
separately, since there is considerable demand 
for them in that form. The committees sug- 
gested that the name of the committee be 
changed to Joint Committee on Music Cata- 
loging. This was completely — to Mr. 
Goldthwaite and he recommended its use. 

Lucile Morsch, Descriptive Cataloging Divi- 
sion, Library of Congress, asked if a compara- 
tive study had been made of the differences 
between the present Rules for Descriptive Cata- 
loging, which the Library of Congress had 
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adapted from the original M.L.A. preliminary 
code, and the Mrs. Cunningham re- 
ported that in the chapter on conventional titles 
the differences are extensive. Also, the Rules 
for Descriptive Cataloging had radically altered 
principle underlying the rules for 
whereas M.L.A. followed the original 


revision, 


the basic 
collation, 


version. As a result of these changes, L.C.’s 
rules for notes are quite different. The code 
as M.L.A. has revised it is much more exten- 


sive than the L.C. rules. 

Mr. Angell asked if it had been decided i 
what way the handbook would amplify Po 
code. Mrs. Cunningham replied that no defi- 
nite plans had been made as yet, but that the 
handbook would be made up ‘of historical and 
explanatory material based on the code itself. 
In answer to the question that if we had an 
adequate code, would it be necessary to have 
the handbook, Mrs. Cunningham said that a 
good deal of the explanatory material had been 
extracted from the preliminary code, leaving a 
concise set of rules. The handbook was neces- 
sary to supplement and explain the rules. 

Miss Christensen asked on the possibility 
of the publication of the M.L.A. code in Part 
IL of the A.L.A. Miss “rele said that 
the Division of Cataloging and Classification of 
\.L.A. had that morning accepted their com- 
mittee’s recommendation that the L.C. Rules 
for a Cataloging be adopted for Part 
II of the A.L. if certain changes could 
be made. It i appear within the next year. 

Miss Morsch then asked what was being done 
about the rules for cataloging phonograph rec- 
ords. Mrs. Cunningham said that this was 
Chapter VI, and that the committee was at 
work on it. Mr. Colby said that the Northern 
California chapter had a Committee on Catalog- 
ing Phonogr: iph Records to try to set up uni- 


code. 


- © ode, 


form catalog rules. It will be extensive in 
scope. The chairman of the committee is 
Merle C. Bartlett. The committee planned to 


study the subject and — sugge stions to the 
Joint Committee on Music vataloging. 

Mrs. Cunningham then Bei about the C Lopy- 
right Office which the 
redesigned volumes for 1947 were now avail- 
able. Mr. Angell rose to say that the section 
listing published music cost $3 a year, and that 
orders for it should be sent to the Superintend- 
ent of Documents, Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

The treasurer's report was then submitted by 
Miss Rogers for approval. The report was 
accepted by the members present. 

Mr. Hill apologized for bringing up the old 
subject of the circulation of Notes, but if the 
magazine was to be maintained at anywhere 
near the size the 


catalogs of music, of 


members had grown accus- 


ATLANTIC CITY CONFERENCE 


tomed to, it was a very burning question. This 
was particularly true now that advertising had 
fallen off so drastically. In an effort to get 
more subscriptions, a publicity release had 
been sent out to a large number of ne To 
The results were extremely spotty—excellent, 
sofar as the New York Times of June 13 oa 
the page in the Music Journal, plus a half 
dozen other newspaper articles, but on the 
whole, unimpressive. The reason for the failure 
came not from the music critics, who had been 
uniformly friendly, but because the editor of 
the city desk felt that the release was not 
news and killed it. In discussing the problem 
with various persons who were informed about 
such matters, the suggestion was made that 
M.L.A. could get all the publicity it could use 
by having a committee select the ten best books 
on music, the ten best music publications, and 
the ten best record releases, and issuing a 
story on them late in November in time to 
guide purchasers of Christmas presents. If the 
committee were made up of members with fa- 
mous names, practically every paper in the 
country would automatically carry the story, 
even city desk men would rate such an 
announcement as news. The sentiment of the 
meeting was much in favor of the suggestion, 
and when a motion was made to authorize the 
president to appoint such a committee, it was 
carried unanimously. 

Miss Chamberlain asked for suggestions for 
binding thick volumes of chamber music, ex- 
plaining some ideas she had on the subject and 
demonstrating the ideas with a sample. She 
suggested that a piece of gummed cellophane 
be fastened on the spine over the label 
order to protect it. Dr. Smith suggested writ- 
ing to the Gaylord Company stating that it is 
the feeling of the M.L.A. that something should 
be done to work out a proper binding. 

Miss Brooks of the New York Public Library 
spoke of their “Union List of Books on Music 
before 1800.” A list was in preparation, giving 
short titles of works listed more fully in the 
two L.C. early books catalogs and longer titles 
for works not included there. The question- 
naire would include boxes for checking the 
holdings of each library, and space would be 
left for adding titles not given on the list. 
Facsimile editions and copies on microfilm 
should be noted as such. Miss Brooks and Dr 
Smith wanted to know if, when these question- 
sent to libraries, they would be 
filled out. If so, would it be best to send the 
list all at once or in installments? The con- 
sensus of opinion seemed in favor of sending 
the complete list at one time. Mrs. Plaut sug- 
gested that two copies be sent to each library, 
one to be returned to the New York Public Li- 
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NATIONAL 


brary and the other retained by each library. 
Dr. Smith felt that this would be entire ‘ly pos- 


sible. 
National 


The 48th annual convention of the National 
Association of State Libraries was held at Atlan- 
tic city, June 15-18. Representatives from a 
majority of our state +e were in attend- 
ance. President Dennis A. Dooley presided at 
all sessions. 

The first session on June 15 was devoted to a 


panel discussion on the gener: il topic, “Great 
Issues Face State Libraries.” Participating were 
Estellene P. W sike ‘r, State Library Board, 


Trotwood Moore, 
Tenn.; Ella May 
Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs. 
Library, Salem, Ore.; 


Columbia, $.C.; Mrs. John 
State Library, Nashville, 
Thornton, State Library, 
Eleanor S. Stephens, State I 
William T. Cash, Florida; Harrison J. hme 
Vermont; Harold F. Brigham, State Library, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Mary A. McGrath, Wyo- 
ming; Josephine W. Smith, Minnesota; and Mrs. 
Hazel W. Byrnes, State Teachers College Li- 
brary, Mayville, N.D. The discussion centered 
around the proper position of the state library in 
a state governmental reorganization, freedom 
trains, the centralizing of state documents dis- 
tribution, the institution of microfilm depart- 
ments, and other paramount matters affecting 
the administration of state library agencies. 
The dinner meeting on June 16 was held in 
the Mandarin Room of Haddon Hall, with 
sixty-one delegates and guests present. Formal 
addresses were given by Sidney Goldman, state 
archivist, New Jersey, who sketched the high- 
lights of New Jersey history and the evolution of 
its politics; Bennet C. Rich, professor of political 
science, Rutgers University, who described the 
new Constitution of New Jersey; and Luther H. 


Evans, Librarian of Congress. Dr. Evans spoke 
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The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
FRANK C, CAMPBELL, Secretary 
Mary R. Rocers, Treasurer 


Association of State Libraries 


at length upon the problems and scope of our 
great national library. Other speakers were 
Charles F. Gosnell, New York State Library, 
Albany, former president Alice McGee Bruno, 
and former president Edward H. Redstone, 
Public Library, Boston. 

The third session on June 18 continued the 
topic of the first, and discussion was led by the 
following speakers: Mrs. Marion B. Stubbs, 


Maine State Library, Augusta; Virginia E. 
Engle, State Department of Library and 
Archives, Frankfort, Ky.; Dorothy Huston, 


California; Roger H. McDonough, Trenton, N.3.3 
Ma iry McCrea Stevens, Hawaii; James Brewster, 
Connecticut; Verna B. Grimm, W ashington; 
Alfred D. Keator, Pennsylvania State Library, 
Harrisburg; Randolph Church, Virginia State 
Library, Richmond; and Lewis C. Coffin, 
Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. In ab- 
sentia reports from Grace M. Sherwood, Rhode 
Island, and Helene H. Rogers, Illinois State 
Library, Springfield, were received. 

At the business session which followed, the 
incoming president was authorized by vote to 
appoint a committee to revise the constitution 
of the National Association of State Libraries. 
The f following officers for 1948-49 were elected: 
president, Charles F. Gosnell, New York State 

Library, Albany; first vice president, Mrs. 
- “anor Sharple ss Ste phe ns, Oregon State Li- 
brary, Salem; second vice president, Roger H. 
McDonough, Division of State Library, Archives 
and History, State Department of Education, 
Trenton, N.J.; secretary-treasurer Alfred D. 
Keator, Pennsylvania State Library, Harrisburg. 

Atrrep D. Keaton, Secretary-T reasurer 





Attendance Summaries 


By PosITION AND SEX 


WV omen 
Trustees . : 35 
Chief Librarians ... 198 
Heads of Departments 925 
Branch Librarians 136 
Assistants on ss 
Library School Inst ns 13 
Library School Students ° 6 
Editors 48 
Commercial Age 50 
Others 325 

2797 


Men Total 


21 56 
226 72 
205 1130 

6 142 
117 878 
9 22 

6 12 

14 62 
159 
192 
955 





By STATES, PROVINCES, AND FOREIGN 


COUNTRIES 


United States 


1 Alabama 

5 Arizona 

3 Arkansas 
66 California 
13 Colorado 
91 Connecticut 
37 Delaware 


262 District of Columbia 


24 Florida 
21 Georgia 
1 Idaho 
216 Illinois 


57 Indiana 
21 lowa 

1l Kansas 
22 Kentucky 


22 Louisiana 
1l Maine 


159 Maryland 

174 Massachusetts 

95 Michigan 

2 Minnesota 

6 Mississippi 

50 Missouri 
Montana 

5 Nebraska 

2 Nevada 

12. New Hampshire 

93 New Jersey 

4 New Mexico 

897 New York 

46 North Carolina 
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9 


155 
10 


398 
16 


13 


32 
36 


5 
9 


rm et ND DOD ee ee ee ee 


North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


nited States Territories 


Alaska 
Hawaii 


Puerto Ric« 


Canada 
Alberta 
British Columbia 
Manitoba and Saskatchewar 
New Brunswick 
Nova Scotia 
Ontario 
Prince Edward Island 
Quebe 


Foreign Countries 
Australia 
Burma 
China 

Cuba 

France 
Greece 
Holland 
Japan 
Mexico 

New Zealand 
Panama 

Peru 


South Africa 


| 





Em 


Unt 


New 


Et 
New 








Education for Librarianship 


OR RESPONSIBLE Positions in libraries of all types, the professional education given by 
library schools is essential. The following have been accredited by the A.L.A. Board of 
Education for Librarianship and are members of the Association of American Library 


Schools: 


Arianta University, School of Library Serv- 
ice, Atlanta, Ga. 
Mrs Virginia L. Jones, Director 
Universiry oF CALiForNIA, School of Librar- 
ianship, Berkeley 
J. Periam Danton, Dean 
CarNneciE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, Carnegie 
Library School, Pittsburg, Pa. 
Ralph Munn, Director 
CatrHotic UNiverstry OF AMERICA, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Washington, D.C. 
Rev. James J. Kortendick, Director 
Universiry oF Cuicaco, Graduate Library 
School, Chicago, IIl. 

Bernard R. Berelson, Dean 
Cotumpia University, School 
Service, New York, N.Y. 

Carl M. White, Dean 
Universiry OF Denver, School of Librarian- 
ship, Denver, Colo. 
Harriet E. Howe, Director 
Drexe. INsTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, School of 
Library Science, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Marie Hamilton Law, Dean 
Emory University, Division of Librarianship, 
Emory University, Ga. 
Tommie Dora Barker, Dean 
UniveRSITY OF  ILLINOIs, 
Urbana 
Robert B. Downs, Director 
Kansas STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE OF 
Emporia, Library School, Emporia 
C. P. Baber, Director 
Universtry oF Kentucky, Department of Li- 
brary Science, Lexington 
David Otis Kelley, Head 
Louisiana State Untverstry, Library School, 
University Station, Baton Rouge 
Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, Director 
McGitt University, Library School, Montreal, 


of Library 


Library School, 


eo Canada 
Richard Pennington, Acting Director 
Maryrwoop CoLLEcE, Department of Librarian- 
ship, Scranton, Pa. 
Sister M. Norberta, Director 
UNIVERSITY OF MIcHIGAN, Department of Li- 
brary Science, Ann Arbor 
Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Chairman 
Universiry or Minnesota, Division of Library 
Instruction, Minneapolis 
E. W. McDiarmid, Director 
New Jersey CotteceE ror WoMEN, Library 
School, New Brunswick 
Ethel M. Fair, Director 
New York State CoLLece FOR TEACHERS, 


Department of Librarianship, Albany 
Robert Stone Burgess, Jr., Head 
New York State TEACHERS COLLEGE, Depart- 
ment of Library Education, Geneseo 
, Director 
Universiry oF Nortu Canrowina, School of 
Library Science, Chapel Hill 
Susan Grey Akers, Dean 
Universiry OF OxiaHoma, School of Library 
Science, Norman 
J. L. Rader, Director 
Our Lapy OF THE Lake CoLLece, Department 
of Library Science, San Antonio, Tex. 
Sister Francis Clare, Director 
GrorcE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS, Li- 
brary School, Nashville, Tenn. 
William A. FitzGerald, Director 
Pratr InstrrutTe, Library School, Brooklyn, 
N.Y. 
Wayne Shirley, Dean 
Rosary Co.iece, Department of Library 
Science, River Forest, Ill. 
Sister Mary Reparata, Director 
Cottece or St. CaTuenine, Library School, 
St. Paul, Minn. 
Sister Marie Cecilia Marzolf, Director 
Stmmons COoLLEcE, School of Library Science, 
Boston, Mass. 
Kenneth R. Shaffer, Director 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, Grad- 
uate School of Library Science, Los 
Angeles 
Lewis F. Stieg, Director 
Syracuse Untversiry, School 
Science, Syracuse, N.Y. 
Wharton Miller, Director 
Texas STaTE COLLEGE FOR WoMEN, Depart- 
ment of Library Science, Denton 
Mary D. Taylor, Director 
University oF Toronto, Ontario College of 
Education, Library School, Toronto, Ont. 
Winifred G. Barnstead, Director 
UNIversITy OF WaAsHINGTON, School of Librar- 
ianship, Seattle 
Robert L. Gitler, Director 
WESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, 
Department of Librarianship, Kalamazoo 
Alice Louise LeFevre, Director 
WESTERN ResERVE UNtversity, School of Li- 
brary Science, Cleveland, Ohio 
Thirza E. Grant, Dean 
Unrversiry oF Wisconsin, Library School, 
Madison 
George C. Allez, Director 





of Library 





CHECKLIST OF A.L.A. TITLES 
published during 1947 


A National Plan for Public Library Service. Prepared for the A.L.A. Committee on PB 
war Planning by Carleton B. Joeckel and Amy Winslow; with a chapter by Lowell } 
1948. 168p. $3. 

“Strong local units are the core of this plan for adequate, purposeful library servi 
every American, but the goal of nation-wide services, as outlined here, can be reag 
only by coordination of local, state and federal governments. This concise apprai 
libraries today and the measures for organization, administration, personnel, mat 
citizen cooperation, and research may well be a stimulus and a guide for every wo 


a public library.”—The Booklist, Mar. 1, 1948. 


Subject Guide to United States Government Publications. By Herbert S. Hirshberg 
Carl H. Melinat. 1947. 228p. $5. | 
Presents documents by subject rather than by office of issue. “Short annotations { 
titles that are not self-explaaatory. Adequate cross references. The compilation pro i 
a simplified, practical approach to the complexity of government documents,”— 


Booklist, Sept. 1, 1947. 


Reference Books of 1944-1946. By Constance M. Winchell. 1947. 94p. $1.25. 
Fourth informal supplement to Guide for Reference Books, 6th ed. Listed in The B 
list, Oct. 1, 1947. 


Library Buildings for Library Service. Edited by Herman H. Fussler. 1947. 216p, 

$3.50. 
Papers presented at the Library institute at the Univ. of Chicago, August, 1946, 
librarians, architects and engineers here contribute the results of their experiences 


special knowledge to selling the idea of functional rather than ornamental or 1 
mental library buildings.”"—The Booklist, Jan. 1, 1948. 


A History of Libraries in Great Britain and North America. By Albert Predeek; t 
lated by Lawrence S. Thompson. 1947. 177p. $3.25. 


“A concise, well-balanced outline of the formation and administration of aig 
growth of library science, and the development of distinctive library policies in the B 


Isles and the U.S. from 1500 to the late 1930’s.”—The Booklist, Feb. 1, 1948. 


Conference on International Cultural, Educational, and Scientific Exchanges, 
Edwin E. Williams and Ruth V. Noble. 1947. 210p. $4. ; 


“Statements of the 12 major problems involved in the world-wide exchange of bi 
graphical publications, together with summaries of the stenotype records made ¢ 
the conference, and the recommendations which were adopted. The conference} 
sponsored by the American library association, Board on resources of American li 


and International relations board.”—The Booklist, Feb. 1, 1948. 


The Vatican Library. Rules for the Catalog of Printed Books. Tr. from the 2nd I 
edition by Thomas J. Shanahan and others; ed. by Wyllis E. Wright. 1948. 426p. $18 


“First edition in English of this cataloging code which represents the joint for 
librarians of different countries. There is a chapter of definitions, followed by s€ 
on author and subject entries, description of the book, and filing. Appendixes gi 
gestions for handling fifteenth- and sixteenth-century books, approved abbr 
glossary of 309 bibliographical terms ..., rules for transliteration, and sample ¢& 


—The Booklist, June 1, 1948. 
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